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Great Britain and France, through
their Ministers in Bogota, have both
notified Colombia now, the legation
was told, that no unneutral acts had
heen committed by that country.
The cable to the legation says:
“The Britsih and French legations

on Operations In East Result
of Which May Have Marked Effect on
Duration of War—Germans Sending Strong
Reinforcements and Guns to Swing Battle
—Battle In West Flanders Has Developed
Into Artillery Duel—Turkish and Russian
Squadron Meet In Long Range Duel.

Paris, Nov. 19, 10.40 p, m.—The official communication issued
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THE DAY'S WAR
NEWS TOLD IN
SHORT METRE

Although only meagre reports
are at hand from any of the scenes
of hostilities, it seems probable
that in the western strip of Poland
with its northern and southern
boundaries respectively the Vis-
tula and Warta rivers, and its wes-
tern front, the border of Posen,
the most severe contest for su-
premacy is proceeding

‘Particularly quiet,” Is the des-
cription of the operations in the
western zone given by the French
war office, although the usual ar-
tillery duels and attacks by in-
fantry at various places were in
progress' Tracy-Le-Val, a short
distance to the northeast of Paris
and at the crook of the elbow of
the western battlefront, was the
principal scene in the infantry at-
tacks. Here the French reported
they held a German attempt to
capture the town, Inflicting heavy
casualties.

. As for the east, Petrograd has
admitted a big reverse in Poland
— reverse in which the Russian
armles have been pushed back at
least fifty miles from the German
border toward Warsaw—but Ber-
lin remains reticent concerning
the operations.
GERMANS TRYING TO PRESS
RUSSIANSN BACK TO WARSAW

“In the eastern theatre of the
war the newly commenced battles
are proceeding,” is all the Ger-
man war office has had to say. A
semi-official Berlin report says
‘reasons of strategy” prevent dis-
closure of the troops movement.

That these batties “are proceed-
ing,’ however, is taken to mean
that the Germans are still press-
ing against the Russians in an en-
deavor to drive them back east-
ward to Warsaw, over the same
ground where only a short time
ago the Russians held the whip
hand, and herded the Germans
westward before them from the
Polish capital toward the German
frontier.

Along the East Prussian border
the Muscovites claim that they
are continuously pressing forward
and making inroads into German
territory, Here also, Germany
makes no claim. As for Poland,
she merely says, “the batties are
proceeding.”

With regard to the operations
southward in Galicia, and in sou-
thern Russian Poland, the Rus-
sians, according to unofficial re-
ports, are still following up pre-
vious successes against the Aus-
trians. On the other hand, a news
agency despatch from Vienna de-
clares the Austrians have captur
ed 7,000 prisoners and a large
number of guns.

A battle has taken place in the
Black Sea between Rusian and
Turkish warships. As to its result
the reports are contradictory. Pe-
trograd claims that the former
German cruiser Goeben, which
now flies the Turkish flag, was
struck by Russian shells, that ex-
plosions occurred on board her
and that she quit the encounter
and disappeared In the fog, tak-
ing advantage of her speed. Con-
stantinople through Beriin makes
no mention of the Goeben having
been injured but says one Russian
battieship was badly injured and
that the others fled toward Sebas.
topol, off which place the fight oc-
curred,

From the British general head-
quarters at the front comes a fur-
ther account of the fighting along
the British lines covering the per-
jod from November 13 to 16. In
this recital it is declared that the
situation so far as it relates to
the British, has not altered in that
time. =

The engagements consisted, for
the most part, of shelling at long
range, and the viclent German at-
tacks, which had previously been
so persistent, had not been resum-
ed.
That several close
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Charges of Brutality to Women
of China and Pillaging of
Homes Refuted by Officials
at Tokio,

(Correspondence of the Ass'd Press.)

Tokio October : T following
official statement made to
the sociated Press concerning the
charges made in China that the Japa-
nese army has been guilty of pillage
and the di noring of Chinese women
“An investigation concerning alleg-
ed acts of brutality to our expedition-
ary forces at Kiao Chow shows that
they are distorted versions of requi-
sitions legitimately made by armies
in course of war. The report that our
soldiers have committed acts of brutal-
ity towards Chinese women s with-
out foundation.
“If Chinese have been wounded or
killed it is because they atacked a
detachment of Japanese troops who
were in a state of legitimate defence.”
The baseless charges against the

encounters

mering.
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emy, Former Escaping After Rus-
sian Ships Give Her Severe Ham-

Petrograd, Nov, 19—The following
official statement was given out to-
day by the Russian Ministry of Ma-
rine regarding the naval battle in the
Black Séa between the Russian and
Turkish fleets:

“On November 18 a division of the
Black Sea fleet, reéturning from its
cruise to Sebastopol near the coast
of Anatolia, sighted, twenty-five miles
from the Bhersones Light, a Turkish
detachment consisting of the Goeben
and the Breslau, The Russian fleet
immediately drew up in battle order,
bringing the enemy to starboard, and
opened fire at a distance of forty
cable lengths (about five miles). The
first salvo of 124nch guns from the
flagship Admiral Evstafry struck the
Goeben and caused an explosion amid-
ships, setting her on fire. Following
the Evstafry, the other Russian ships
opened fire, the Russian guns giving
an excellent account of themselves.
“A series of explosions were seen in
the hull of the Goeben, which opened
fire slowly. The enemy seemed not to
have expected to meet us. The Ger
mans fired salvos of their heavy guns,
directing them exclusively at the flag-
ship. The encounter continued for
fourteen minutes, after which the
Goeben withdrew jand disappeared in

tackin
ed.

entanglements.

the fog, taking advantage of her
speed,

“The Breslau took no part in the
fight, holding herself on-the horizon.
The Evstafry suffered only insignifi-
cant damage. . The
were a lleutenant and nineteen sail-
ors killed, and five sailors slightly
wounded."

The following officlal comrunica-
tion was issued from General Head-
quarters tonight.

“On the left bank of the Vistula
the action has developed during the
last few days in two regions—on the
front between the Vistula and the
Warta, and on the line between Czen-
stochowa and Cracow. These com-
bats have taken on a character of ex-
treme ferocity, presenting generally
a continuous offensive and defensive
alternately.

“In East Prussia our troops are at-
positions strongly establish-

Russian losses
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and were caught by the fire of our ma-
chine guns as they retired, losing
about half their number.

“On our right all was quiet. The
weather on this day was about the
worst we have yet experienced. It
was bitterly cold, and rain fell in tor
rents, Nevertheless, in spite of all dif-
ficulties, our aviators carried out a

ful r For some

ast of Angerburg the German
trenches are supplied with triple wire
We have taken pos-
session of some of these positions
about five miles east of Angerburg,
and the passage between Lakes Bou-
velno and Yrkloy, ¢apturing nineteen
cannon, six rapid-firers and several
hundred prisoners.

“In West Galicia our offensive con-
tinues.”

time they hovered over the German
lines, observing the emplacements of
the batteries and searching the roads
for hostile columns in the midst of a
storm of driving snow and sleet, which
was encountered at high altitudes.

“Further information has recently
come to hand regarding the enemy’s
method of sniping and spylug. Non-
commigsined officers are offered Iron
Crosses if they will penetrate our lines
at night. These that attempt this work,

EYE-WT
OF §
N

London, Nov. 19, 9.20 p. m.~The fol+
lowing descriptive account, which has
been communicated by an eye-witness
present with General Headgquarters,
continues and supplements the nar-
rative published on November 17 of
the movements of the British force
and the French armies in immedlate
touch with it:

November 16.—The nature of the
gituation on our front has not altered
since the last letter, The Germans
have continued to press generally
aong our line, and have focused their
attention mostly round Ypres, though
there has, up to now, mot been a re-
sumption of the violent attacks against
that place.

“Friday, the 13th, was windy, with
much rain. Trying, as life in the
trenches is under such conditions, our
men have at least the consolation of
knowinz that the enemy were in a
worse plight, for the wind blew stead-
ily in thelr faces.
“On four left, the morning passed in
desuitory shelling, which gradually
swelled in the afternoon into & flerce
bombardment of the action of our line
ing south to the Menin-Ypres road

occurred, h y I8

have recognized the scrupulous neu-
trality observed by Colombia in the
presnt emergency. Inexact state-
ments in regard to Colombia's neu-
trality have been cleared away. As
regards wireless communications, we
observe the same practices as the
United States. In regard to coal, we
permit steamers to take only the

at our ports to ask for coal.”

WANTED LAST LODK
AT HERD OF THE

necesgary amounts to enable them to
reach the next foreign port. As Co-
tombia is not bound to the rules of
The Hague convention, which allow
a larger quantity of coal, foreign bel-
ligerent ships have not been coaling

INDiAK MUTINY

Japanese army are doubtless founded
on the following incidents:
“On September 16 Japanese 8ol
diers at Helriten entered a Chinese
home to buy fruit when they were
surrounded by a band of menacing vil-
lagers, Being in danger the Japanese
fired blank cartridges to frighten the
Chinese but without result. Attacked,
they defended themselves by using
ball cartridges. One OChinaman was
killed, and one wounded. We consid-
ered this a case of legitimate defence.
“On September 15, at Laishu, a sol-
dier attached to the commissariat, be-
ing asaulted by a Chinese coolie,
struck the coolie over the head with

by reference to heavy losses,
and the admission that the Ger
mans had succeeded. in penetrat-
ing the British lines at one or two
points, only later to be driven out.

Owing to the flooded country on
the northern line in Belgium the
belligerents frequently resort to
the use of flat-bottomed boats in
their operations.

Turkey has not yet replied to
the request of the United States
government for information as to
why the launch of the American
crulser Tennessee was fired upon
by Turkish land forces at Smyrna,
i an is not forth i

T
This was the prelude to an attack
along the whole line. Around Ypres
the enemy rushed our trenches at
one point, but they were driven out
again, and the asault was repulsed.
Here again our losses, though heavy,
were much ess them those of the
Germans.
“Ag each successivesttemptto take
ypres by assault falls, the bombard-
ment of the unhappy town is renewed
with everincreasing fury.
“Further to the south on our left
centre, the situation remained practl-
D e Soee, 842, aa 1o
lost here and t ) B
o R right, and

a sabre and wounded him. This also
was an act of justifiable defence, car-
ried out in the exercise of duty.
“On September 29, 'a soldier of the
guard was on night duty at Nenshan,
when a Chinaman tried to seize his
rifie from behind. In the ensuing
struggle the Chinaman fiercely resist:
ed arrest. The soldier was forced tg
wound his assailant with his bayw

i

also was a legitimate act.” 1
The statement concludes: *
“The strictest discipline is enforced
in the Japanese army. There hai
been no brutaiity, and no pillage. The
truth will only serve to establish the
giory of our arms.’”

shortly, it is probable that the
American government will ask the
British Admiralty for permission
to use its wireless to communicate
with the American ships in Tur
kish waters. ' . : ¢
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Buffalo, N. Y., Nov. 18—At a meet-
Buffalo Federation

very heavy fire from their guns.

treatment.
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After

altern in command being killed.
pany sergeant-major.
tinguished Conduct Medal,
since died of his wounds.

from Trenches,

day, on the southeast of Ypres,
tween Hollebeke

four

“The attack was led by the com-
This non-com-
missioned officer was awarded the dis-
but has

Enemy Caught in Attempt to Escape
“te bombardment slackened con-
siderably in this quarter. During the
and Wytschaete,

there was some hard fighting in which
the French held their ground. On our

having discarded boots, helmets and
other impediementa, crawl as close as
bl pur def and try to
attract the attention of one of our
sentries by throwing s stone in a di
rection contrary to that in which they
are crawling. This generally causes
neighboring sentries to fire, thus be-
traying their positions and that of our
line of trenches.
German Snipers Disgulsed in Khaki.
“These spies, or snipers, often wear
khak! uniforms and woolen caps simi-

lar to those worn by our men and, thus
disguised, sometimes succeed in get-

spots from which they shoot men pas-
sing to and fro. Many of them speak
English well and display great 1
ty in getting out of tight corners.
“Another reason for penetrating our

gained some ground under cover of @!jines is the cutting of telephone wires
In the'gnd behind one section of our front
afternoon our left centre was subjectedpreaks have of late been very frequent.
to shelling salone and in our centre,
Armentieres was subjected to similar
The town is now practic-
ally deserted by its inhabitants.
“During the day Bethune was bom-
barded by the enemy, who continued
to devote his attention to the towns,|
villages and roads in the rear of our
line, rather than to the trenches them-
selves.
“On Sunday, the fifteenth, on our
left, east of Ypres, a well conducted
counter-attack was carried out aginst
that portion of the line occupled by
the enemy on the previous day, where
he had established himself in some
stables and trenches, Two attempts
had already failed, when, at 5.30 a, m,,
2 gun was brought up to within three
hundred yards range.
rounds had been fired, & party succeed-
ed in carrying the position, the Sub-

That the damage has not been entirely
due to bursting shells has now been
provd by the capture of one of the
enemy's secret agents, carrying wire-
cutters and a rifle. The man was
known to have been on intimate terms
with the Germans before they retired
from the area now occupied by us.”
The “eye-witness” concludes with an
eulogy of a French doctor who, with
several Nuns, remained in Ypres dur-
ing the bombardment, nursing fifty-
two German wounded, and was finally
killed by a shell. The day after his
death the Nuns and wounded were re-
moved to a place of safety.

NEW DISCOVERY MAY

Geneva,
preparation which, it is said,
stop almost

i ed by Professor

ting right behind our line to favorable

SAVE LIVES OF THOUSANDS
ON THE BATTLEFIELD

Switzerland, Nov. 19—A
will
instantly the flow of
blood from a wound, has been invent-
Kocher, of Berne,
who was awarded the Nobel prize for
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abpndonment of the
sive in Poland for ti
northern province.
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A Russian staff
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cause of the present (
Poland:

“The Russian arm:
tains three times as

THE CAU
bLASG

surgery in 1912, and his assistant, Dr.
A. F. Ence. The new preparation is
called coagulen.

It is in the form of a powder, and
is dissolved in water before being ap-
plied to a wound. The discoverers
of coagulen have made a gift of their
invention to the armies in the field,
and have sent large quantities of the
powder to the surgical headquarters
of both the German and French arm-
fes. The discovery is regarded by
medical men here as likely to save
the lives of thousands of soldiers,
since it can be applied by untrained
hands, so that the wounded man him-
self, or his comrade, might use the
solution.

———— e ——
REV. CANON. BOGERT DEAD -

Belleville, Ont., Nov, .19—Rev. Can-
on David Bogert died at his home
here at noon today, a! a long 1l1-
ness. Canon Bogert was Past Grand
Chaplain of the Masonic Grand Lodge
of Ontarig. . /. . ¢ '
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left centre nothing occurred bey
the usual shelling. In the centre
scored a local success, Some of

trenches and houses lately captured by
the Germans were heavily bomhardad
by our howitzers, with the result that
the defenderg bolted from the position
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