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wark oFthtGofpcI. Having given this general Account

sf the Nature & Dcfign of the Sabbath, I proceed now,

n. To excr.iine hotu fnr this Command is mo^a!^ and

of perpetual Obligation.

That there is a Morality in it, appears highly pro-

bable, from it's being »njoyned,up«n our Firit Parvn's,

in Paradifc ; and from it's being afterwards infcrted in

the Decalogue, which fetms to be entirely a Collcdion

of moral Precr;pts. Some, indeed, have denied thft

Sabbath to be of fo early an Inllitution •, and fuppofed

that Mofts^ in the fceond Chapter of Gencfis^ fpeak?, by

Way of Anticipation, of a Sabbath that was hereafter to

be inftituted/'itnongthe Jews : Bur, as this Opinion

has Nothing to fupport it, in the facrrd Text •, being

advanced with no oiher Vitrw, than to lerve a lavourite

Scheme ; I do n^^t thinV. m>fclf i;blif;td to take any

further Notice cf it. I (hall only make thefe general

Oofervations ; that themoft obwicus and literal Scnfe

of Scriptoreis ufually the righteft ; that when this will

any Way bear, we have no Authority to perplex it

vt'ith Expofitions of our own ; that when we attempt to

explain it, we muft be very careful left we be in any

Degree influenced by Prejudice and a Party- Spirit i and

when in Oppofition to the literal Senfe, Things which

ought to he proved, are taken for granted, as in the

Cafe before ns wc have great Reafon to fufpeft this ;

and oughp cj look upon it as no better than begging the

Quellion. I proceed therefore to examine, wherein the

Morality of tiie Sabbath confids, and kow far it is ex-

tended.

That the Infinite Creator Is to be adored, by every

rational Being } that Creatures formed for Society, a«

we are, fhould worfhip him in a publick and ^cial

Manner ; and that,^ in Order to this, particular Times
ihould be fet apart for the facred Employment, either

bytheexprefs Appointment of Heaven, or by mutual

-'Agreement among Men j feem to be Propofitions ne-

ceflariiy


