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THE COST OF GAS

The consumens of gas in many cities are
becoming almost ‘impertinent in pheir at-
titade toward the philanthropists who
menufacture gas for sale.  The good old
way was to pay whatever price was asked
and maintain an attitude of thankfulness
and humility toward the companies. More
recently there is a growing disposition ac-
tually to imsist that the companies must
take only a fair profit from the transac-
tion, and to demand proof, moreover, that
the menufdcturers use economic, up-to-
date plants. As the public's chief duty is
to pay for light this inquisitive and med-
dling attitude on the part of mere consum-
ers tends to irritate the owners of gas
plants, and the more so in case they hap-
pen to be paying dividends upon watered
stock. It really seems, however, that the
impertinent public will gradually cause the

i, price to be reduced to the actual cost of

{ economic production plus ‘a reasonable
mroﬁt and a fair percentage for mai.n?ew
|ance and depreciation charges. The con-
iaumem.. of gae will then be much more
! numerous than they are at present.
! The agitation for gas at a fair price is
i/going on at present in many places.
{ There is no mpystery about the elemenfs
“.contributing to the cost of production.
sThe price of ccal is known. The cost of
other materials, and of labor, the amount
- of gas eold, the age and condition of the
plant, ave generally matters of common
knowledge. Therefore the task of ascertain-
ing what is a fair price is not difficult if
it be undertaken by determined and im-

: ‘partial mem. These men, under ordinary

circumstances, should be employed: by the
public. At least it dhould have independ-
ent reports, and should not depend upon
those of experts employed and paid by
the men who have gas to sell and dividends
to pay.

The Massachusetts Legislature has just
received a report from the state gas and
eclectric light commissioners to whom cer-
tain questions relative to the cost of gas
and its distribution were submitted. The
Boston Transcript gives this eummary of
the questions and the replies made, after
an investigation, by the commiesioners:

These questions were acked by the legis-
lature.

First—The output of gas, month by
month, during the current fiscal year. %

Second—The gross receipts during the
same period.

Third—The cost of manufacturing and
of distribution per one thousand cubic

feet.

Fourth—Whether such costs and figures
show an appreciable change, and are likely
to ehow an even greater change in the
near future, ofving to improvements in

: methods of production.

Fifth—To what extent and in what way,
if at all, has the cost of gas been reduced
i since the consolidation of the Boston gas

companies. :

Sixth—What, in the opinion of the
board,is the relative importance of changes
in the price.of coal and other materials
and labor as compared with other factors
affecting the cost of gas.

Replying to the questions presented by
the legiclature in connection with the bill
to apply the sliding scale system to the

. Boston Consolidated Gas Company, the

Gas and Electric Light Commissionsrs

state that the cost of manufacturing and

distributing gas by the company has been

57.49 ~cents per thousand feet, to which

«hould be added a depreciation charge of

6.57 cents per thousand, making the total

64.06 cents per thousand exclusive of all

capital charges General Schaff, however,

in a “supplementary report,” expresses|
the opinion that the cost reported by the !

company includes depreciation charges. He
goes_on o say that he believes the legal
1ate of six per cent would be adequate for
the ecompany, as this is eight per cent ¢n
the capital of the companies from which
it -was formed, and with this dividend, if
the cost is as low as reported, gas can be
sold at 80 cents per thousand feet.

The main report, which is signed by all
the commissioners, states that the cost of
gas probably will not vary much on ac-
count of charges in the cost of coal and
other materials, as such charges are likely
to be largely offset. The cost of manufac-
turing will remain about constant with in-
crease of output, but the cost of distribu-
tion per thousand feet will decrease.
¢ All of these inquiries as to gas which
are now being conducted in various quar-
ters are of interest in St. John where the
cost of gas is under investigation, and
where the price and quality of gas have
been the subject of much well-fognded
complaint for a long period.

INVESTIGATION

Solicitor General Jones is to be strongly
commended for the prompt and vigorous
action he has taken in instituting a thor-
ough inquiry into the circumstances at-

' tending the mysterious disappearance of
the Creamer children. By his instructions
. the sheriff of Westmorland and Magis-
: trate Riley of Bayfield, have taken' the
: matter in hand, the country where the
| bodies of the little ones are supposed to
lie will be subjected to another careful
i gerutiny, and the gossip of the neighbor-
' hood will be sifted as thoroughly as is pos-
sible. Unpleasant reports which, quite
. probably, are untrue or exaggerated will
now. no doubt, be reduced to the facts.
There is, as has been said before, no
| apparent ground for euspicion that the
‘ childrefi met with foul play. That anyone
| would harm them deliberately is almost

inconceivable, The statements attri_buted

yito children of tender years must be re-

garded as without value in the absence of
evidence to confirm them. These circum-
stances make it appear likely that the chil-
dren died from exposure in the woods, cr
fell into some pool, and that renewed
searching may yet result in the discovery
of the bodies, after which the exact cause
of death could be readily determined.

unworthy of notice, a disquieting feature
of the case is the nature of the disappear-
ance itself. Men who have searched the
woods seem satisfied that they have care-
fully gone over a greater area than the
little ones would have been able to
rtraverse before they became exhausted.
There was some search before they had
been long missing, and apparently while
they still must have been able to ery out.
Yet no cry was heard, and no trace of
them is to be found. Under the circum-
stances the Crown has acted wisely in or-
dering a complete investigation. All who
are concerned, and the country generally,
will welcome the announcement that a de-
termined and systematic attempt to solve
the mystery is to be made officially.

ANOTHER HERESY CASE

The General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church of the United States, rep-
resenting about 1,500,000 communicants,

which is now in fession in Des Moines,

will evidently haveito deal with the case
of Rev. Dr. Samuel T. Carter, who has
repudiated the Westminster confession.
The ‘case is somewhat similar to that of
Dr. Crapsey. Dr. Carter is not now in
charge of a church, but is in Rome. He
has writien a letter to the General As-
sembly, which letter appears to be of such
a nature as to demand his expulsion from
the Presbyterian ministry. He was a
promoter of the movement to have the
Westminster confession revised. He aek-
ed tiht it be shortened. This proposal
the assembly rejected by a practically
unanimous vote. In his letter he com-
plains that by the assembly’s action in
retaining the Westminster confession,
“many ministers are ‘compelled to declare
their ‘acceptance of a confession which
they do not believe and many members
to acknowledge a creed of which they are
ashamed.” There is, of course, no com-
pulsion. He proceeds to state his posi-
tion, in these words:

“Many years ago, when I was ordained
to the ministry of the gospel, I declared
in the most solemn manner that I believ-
ed the Westminster confession to be the
truth of God; I now, in a very solemn
manner, declare that I do not believe it
to be the truth of God, that I utterly re-
jectsit as a setting forth of the character
of the Heavenly Father. There mnever
was, there is not mow, and there never
will be such a God as the God of the
Westminster confession. It is an idol of
man’s invention as truly as any worship-
ped in Delhi, Pekin or Africa. I Delieve
that the great and true God is infinitely
and exquisitely good and gracious; that
t.he/ one thing that we neither fully re-
ceive nor declare is the boundless love of
God; that all the noblest exhibitions of
human love are but bright and beautiful
sparks from that intense and divine flame
—the love that through ages and genera-
tions has been leading men by the fullest
wisdom and most tender providence to
heights of knowledge, Jove and boundless
hope that far transcend all human
thought. I lift up this overwhelming di-

that this alone will draw all men unto
Him.

“] pelieve that the Westminster con-
fession darkens and denies this great love
of God and should net be retained as a
confession by any church today, and that
our church is false to its greatest duty of
being a true witness for God so long as
it retains this confession.”

Why the reverend gentleman does mnot
voluntarily withdraw from a church whose
creed he cannot accept is not clear. In
matters of doctrine there is room.for end-
Jess dispute, and the disputatious are an
exceedingly numerous body. That they
are a particularly useful body is not prob-
able. Presumably Dr. Carter will be sus-
pended or expelled by the denomination
to which he has belonged. Bit many
will think he would have acted more
| wisely had he dropped out quietly and al-
Jied himeelf with some religious body with
whose creed he is in harmony. The force
used in pursuing disputes of this mature
may not be all wasted. But the business
is coming to be overdgne.

~ PLAIN TALK FROM SIR THOMAS

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, president of
the Caradian Pacific Riilway Company, de-
livered an address at Quebec, which will
be the subject of considerable comment.
The occasion was a banquet in his honor
by citizens of the old capital who wished
to pay tribute to the enterprise of the
(. P. R. in building the Empresges, and,
incidentally, to show their appreciation of
the company's action in docking these
great steamers at Quebec instead of send-
ing them on to Montreal.

Sir Thomas, in the course of a speech
marked by much sound all-Canadian trane-
portation sentiment, made use of much
plain and forcible language in dealing with
the development and handlifig of our ex-
port and import traffic. He told the Que-

chips were stopped at Quebec only because
the state of the channel above prevented
them from going to Montreal, and he in-
timated pretty clearly that Montreal would
be the terminal port if the St. Lawrence
is made safe for mavigation by
the great modern steamersy. No trans-
portation man, he - explained, would
haul  his  freight the extra dis-
tance by rail if he could take it without
risk by water. He dwelt upon the im-
portance of g0 improving the St. Lawrence
and other watenways that Canada may
profit to the fuil by the advantageg of the
greatest possible water carriage for freight.

He spoke strongly of St. John, again re-
ferring to the difference between rail and

water carriage for freight.  Halifax, he

But, brushing aside all of the gossip as |

vine love before my fellow-men, believing’

bec bueinesg men bluntly that the new |

pointed out, is too far away from the West
to permit of its extenaive use as a winter
{port. Under present conditions St. John
is the only possible winter port. It gives
the ghortest railway haul. Sir Thomas
told his audience of the great expansion of
the winter steamship traffic here within
the Jast ten years, and prophesied a satill
greater expansion as facilities here are in-
creased to meet the demands of the greater
trade to come.

| The address is an important one in sev-
eral wayg. It emphasizes what Sir Thomas
has said on other occasions with reference
to St. John's euperior position as a die-
tributing port. It is strong testimony s
to the important position this port must
occupy in any truly national scheme of
transportation. 1t is, indirectly, a tribute
to and an endorsation of, our citizens who
have proved their faith in this port's fu-
ture by taxing themselves to provide yer-
minal facilities. It goes far to demonstrate
o the government the necessity for deal-
ing generously with St. John when the
project of nationalizing the importanf har-
bors takes practical form. And it con-
taing suggestions for the local authorities
now charged with taking steps looking to
the most rapid development of the port
that may be possible. .

THE CZAR’S REBUFF

There are new storm clouds in*the Rus-

sian sk# today, due to the Czar's seeming-
ly dang rousrefusal to receive Mouromtseft,

the presiding ofiicer of the Douma,
and a delegation bearing the reply to the
speech from the throne. The unofficial
explanation of the refusal is that Nicholas
feared to establish a precedent which
might hereafter lead the whole assembly
to demand audience at the palace. But
the Douma, or the radical element in it at
Jeast, will be likely to put another inter-
pretation upon the rebuff. By many it will
be regarded as evidence that the Czar
has again listened to reactionary coun-
!ci]lom who have told him he would better
| refuse the delegation a hearing, since its
message Was known to be in essence revo-
lutionary and in intent destructive of the
imperial authority.

If Nicholag fears precedents he might
well recall the events following the futile
attempt to talk with him face to face
made by some thousands of his subjects
who were subsequently shot into subjee-
tion by the soldiery, presumably under or-
ders from de Plehve, who became an aseas-
|gin's victim soon afterward. The refusal
to receive the delegates of the Douma may
prevent the establishing of a precedent
that possibly might prove awkward, but,
unfortunately, there are likely to be other
consequences much more momentous. The
redigal element held in check with diffi-
culty mow by the calmer members of the
assembly, will gain new fire, and probably
not a few adherents, because of the Czar’s

action.

To postpone the presentation of the
revolutionary reply to the speech from the
throne is not to answer the great question
which presses for answer and . which must
be answered: Will the Czar give his peo-
ple representative government? To dodge,
aa the reactionaries evidently wish him to
{do, may gai‘n a little time for the Czar;
[ but that long hesitation or obstruction will
be permitted by the Douma is not likely.

In fine the situation of the hour in Rus-
sia fees the }utocrac‘y and the people face
to face, with the outlook that the (zar
must yield or provoke a period of violence
which would be likely to cause the over-
throw of his house. Under the caption
«Wwill History Repeat Iteelf?” a well-in-
formed writer compares the Czar's posi-
tion with that of Louis XVI. The force
of the parallel is increased by the events
of yesterday. This writer sayf:

“Nearly one hundred and twenty years
ago France obtained, through the conces-
sion of her king, a popular legislature or
parliament, which was. convened in the
hope of allaying the growing discontent of
the people. The early history of this as-
semblage was a hopeless attempt to recon-
cile the demand for constitutional reforin
with the ‘privilege§ of the Bourbon autoc-
racy. The results of that attempt were
the collapsa of the royal authority, the sub-
mergence of the political party which stood
for moderate reform, and the rise of the
Terrorists who erected the guillotine and
preached in its shadow the gospel of na-
tional regeneration through a baptism of
blood. The king fell by the very instru-
ment he had created.

“Will the history of France at the close
of the Eighteenth century repeat itself in
Ruggia at the beginning of the twentieth?
Similar conditions of ferment and discon-
i teng exist. A similar remedy is being tried.
i The earlier stages of the Douma closely
resemble those of the States General, after-
ward the Consbitugnt Assembly. The de-
mand by the representatives of the people
for real reform in the Ruspia of Nicholas
11I. is pretty much the same as the demand
made upon the king in the France of Louis
XVI. 1In the first case the parliament was
not content with the shadow of authority.
I- seized the substance and all the efforts
ito prevent the seizure were without avail.
‘IIn the other case the same striving for
{larger power ig already apparent. The

forces of democracy and autocracy are
again in collision, while the world watches
for the outcome with the hope that records
will not be paralleled and that a policy

of judicious concession on the part of the
! Czar will make unnecessary a violent as-

| gertion by the people of what they con-

| sider to be their rights.”

‘ KEEP UP THE SEARCH

Some indication of the extent of the in-
terest aroused by the disappearance of the
Creamer children is afforded by the size
and character of the searching party at
work Sunday. The ~Telegraph = repre-
sentative, who is on the spot, tells in de-
tail of the make-up and energy of this
party, how neighboring villages and towns
contributed investigators, how a geore of
women joined in the hunt. But no infor-
mation ‘of value was discoversd. The plan
of assembling a large party of active men
to tramp over the tract of country which
the childrea might have traversed has now
been given a pretty thorough test, and thg
work has been in vain. The suggestion is
made that a militia Tegiment be asked to

turn out on Victoria Day. No doubt the
militiamen would undertake the work
gladly if convinced that the service would
{be useful. At all events the euggestion
goes to show how earnest is the determi-
nation to exhaust every 'possiblé plan be-
fore giving the mystery up as beyond solu-
tion. . .

Two other suggestions have reached The
| Telegraph. One is that a capable detec-
;ti\re be employed by the county or the
province to supplement the investigation
made by the county authorities.” The other
lis that dogs fitted for the work be secured
jand turned over to experienced hunters and
:forest rangers in the hope that the bodies
i may be digcovered.

A fact to be kept in mind is that al-
though more than a week has now elapsed
since the children disappeared, and al-
though it is generally believed they perish-
ed in the woods from exposure, the neces-
sity for ascertaining exactly what fate they
encountered is not lessened, but rather en-
hanced by the lapse of time. The discov-
ery of the children, alive or dead, ie more
than ever important from the standpoini
of the rarents and the community in which
they live, as well as from that of the peo-
ple of the province whose interest in the
strange affair grows more profound from
day to day, From the first the case has
given rise to queer reports, many of which
are foolish on their fice. Few of these re-
porty have been of a nature to throw light
upon the fate of the children. Taken all
together they tend to increase the import-
ance of renewed efforts to get to the boi-
tom of this tragedy of the woods.

The Solicitor General, whose prompt ac-
tion in directing an investigation must be
widely appreciated, will no doubt feel that
the time has not yet come when the pro-
vincial authorities can afford to add the
Creamer case to our list of unsolved mys-
teries. Much earnest work has been dome,
but there is’much reagon for still further
effort.

AN APPEAL TO REASON

A subscriber in Haverhill (Mass.) sends
the folawing letter to The Telegraph:

Under separate cover I send you a copy of
« Soclalist paper published in Kamsas, called
the ‘“‘Appeal to Reason.” This paper, as
you will see, has recently been barred from
Canadian mails because of the ar-
ticles it has printed. It - advocates Social-
ism as the logical outcome of the develop-
ment and tyranny of trusts that has done
so much to corrupt the industrlal and polit-
ical life of the country, and perhaps of Can-
ada also. We hope you will read this paper
and the comments of the Western Canadian
newspapers upon its exclusion; and follow
their, example by protesting against a Rus-
sianized Press censorship in Canada.

The “Appeal to Reason” was excluded
from the Canadian mails because of an
article written by FEugene V. Debs, the
Socialist, dealing with the case of the three
members of the Western Federation of
Miners who are now in prison awaiting
trial for complicity in the assassination of
ex-Governor Steunenberg of Idaho, The
Pcstmaster General of Canada character-
izes the Appeal as ‘‘indecent, immoral, se-
ditious, disloyal and’ scurrilous.” An ex-
amination of the number sent by our
Haverhill corfespondent would lead us to
substitute “Socialietic’” merely for the des-
cription ‘quoted. .The &heet is violently,
rabidly, Socialistic, and its articles would
have a tendency to breed anarchy among
the ill-informéd. Nevertheless to forbid
the publishers of the “Appeal” the priv-
ilege of the Canadian mails will probably
turn out to be an error of judgment. The
better way, no-doubt, would be to admit
the shrieking Kansas journal, permit any
whose curiosity led them to pay for it to
Mexaminine its contents, and so allow the
publicshers to prove by expériment that
there is not a lucrative field for such liter-
ature in Canada.

There is, as the “Appeal” alleges, much
in Americay life today that makes for
‘ Bocialism. The party of discontent is rap-
idly increasing. Moreover, it is beginning
ta show signs of cohesion. But while there
is cause for discont nt there is no virtue in
dis orting the facts of the day and wildly ex-
aggerating the sins and the influence of the
wealthy. Comparatively few Americans
believe there s a trust plot to mu.der the
accused members of the Western Federa-
tion of Miners by fhe use of perjured testi-
mony, a packed jury and a corrupt judge.
The great bulk of the American people
still believe that any‘ man accused of mur-
der will get a fair trial from his peers in
nine cases out of ten, and that in the tenth
cage the miscarriage of justice is more
likely to be due to error than to loading
the legal dice.

Some Western Canadian newspapers cri-
ticize the exclusion‘of the ‘“Appeal” from
the Dominibn, chiefly, it would appear, be-
cause they dislike o see anything resem-
bling interference with the rights of a free
press. Such interference is a ticklish busi-
ness at best. The “Appeal to Reason”
would do little harm in Canada, and the
decision to exclude it was scarcely worth
while.

In the United States, where many thou-
sards of foreigners are just learning to
read Inglish and are ignorant of the coun-
try and the spirit of its institutions, a
journal like the “Appeal” is certain to do
a great deal of harm. Even there, how-
ever, to suppress the publication would
probably only make the matter worse. The
United States will have to grapple with
Socialism sooner or Jater, and perhaps the
sooner the common sense of the nation has
an opportunity of eplitting the differen-e
between wildcat communism and corrupt
and oppressive capitalism the better will
be the effect upon the social and politieal
health of the republic.

FOR THE CHILDREN

The Times, in advocating supervised |
playgrounds for the children of the city, |
epeaks hopefully. of_the outlook ror mak- |
ing a start at once if the Council and
Rchool Board will co-operate in assisting
this imporant reform. As showing the
limes along which progress is advisable
The Times tells of Miss Marshall Saund-
‘er's work in Halifax, and says: -

“Mise Saunders writes that it is intend-
ed to provide games, swings, parallel bars,
teeters and other means of entertain-
| ing and teaching the little ones. It must |
be remembered that this work is not in- |
tended for the large childrem who are able
to seek the fields and shores and other
playgrounds, but for the little gnes whose

parents cannot or do not look after them,
and who are therefore at large in the
streets and alleys. To many of those va- |
cation time is a long training in miechief, |
amd the world is learning that it is as
necessary to have supervised play as sup-
ervised intellectual work. Children in a
model playground would not only be kept
out of miechief but would be taught many
useful lessons. It was found in Detroit
that children who came with a disposition
to be rough and unruly soon became o
interested that they were a source of help
instead of hinderance. After such a p]:\y-i
ground has been in operation for a time|
everything falls into orderly ehape and
there is no difficulty in conducting it suc-
cessfully.

“It would be necessary to have two
teachers, or one teacher and an assistant.
‘In Detroit the Womem’s Club arranged
8o that #o ladies would visit the grounds
every day for a time after the experiment
was started, to aid and’encourage the
teachers.

“This paper has frequently pointed out
the need of gomething more than is being
done for the welfare of the children -of
this city. A eupervised playground during
the coming vacation season would be a
forward step in a branch of work that is
of the greatest importance. As usual it
will be -necessary to overcome some pre-
judices and apathy, but business men un-
derstand the situation and should be will-
ing to respond. The police magistrate has
many times been moved to denounce pres-
ent conditions of child life. The mayor has
declared his sympathy with the proposed
effort. The Women’s Council has discus-
sed the question and recognized its im-
portance. The aldermen will no doubt be
found ready to give their individual sup-
port and encouragement. St. John, there-
fore, should mot be behind Halifax in
taking up the question of supervised play-
grounds in a practical manner, and provid-
ing at least one for the coming vacation
season,”

> NOTE AND COMMENT

Sir  Thomas Shaughnessy’s Quebec
speech will make no great hit in Halifax.
»* » >

Britain is to send a fleet to Cronstadt
this summer—npt to bombard, just to
look around. t. Petersburg is talking
about an Anglo-Russian entente, which,
it is felt, would help to keep the German

Emperor quiet.
* * *

Some uncertainty as to the cause of
typhoid still exists, but public opinion is
tending to acquit the water supply. A
definite announcement by the Board of
Health cannot be much longer delayed.

» * -

Washington, May 21—The Russiam Am-
basador and Baroness Rosen gave a din-
ner tonight in honor of the Japanese
Ambassador and Viscountess Aoki.

How time does fly! It seems but yester-
day that Oyama was entertaining Kuro-
patkin at and about )Iu'kdcm.

* ® = {

The pobtrait of the late Mr. Robert
Sears, reference to which has before been
made, was placed in the Free Public
Library Friday—Loyalists’ Day—and it
will be regarded as an acquisition both
from the sta,'n.dpoint of art and as recalling
the life work of him it represents. It may
be, too, that the presentation of this paint-
ing will induce to other such gifts,__

* * *

“Why do we sit here like a lot of
moral cowards and. raise everybody else’s
salary and hot raise our own?” asks Con-
gressman John Wesley Gaines, of Ten-
nessee. “A whole lot of us get a whole lot
more than we ought to have, and others
do not get enough,” he adds. True, no
doubt. But men whb are allowed to fix
their, own salaries are generally inclined to
include themselves among the number
“who do not get enough.” The country

does not always agree with ‘them.
* * *

Three correspondents write from Kings
county discussing the beauties of the
Scott Act as they see it. The people of
Kings are not prepared to compel the en-
forcement of the prohibitory law. More-
over, they are not prepared to pay for
carrying out “its provisions, If they wcre]
they would prevent the acts of which the|
correspondents complain, In Northumber—v
land county, and in Westmorland there is
similar complaint constantly., It would
pay to try the experiment, in some onc
of these counties,’of enforcing the act,
third offence jail penalties and all, and
see what the people really thought of the
law for which they voted. As the matter
stands now there is no prébence at either
observing the law or enforcing if, and
constant scandals are the result. "

x = =

In a letter to Senator Tillman ex-Sen-
ator Chandler, who was President Roose-
velt's messenger to the Democratic eena-
tors, stoutly reiterates his statement that
the President did say he had completely
disagreed with Senators Knox, Spooner
and Foraker who were trying to defeat the
rate bill. This Mr. Roosevelt has as stoutly |
denied. DMr. Chandler somewhat caustically
adds:

|
|
|

“On the whole, perhaps 1 ought to ('on-;
sider myself fortunate. 1f the 0ld imperial- |
ist' days had been fully revived at the|
White House, one whom 1 considered the !
best of friends, Senator Lodge, upon d:-.‘
mand, would have cut off my head and |
taken it to President Roosevelt on a
charger, and I should have spoken no
mote. Now, at least, T have left to me the
power of speech. But I shall never use it
again as a missionary from President |
Roosevelt to the Democratic party.” |

‘Twilight J
The sunset fades, and once again the hills \
Against the sky, majestic and supreme, '}
Loom spectrally and half unreal seem,
And mystery the misty valley fills.
Melodiously now the mountain rills,
Unheard by day, take up their lyric theme|
Of ecstasy, like voices heard iz dream,— |
An obligato to the whippoorwills. |
Invisible, the spirits of the dusk I
Ply the swift shuttles on their shadow:
loom 5 |
And weave the wonder-fabric of the nrght. |
The wind is but a whisper, sweet with musk|
IExhaied from fragrant  lips of bud and |
nloom,— i
A whisper—and the one word is Deiight.i
—Frank Dempster Sherman in the Junel
Scribaer. ol i Neal ks

TOACT IN NEW PLAY BY AUTHOR
OF ““THE MUSIC MASTER”

Now York, May 21.—Miss Grace Filk-

{ins has been engaged by Henry B. Harris

to create an important role in Charles

Miss Grace Filkins = r-
Klein’s new play, which he is preparing for
production at the Hudson Theatre early
next season.

The Cost of Living
(Boston Herald).

That the cost of living is increasing by
leaps and bounds within recent years is
indicated by a bulletin which has just
been issued by the American bureau of
labor, What is true with regard to com-
ditions in the United States is also claim-
ed to be true with respect to Canada. It
is set forth in this exhaustive review that
wholesale prices, considering all commod-
ities, reached a higher point last year
than at any other time during the sixteen
vears covered by the bureau’s investiga-
tion, being 15.9 above the average for the
ten-year period 1890 to 1899, 29.2 above
the ‘low price in 1897, and 2.6 per cent
above the average for 1904.

It is further stated that the 1905 aver-
age, compared with the year of lowest
average prices during the sixteen years
from 1890 to 1905, in each of the general

groups of commodities shows farm pro-|-

ducts 58.6 per cent higher than in 1896;
food, ete., 29.7 per cent higher than in
1896; cloth and clothing, 22.9 per cent
higher than 1897; fuel and lighting 39.4
per cent higher than im 1834; metals and
implements 41.8 per cent higher than in
1898; lumber and building materials, 41.4
per cent higher than in 1897; drugs and
chemicals, 24.1 per cent higher than in
1895; house furnishing goods, 21.5 per
cent higher tham in 1897; and the ar-
ticles included in the miscellaneous group,
234 per cent higher than in 1898. Prices
reached the highest point in December,
1905, when they were 29.9 per cent above
the average for the ten-year period 1890
to 1899 and 33.7 per cent above the low
_price in 1897. Prices in December, 1905,
were 5.6 per cent above the prices in De-
cember, 1904.

While the wholesale prices of living
commodities have kept on eoaring, there
has naturally been a relative increase of
retail prices to consumers. Last year
showed the highest point yet reached.
Hardly will the claim be made that
wages and salaries have kept pace with
the constant advance trend of* prices.
The people will know for themeselves from
actual experience by the way they found
their balance at the beginning of the new

year whether such is the fact or not. The |

general expansion of the cost of living if
it goes on unchecked must inevitably re-
sult in a reaction and the lowering of
prices on all commodities.

The West Doesn’t Care
(Montreal Herald.)

The Winnipegger and the western farm-
er look at the matter from a common
standpoint. - They see im Mr."Hill's pro-
position larger markets, and the pos-
sibihty of cheapter transportation. They
see- higher profits on the products of the
wheat fields, granaries and elevators. As
a western contemporary put it the other
day, “The prinicpal object of every farm-
er is to get the best possible price for
his grain, and a good healthy competition
between buyers is just exactly what he is
looking <for. He doesn’t care two straws,
mor need he care for that matter, where
his wheat is ground. It has been bought
at a good price and he has the money in
his pocket.”

It is useless to find fault with this at-
titude. We have to accept the condition
and make the best of it. We have to ac-
cept Mr. Hill, too, since the west and he
will have it so. What we have to do ia
to '‘make sure that the cheapest path, as
it is the most direct, from the Canadian
prairies to the European market, will be
through Montreal and Quebee, St. John
and Halifax,

A Great Discovery by a Canadian

(Montreal Gazette).

Dr. Morgan; editor of Canadian Men
and Women of the Time, Ottawa, is in
the receipt of a letter advising him that
Dr. W. J. Goodhue, the medical euperin-
tendent at the leper settlement at Molokai,
Hawaii, who has devoted many yeirs tq
the investigation of leprosy, clinically, bac-
teriologically and chemically, has discov-
ered the germ of leprosy in the mosquito
and in the bed-bug (culex pungens and
cimen lectutaria). This is considered a
very great discovery in the medical world,
and will be especially interesting to Cana-
diang, as Dr. Goodhue, to whose painstak-
ing stu lies the discovery is due, is one of
themselves. He was born at Arthabaska-
ville (Que.)., Qctober 8, 1869, and is well
known to Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Relief Refused

A million from the Germans and a million
from the Spanish,

A million from the Russians and the Prus-
sians and the Danish

Seem hateful to the President, with ethics
well acquainted,

He says that 'Frise
.eign brands of '

sha’'nt be built on for-
inted.’”

Donations sent by IEnglishmen or Irishmen
or Swedes

Are, somchow, quite unsuited to the stricken
city’s needs.

All foreign ships so laden must as pirate
craft be rated,

Must stand in quarantine and be returned
unfumigated.

Though San Francisco in her rags is clam-
oring for clothing,
Our Teddy looks on Chinese gifts with noth-
ing less than loathing.

would his ncighbor,
A shirt that’s ‘‘made in Germany'’ by humble
native labor.

Though we -return the food and coin which

Europe fain would lend us,

We aren't so hasty to return the immigrants |

they send us,

And in the case of foreign Powers one fact
might be detected:

When there’s a flood or famine our dona-
tions aren’t rejected.

Our People have been generous; but need we
as a Nation,

Stop up our ears and pocketbooks to foreign
consolation?

oOr shall a City's gaping wounds still bleed,
¢or lack of ointment,

And wait, perhaps till Doomsday, by Con-
gressional Appointment?

—Wallace Irwin, in N, Y. Globe. -

GIRL MARRIED N,

Weds Fiance, Who Shot Her While
They Were Arranging Their
Future Home

CHURCH READY FOR THEM

LA

aa

Coldren ,Taken in Patrol Wagon
to Ceremony Requested by the
Dying GIrl.

A Philadelphia despatch to the New
York Herald says:

Within a few hours of the time set for
their marriage today Davis J. Coldren ac-
cidentally shot his fiancee, Bessie Regent,
while they were arranging the furniture
in their new home, No. 418 Budd street.
The wound has been pronounced mortal.
No sooner had the girl been informed that
she would probably die than she asked
that Father O'Connor be sent for, and
while she lay gasping for breath upon a
cot in the Presbyterian Hospital the mar-
riage ceremony was performed. It was
followed immediately by the last rites of

| the church.

It was a most dramatic wedding. The
@obbing bridegroom, the dying bride hold-
ing his hand and endeavoring to comfort
him, the priest reading the solemn words,
whiles policemen stood by ready to take
the man to a prison cell, combined to
make the scene most impressive.

Coldren is several years younger than
his wife, who is just twenty-five. He
works in a furniture factory at Thirty-
ninth street and Powelton avenue and
has an excellent reputation. The invita-
tions were out for the service, which was
to have taken place at 3 o'clock this after-
noon. Miss Regent had tried on her wed-
ding dress. She had then omnly to put
the finishing touches on the furniture and
their future home before the wedding.

They began moving around chairs,dress-
ers, tables and sofas, and were about
ready to dress .for the wedding when
Coldren eaid:

“Here, Bessie, put this thing away in
some corner where it won’t do any dam-
age.”

The girl had not had time to turn when
there was a flash and a report.

“Oh, Dave, I'm shot!” she cried.

She was hurried to the Presbyterian
Hospital, near by.

She revived, and her first sentence was:
“Send for Dave; I want to be married be-
fore I die.”>

Father O’Connor was summoned by tele-
phone. Coldren was taken to the hospital
in the patrol wagon.

“You didn’t mean to do it. Don’t let
them arrest you,” said the bride on her
deathbed.

‘Coldren will have a hearing tomorrow.

TROUT THAT  WEIGH
TWO POUNDS AND MORE

Man from Pocologan Comes With Fine
Fish, and Story of a Lake Full of
Them.

There came a man to town last evening
with fish that made the eyes of anglers
‘bright with joy and admiration. Hand-
| somely marked, stout and gamey-looking
trout they were, and they weighed from a
pound each to two and a half. They came
from Bear Lake, apparently a newly found
and rich spot to attract the anglers.

William J, Lorimer is the man who had
the fish and will lead fishermen to the
lake which is such a populous haunt of
trout. He is proprietor of the hunting and
fishing grounds near Pocologan. Beay Lake
is eituated five miles in from Pocologan,
which is thirty-three miles from the city
on the N, B. Southern. Xe says that one
can le{u‘e here on the morning train and
find him at the etation, fish the river or
lakg and be back next day with a basket
which it would do a man’s heart good to
lcok into. The' lake, he says, has appare
ertly never been fished. He says he has
trusty guides to attend woul-be anglers.

Mr. Lorimer is not unknown here. He
Iwas a member of The Telegraph mechanical
|staff in the days of Mr., Livingsion and
| Mr. Elder. He has been the proprietor
of newspapers in St. Stephen and Bt. An-
drews. A year or more ago he took up his
rexidence at Pocologan.

He plans to make it one of the head-
quarters for sportsmen, both in the hunt-
ing and tishi'ng season region. In the near
future he will erect a number of buildings
near the station in order to have the place
mote convenient for intending visitors. For
the present there are camps at the fishing
grounds but he says Tthose who intend ‘o
stay there overnight should bring blankets.
The fish Mr. Laurimer brought with him
attracted a good deal of attention last
n:ght. They will doubtless attract a good
deal more today as some of the best have
been put on exhibition in the window of
W.L.Williams’ store, formerly M. A.Finn's,
Prince William street.

THREE HUNDRED MEN
ESCAPE FROM BURNING
MINE IN NICK OF TIME

Pittsburg, May 21—Three hundred min-
ers were today rescued from a fire in the
Huzel Kirk mins No. 1 of the Pittsburg
and Westmorciand <oal Company at
Washington, and are tonight fighting the
fire to prevent the destruction of the
plant. TPhe fire has already caused a dam-
age of $25,000 and in beyond control of
the surface. The blaze started in an en-

| gine house which was soon destroyed, to-
| gether with a warehouse and tipple. The

500 miners in the works were in danger
and a trapper boy volunteered to go into
the- mine and warn the men. e gained
an entrance through a winding stairway
in the airshaft. While the dmen outside
fought the Hames with buckets of water

|
| and kept- the blaze from the air shaft
|

He rather thinks a refugee might scorn, as |

minews poured from the pit. The cage
<haft was soon ablaze and as it would be
2 short time until burning embers from
the <haft timbers would ignite the coal,

|

'a trainload of buckets was rushed from °

Monongahela and a bucket brigade of 300
miners was formed. . Water was taken in-
to the mine through the airshaft and the
bottom of the cage rhaft was deluged.

The C. P. R. have brought fifty Ttal-
ians here from along the line to carry on
the ballasting and bridge , work on the
extension between Fairville\and St. John.

Boots for dogs are declared to be the latest
fashionable novelty. But it has long been
the custom ‘to supply these articles to catg
when they sing too much at night time.
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