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7. tection should pay tho premiums, and the
promiums should bs in proportion to the
~~amount of inkturance in each individual case.
s:¢This.should bo.the fuudamontal basis of any
..-hnail insurance law, It would simply be out-

-rageous to providefor a goucral tax on the

- hasis proposed in the bills introduced in the

Adcgislature, Under theso proposed sacts, the |

-«farmers who. had the smallest amount of

». property to protoct, and who were the least
able to pay, would bo taxed out of all pro-
portion, to protect their well-to-do neighbors
who were cultivating largo areas of land,

.+ If a compulsory systom of hail insurance
is considered uecessary, the tax should be
‘made only on tho area actually cultivated,

..and not upon the entire land area, This
+ would be as niear to a fair distribution of the
tax as could bo arrived at, in proportion to

. tho .amount of property cach irdividual
would have at risk, This would avoid the
chargo of scctionalism, which on the
other hand could bo made, to the effect that
tho farmers of the live stock and deiry dis-
Yricts of tho north were taxed to provide hail
insurance for the large grain farmers of the
south.west. It would also give room toavoid
tho charge of discrimination against the
small farmers and in favor of those who
cropped large areas.

O0RN AND WHEAT FLOUR.

Tho.Minneagolis Northwestern Miller has
started a crusade against the growing custom
of mixing corn flour with wheat flour. The
higher range of wheat prices this year, and
the low price of corn, hasbeen a8 great temp-
tation to roillers in the United States to mix

* corn ip with thoir wheat. A great deal of

*1mixing of this nature issaid to have been

dono lately, and large quantities of corn bave

* found their way to market as wheat flour.

The Miller explains that it is not the mixing

of corn flour with wheat flour that isobjec-

+ tionable. What the Miller is after is the

custom of marketing such mixtures asall

- wheat flour, In this connection our Min-
neapolis contemporary says:

41t is hardly necessary for the Northwest-
ern Miller to state -that it is not fighting
-against corn flour in itself, nor does it find
fault with the practice of mixing corn flonr
with wheat flour,  So far as we know, there
is nothing deleterious in the blended product.
It is not poisonous; it may be even nutri.
tious, and an improvement over plain wheat
flour, Many. peapio may prefer it, and man
mills, by force of. circumstaunces, find the
mixing desirable, if not absolutely necessary,
This is all right, and porfectly logitinate,*

Evidently it will.require logislation tostop

:the custom of selling such mixtures as wheat.

flour, as it has become far more widespread

than many people .imagine. The mixing

cannot of course be prevented by law, but

the law can provide thnt mixed corn and

wheat flours skould be sold only for
. what they really are.

It may bo news to some in Manitoba that
corn has been used largely of late for mixing
with wheat flour, though The Commercial
has mentioned the fact once or twice of late,
This is another argument against tho con-
tinuance of high prices for wheat, If wheat
were to advance to say about $1 per bushel

at Chicago, with ccrn at present low value,
it is probable that the consumption of corn
for mixing would be so great as to materially
reduce the consumption of wheat. It is said
that where corn fiour has bheen used asan
sdmixture with wheat flour, it is proferred
by many people to the pure article.

SAVING UP MONEY,

If the savings of the people may be taken
as indicating the condition of the country,
lust year cannot be considered as a very bad
one in Canads, We have heard a good deal
about hard times during, the past year, but
notyithstanding this, the Canadisn people
managed to increase their cash surplus on
hand by about $10,000.000, This certainly
does not look like a very bad year.

The total deposits, including those in
savings and loan .companies, at the end of
last year were $286,000,000, this being ax in.
crease of about $10,000,000, as stated.

This vast sum represents the surplus cash
savings of our psople, and it is certainly a
very respectable sum, in proportion to popn-
lation, for the people of this country.

DEPARTMERTAL STORES.

In some of the states’ of the republic,
various measures have been proposed for the
curtailment of the operations of departmental
stores. One plan proposed is to establish &
system of pr« gressive ‘axation, providing for
& tax upon each separate branch of trade,
gradually increasing the tox in proportion to

the namber of departmenta cxrried, In New'

York state a bill has been introduced making
it unlawful for any person to advertise for
sale, or to sell any article at less than its
cost price, or at & price so low as toinjure

.the business of another merchant,

While departmental stores may not be
considered the best thing for acommunity,
they cannot be checked by any legislation
which would not be extremely arbitrary and
unreasonable.

MANTY0BA FISH EXPORYS.

Last summer sbout 2,600,000 pounds of
Lake Winnipeg freeh fish were shipped east
andsouth. In former years all the fish were
frozen and held for winter shipment, but two
years ago the experiment of summaer fishing
was tried and it sssumed considerable nropor-
tions last summer. It is very satisfactory
that thess shipments ware made Iast summer,
as the winter market has been the most un-
favorable one in the history of the trade.
Owing ‘o the mild weather Eas{, fishing has
been going on in the lakes there most of the
winter, comsequently the eastern markets
were kept supplied with their own fresh
caught fish, and the demand was proporiion-
ately reduced for Manitoba frosen fish. A
good many pounds of Manitobs fish were
consequently sold at & loss,

On account of the shipments last summer,

“the quantity Zeld in the Manitoba freesors for

winter shipment was not so largs as usual,
stooks at Selkirk having been about 660,000
pounds less last fall than the previous year.

The Commercial recently copied s letter
from an eastern paper, in which a complaint

T ——
was made of the government restrictiog of
the fishing industry in the Manitoba Jke
At present, however, it would appear that a;
maony fish arc caught as can bo profitabiy
markefed, and it would not bo an advantage
to extend the trade in oxcess of the juantity
which can be profitably soid.

PREFSRENTIAL OLAIMS,

A bill has been introduced iu the Manitgh,
legis!ature, which proposes to give farm Q@r
vants & lien upon tho grain produced op 4
farm, seid lien to continue in for~u until ype
grain is marketed. The two must unportgy
clauges of the bill read as follows:

2. Every farm servant shall have g jjeg
upon the grain harvested on the farm where
his lavor is performed, for his wayes, for g -
peciod not exceeding three months.

8. The said lien shall have privnty over
an exeoution or other process, rent, liggs,
charges, encumnbrauces, conveyances and
claims whatsoever excopt thresbir's liezy
and chattel mortgage securing the paymezt
of seed grain,

It will soon be time to call & halt to thy
disposition to establish proferred claig,,
Since the exemption laws wera introduced, 8
number of preferred claims havo been estah
lished by various acts of the legislature, At
this rate it will soon be in order to getep
agitation in favor of the abolitivu of Jasy
establishing liens and preferences, Trs
principle of establishing a prefereacs ip
favor of tho wago-tarner is ot objectivuaby
in itself, but there has been tuu much of ity
class of legislation of late years.

Under clause two of this bill, thero m b
be room for the introduection of frandnless
claims, on the part of relatives or othr
persouns,

INSULTING RITNESSES.

The Winnipeg Free Pre.s had a vergtige.
ly article the other day upon the subjut of
the treatment of witnessess by opposing
counsel. Thisisa matter which certaivly
deserves atteution, The latitude allomal
counsel appears to bes altogother toogre:,
Itiss costom with someo lawyors to maks .
nasty ipsinuations against the characterof
witneases, in order to weaken their ovidencs
orperhape coufuse the witnssa, A wites
who goes inte court should receive foll pro
teotion from slander of this nature,atds.
counsel sbould not be allowed to say ordo
anything which would reflect upon the chas
aoter of a witness, which it would not beap-
propriate to say under other circumsiazes.
Under the present conditions, s witsewe
principal, even in a.trivial civil case @t
liable to have to put up with nasty iadse
ations or even direct charges against by’
character, from opposing counsel, thougt-
-thers may nct be a shadow of proof tosh’
stantiate any of these charges or insize’
ations, This is very unpleasant forthe,
>who are obliged to submit to it, and itshei:
not be permitted in our cvurts. ¢

The sixty thousand dollar building o
jocted for.the Manitoba University bus b
‘approved by the university council T,
provineial government will extend fosaci;

aseistance and take a lion on the and gmﬁ;;
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