
gettinîg sicker every minute. The tele-
graim was addressed te his mother, and
saîid, briefly:

Can any one corne I an sick.

As soon as the message left his hand le
coinnenced te wonder who of the family
could come, or if any one would. His
mother couldn't. Ris father was away
fron home. Sam had gone on a hunting
expedition. His sisters would bo of no
help to himn in that place, and the prospect
was net bright for any assistance frot home.
ie groaned and le cried. There was no

one there te chide him, and he could net
ielp it any way. He watcled the shadow
creep around in the window until lie knew
that noon hiad comle, and felb the day was
interminable. He refused the dinner that
was brought te him. After a while the
doctor came. He gave Benny another
bitter dose, but it lad an opiate in it, and
after a little he slept heavily, and did >not
leed the lengthening shadows or the on-
coming twiliglt.

Benny's mother received the telegran,
and read it througl eyes dii with tears of
sympathy. She handed it te Sam, who
read it with a sinile. Looking at his
watch, ho said:

"I have just an heur to get the buggy
and drive te the station. Will yeu pack
some things in the valise V

"The valise is already packed," his
rnother said.

"Tien will you go with nie te the sta-
tien and bring back the buggy?"

"Y es; and I will be ready by the time
you drive around te the gate."

The great gong .at the tavern downl on
the corner was ringing out its harslh sum-
mens te supper when Benny awoke and
turned over in bed, sighing heauîvily and
saying te himself,- though lie.spoke aloud :

" Oh, my head 1" and tried te find an
easy place for it, the meanwhile neyer once
opening his eyes. No light was burning,
but the reflection of the street-lainp made
lighît enough.

"'Sleep, Benny ?" said' a well-known
voice, and the same inîstant . a. warn hand
pressed his forehead tenderly.

'"Oh, Sain 1" cried Benny, and then
sobbed ini silence and injoy. Sam stroked
his lead tenderly, and waited for hii te
speak.

"How did you get here so soon ?"
"Mother had everything ready, and

when your message came I hopped on the
iext train, and here I am !"

After watching and nursing Benny for
ton days, the fever lad subsided, se it was
thouglt safe to take himî home.

That upper room never seenied fairer te
his cyes than whien lie was hîelped into
the easy chair at the front window. The
bed was se white, clean and inviting ; the
books and papers on the table were his
favorites ; the pictures on the wall were
those he liked best, and he know it had all
been done for his coming.

By-and-by his mother said:
" What can I get for your supper,

Benny ?"
"Don't ask me, mothier. Anything you

get will be good."
"But wvhat would youlike best?"
"Now, mother, don't tease uie. You

know ny failing. I should liko a nice
spring chicken fried, but that is beyond all
reason, and this the flrst of November !
Spring chickens are old liens now.".

"I have one for yçu," his inother an-
swered. "As soon as I heard you were
sick, I kînow you would want that the first
thing when you came honte, se I searched
all over the country until I founid a woman
who had raised a brood of fall chickens,
and sie lot me have a couple, and one is
now on the stove frying for you 1"

"You arc the dearest mother !" ex-
claiimied Benny, ardently.

While she was downstairs busily pre-
paring Benny's supper with lier own hands,
lie was going over his -experiences of the
past few weeks and praising the love and
care of his mother, who had se arranged
thut his requeste, though unseasonable and
unireasonable, should be granted as soon as
nade. And thus his prayer was really an-
swered beforo it was uttered.-Michigan
Christian Advocate.

TiiOSE NVO .WOULD go te heaven when
they die must begin lcaven -while they
live.
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