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[Translation]

Mrs. Dalphond-Guiral: Mr. Speaker, I wanted to make a
definite promise but unfortunately I will not be able to keep it
since, of course, I will not be sitting in this Parliament long
enough. However, I can promise you that the day a train will link
Montreal to Ottawa in 45 minutes, I will be delighted to take it
with all the others who will want to come to Ottawa.

A high-speed train in the Quebec City—Windsor corridor will
naturally be used by people who live along that corridor. Now,
that area has a population of ten million people, industrial areas
and many industries. That project will create almost 130 000
jobs. It is no small matter. People who work pay income tax
instead of receiving unemployment insurance; so this is actually
something fundamental and if the government waits too long to
act, I agree that some interests have to be protected, namely
those of air carriers.

When a country is in such financial difficulties as Canada, we
obviously have to make the choices that are the most advanta-
geous from an economic point of view. When a mode of
transportation costs 50 per cent less than transport by air, I think
that option deserves to be considered.

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, I will simply make an announcement. On May 23,
Canadian Pacific Ltd. filed a request with the National Trans-
portation Agency to abandon the Saint-Augustin—Mirabel—
Thurso line.

The hon. member for Blainville—Deux—Montagnes, André
Riendeau from the riding of Argenteuil, Paul-André David from
the riding of Papineau, and myself, have prepared a submission.
This document was presented to the National Transportation
Agency of July 27, 1994. We requested public hearings and a
five—year moratorium.

This is a rare occasion! We got the public hearing we
requested, which will be held on November 22. Thank you.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 5.30 p.m., it is my
duty to inform the House that pursuant to Standing Order
81(19), proceedings on the motion have expired.

DEPARTMENT OF CANADIAN HERITAGE ACT

The House resumed from November 3, consideration of the
motion that Bill C-53, an act to establish the Department of
Canadian Heritage and to amend and repeal certain other acts, be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

Supply

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): It being 5.30 p.m.,
pursuant to order made Thursday November 3, 1994, the House
will now proceed to the taking of the deferred division on the
amendment of Mrs. Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata), in
relation to second reading of Bill C-53.

Call in the members.

(The House divided on the motion which was negatived on the
following division:)

(Division No. 106)
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