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press reflected public opinion with more or less accu-

racy, and already the Liberal portion of it had begun

to speak in no muffled or ambiguous accents *

We are entering upon the period of revolutionary

ideas, expressed in speeches and rhymes, in news-

papers and more solemn documents. Sir Francis

Bond Head may be said to have produced the first

specimens in inflammatory replies to addresses. What
nearly always happens, on such occasions, happened

on this. People found themselves committed to

revolutionary ideas without the least suspicion of the

extent to which they had gone, much less of what

was to follow. Dr. Buncombe's letter to Lord

Glenelg, charging the head of the Provincial Govern-

ment with crimes which deserve impeachment, was

referred to a committee of the House of Assembly.

Every one knew in advance what the decision would

be ; but the proceeding was in the nature of an im-

peachment against Sir Francis Bond Head. For if

he were found guilty, what was to be done ? A Col-

onial Governor who misconducts himself, can only be

tried in England ; and unless there were a foregone

conclusion to exculpate him from the charges made

against him there could be no object in referring them

• As an example, the following verse from " Rhymes for the People," which

appeared in the St. Thomas Liberal, in August, may he cited :

—

"Up then! for Liberty—for Right, "'
" '

Strike home ! the tyrants falter

;

Be firm—be brave, let all unite,
"

And despots' schemes must alter.

' ' Our King—our Government and laws,
'

' While just, we aye shall love them,

But Freedom's Heaven-born, holier causa '
' •

•

We hold supreme above them." " *
*'
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