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His Lordship Bishop Richardson hes

< owtit ele Yot ton. to])

Commodore J. L. Stewart, ex-M. L. A,
publisher of fle Chatham World, who
objects to Bible reading in the pub-
lic schools:

My Dear Mrh?ly the courtesy of
one of your subderibers, I have been
privil to read the leading article]
upon * on in the Schools’ which
appeared in your issué of April 17th.
In view of the: fact ibat. the article
refers at some length to the action
yecently taken by the Diocesan Synod
of Fredericton’ in regard to this im-
portant question, you will
1 am sure, to say a fow
1f 1 do 0, it is mot witn uny deeire
to enter into a newspaper controversy
upon the subject, but in order to Mmake
a little more clear certain facts, which

- you would appear to have overlooked.

1 need not refer at any length to
your statement as to the origin of
the present system other than to iay
that it Is difficult to doubt that the
spirit of the compromise to which you
refer,—Af indeed, not its actual lettsr,
—by virtue of which certain p )}
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.privileges were granted exclusively to

one religious body, has been long since
disregarded. When, as you rightly
point out new schools are started, «nd
the claim advanced for them,—a claim
that would seem to have been recog:
nized a# veadily as it has been M-
vanced,~that, not only shall they be
acogpted: as part of the public scl a1
8y but that the interest charges
invbived. in the erection of magnifi-
cent buildings shall be ‘o all intents
and purposes paid out of public funds,
one begins to understand how \ ght-
fully elastic in its interpretations a
compromise can be. But for the pres-
ent 1 am content to let that pass.

1 must claim the privilege, how-
ever, of correcting you upon ome Or
two important points. ¥You speak of
two powerful forces working against
our common school system, one of
which desires separate . schools, in
which its doctrines may be inculcat-
ed, whilst the other wants to make the
common schools objectionable to half
the peogile by having the Scriptures
read and expounded in them. It is
quite true that from the one side there
is the eéxpressed desire for separate
gchools, and even as was recently
made q:ne glear by an authoritative
statement upon the subject, the ex-
pressed determination to get- them
80 soon @s circumstances make a
change in the law possible. But,
Sir, there has been no demand from
the other side to have the Scriptures
expounded’ in the public #chools. That
{s an assumption upon your part, for
which there {s absolutely no founda-
tion. It might haye been wiser for you
to ascertafn the facts hefore making
such an assumption the gravamai of
your charge against the

reading,
difficulty and discord, would have @&
precisely contrary effect.

Upon one more point let me touch,
and 1 have done. You assume,—
and, once more, it is an assumption
that has no foundation,—that it would
be impossible to make such a selection
of passages as would be generally

Yet the C from
which the memoria® to the Board of
Education came,~rep! i as I
have said, the Baptists, Presbyter-
lans, Methodists, Congregationalists,
and Anglicans in New Brunswick—
readily agreed upon a syllabus of
Scripture readings. You will remind
me, perhaps, that the Roman Catho-
les of the province did not assent to
that selection. That is quite true,
but I may tell you, Sir, what perhaps
you do not know,—that in a letter
which, on behalf of the Conference, 1
had the homor of addressing to the
Bishop of Chatham, the offer was made
to submit the proposed readings to
him, and to his brother, the Bishop of
St. John, and the assurance given that
we should be ready to accept the elim-
{nation of any passages of which they
might not approve. The offer was re-
fused, or, at least, was not accepted,
but the fact that it was made affords
ample evidence, one would ' suppose,
that rejection of the memorial by the
Board of Education was not because
there 18 any insuperable difficult in
the matter of selecting Scripture pass-
ages for reading.

One w more, ‘The Scriptures in
the publiy’ schools!’ you say, "No, * *
teach homesty, truthfulness, maniless,

' good cftizenship, and char-

Catholic bodies. It is true that there
was some two years ago an organizad
effort,—and pot be it temarked, by the
Church of England alone, but by the
Bap! , Presbyterians, Methodists
and gregationalists also of the
proviiace—to have made vbligatory the
reading of selected passages from Holy
Scripture, together with the riemor-
izing of and examination upon, certain
portions, but that was all. There was
to be no exposition. ’

The point is of considerable import-
ance, for it makes quite clear the um-
questionable fact that the granting of

the memorjal in question would have

imposed no new disability upon any
one. As the law stands at present, the
teacher 18 left free to read or not to
read the Beriptures and even thore im-
portant still, he is at lberty to make
his own selection of passages for read-
ing. Under this proviaton, I think
that I am right in saying that in the
great majority of schools the Serip-
tures are read with more or less reg-
ularity. ‘The object in view, thenm,
was not the introduction of the read-
ing of the Bible, for that to a consid-
erable extent is in the schools already,
but to make sucn reading obligatory,
and thus to place the Word of God at
least upon a like level of importance
with the subjects of secular study
that are upon the curriculum. In
the § t of the rialists, tvat
in itself would have been a great gaim.
1t would ut least tend to remove . &
danger that under present conditions
does undoubtedly exist—that of creat-
ing in the child’s mind the impression
thait the Bible, and that for which it
8t il human life, is after all of
very secondary importance compared
with the other elements in a sound
education. It may be, of course, that
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)| in the schools.’ S8ir, it is
because we desire to thus educate the
children of our land, because we want
them to become honest, truthful, man-
ly, patriotic, citizens, and to have in
theif hearts ‘that most excellent gift
of charity, the very bond of peace and
&1l virtues,’ that we plead for the au-
thoritative reading of the Bible in the
schaools; for the pages of all Christian
history are clear-voiced in their wit-
ness to the insufficiency of even the
best moral teaching without the sup-
port of some supernatural sanction. It
18 in the Word of God that we find
such a sanction.

Faithtully yours,

JOHN FREDERICTON.
GENERAL IDEA OF
WORLD GRAIN CROP
NOW AVAILABLE

The ‘numerous advices received
from the various governments by the
International Institute of Agriculture
have now reached a_ totel rendering it
possible to form a general idea to the]
extent of winter sowings in the north-
ern hemisphere,

With respect to wheat, tt is ascer-
tained that the area sown during the
autumn and winter was, for the swm
of the eountries brought under review,
a greater one than in the previous sea-
gon, and further that this increase ia
far from. being negligible. In Denmark,
where 57,000 hectares were sown, tho
increase is 2,4 per cent. over that of
the winter of 1916; in France the in-
crease is 7,6 per cent, with an aggre-
gate area of 4,697.040 hectares winter
sown in 1917, In England, Scotland and
Luxemburg, with areas of much less
importance, the additions were re-
spective 15 per cent, 21,8 per cent. and
4,8 per cent. Spain is alone in report-
ing a decrease; the winter sowings
have taken place on an area of 3814,
394 hectares, which is less by 5,6 per
cent, than the corresponding area in
the previous year.

Turning to America, the areg sown
with winter wheat is 17,065,777 hec-
tares, or 105, 2 per cent. of the corre-
sponding area in 1917. On the other
hand, the data for Canada show a de-
crease of 4,6 per cent.: 287,773 hec-
tares as compared with 298,265 in
1916-17. It may be well to remark that
winter sowings in Canada areé no more
than one twentieth of the total area un-
der cereal crops.

In Asia, winter sowings were con-
siderably larger. In British India they
took place over an extent of 13.728.-
508 “ectares as regards wheat, against.
12.514.634 hectares in the previous
year affording an increase of 9.7° per
cent. In Japan the advance was 18
per cent with an area of §90.000 hee-
tares of winter wheat.

Finally in Tunis the increase is re-|"

markable, as it reaches 13.2 per cent.
winter wheat being sown on 600,000

crop
good In l'::am and | quintals, or 80,6 per cent. of the crop
fairly in Switzer-|1916-17 and 130,0 per cent of the aver-
, average in Ireland, Italy and|age yield.

THE CRISIS!
UST an ordinary cup of coffee! Surely nothing could
be more ‘commonplace to you. But—

To wounded, broken and exhausted Canadian men stag-
‘gering out of a furnace of shells, at Vimy Ridge, with
nerves torn to pieces, that little refreshment 1n the moment

of crisis—who can measure its significance? For it may
mean life itself!

Is there a man, woman or boy in
all' Canada to whom these heroes
would appeal in vain? Will you
help the Y.M.C.A. supply the coffee
and the thousand and one other
needs of body, mind and spirit ‘‘over
there?”

Can proud Canadians send a more
heartening, more practical message
to Canadian heroes now amid the
perils of the greatest battle in history
than this: “that the Canadian people
responded to the Call of the Y.M.CA.
with magnificent, abundant whole-
hearted Generosity!” Will YOU
Help?

Many Give their Lives—All Gan Groe their Money

Here is an officer's picture of the
need: “I wish you and the people
supplying free hot drinks could see
the men coming in after a big action.
They would look like grotesque scare-
crows if you couldn’t see the pathos
of it. ‘Their shoulders and heads
sag forward and they slouch slowly
along with never a glance to left or
right. The strangest thing about
them is their faces. If the tension 1s
not broken the brain may snap. I
certainly believe that in thousands of
cases it was that first hot coffee that
dragged the man back to life and
sanity.”
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