
It is in light of this multi-faceted revolution that
we must evaluate the new reality in East-West relations . Mr .
Gorbachev believes that prosperity and progress at home can
only be purchased through peace abroad . That is not simply a
question of reducing the stranglehold of the military on scarce
resources . It is also a matter of seeking stability and
prestige abroad to foster stability and prestige at home . And,
eventually, it is a question of trying to benefit from the
energy and resources of the Western economic system to help
pull the Soviet economy out of its 19th Century doldrums .

Throughout the arena of global politics, Mr .
Gorbachev has established new rules, new goals, and new
attitudes for Soviet foreign policy . The withdrawal from
Afghanistan, a more constructive approach to Southern Africa
and the Middle East : all testify to a willingness to
compromise, to seek realistic solutions, and to back away from
the troublemaking and obstruction of the past .

Reform in Eastern Europe is not only being tolerated,
but encouraged . Poland and Hungary are moving towards a form
of pluralistic democracy, without let or hindrance from Moscow .
And the repressive regimes in East Germany, Czechoslovakia and
Romania are criticized by Moscow for their adherence to the
old, cruel ways .

A new attitude has been brought to international
organizations and multilateral cooperation . Part of the reason
the the U .N . system has been reinvigorated is that there is a
new Soviet acceptance of its relevance and utility .

And in those areas most fundamental to Western
security - arms control and other aspects of the East-West
relationship - we have seen a remarkable transformation .
Western proposals previously rejected as untenable are now
seized by Moscow and advanced as their own .

That happened when Mr . Gorbachev and President Reagan
signed the historic agreement which eliminated a whole class of
nuclear weapons .

It is reflected in the Soviet Union reversing the
previous policy to embrace other Western arms.control proposals
- on a chemical weapons ban and on assymetric force reductions
in Europe .

Real compromise, real give and take, the beginnings
of acceptance of Western concepts of stability and
confidence-building : that has become more the rule and less
the exception .


