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Daniel Mackenzie, father of the subject of this bio

gi'aphy, is described as a man of dark complexion ; and

his grandfather Colin Mackenzie, used to bear the cog-

nonion of " Colin Dhu," or black Colin. Daniel learned

weaving in all its branches ; but entering into an unpro-'

fitable commercial speculation, he was reduced to keep-

ing a few looms for the manufacture of " green cloth."

But Mr. Mackenzie may here be allowed to tell his

own tale of his ancestry. In June, 1824, just when

he had entered on his editorial career, he was called

upon to meet the charge of disloyalty ; and his de-

fence, which is in his happiest mood, shows how much
better were his early compositions when youth was

fresh and hope beat high, than those of his later days,

when the pangs of disappointment had fastened upon

his soul, and the great aims of his life had miscarried.

"My ancestors too stuck fast to the legitimate race of

kings, and though professing a different religion, joined

Charles Stuart, whom (barring his faith) almost all

Scotland considered as its rightful sovereign. Colin

Mackenzie, my paternal grandsire, was a farmer under

the Earl of Airly in Grlenshee, in the highlands of

Perthshire ; he, at the command of his chieftain, wil-

lingly joined the Stuart standard, in the famous 1745,

as a volunteer. My mother's father, also named Colin

Mackenzie, and from the same glen, had the honor to

bear a commission from the Prince, and served as an

officer in the Highland army. Both my ancestors

fought for the royal descendant of their native kings

;

and after the fatal battle of Culloden, my grandfather

accompanied his unfortunate prince to the low coun-

tries, and was abroad with him on the continent, fol-


