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THE NASH'S CREEK TRAGEDY AGAIN.

The Standard prints with great pleasure a communi-
cation criticising the view expressed in these columns
of the Na Creek disaster and the verdict thereon.
Had the writer desired that his name should appear with
his letter it would be a still greater privilege to print it.
There 'is charming in the unconsciousness |
with which our correspondent assumes that journals \\'lm:
differ the case are not stating (heh'i
own convict but presenting a partisan statement. A
frame of mind so unjudicial easily blinds “M's” mind to
the fact that The Standard supported the finding of the
which was unanimous, and was reached

something

from his view of

Coronei's Jury
by men of bota parties sworn to be judicial.

We do we that the|
“disobedience.” 1If a mzmi
wrecked and it
hkave disobeyed. The
given by correspondent is of
It supposes the driver to be

not get very far when say

wreck of & train is due to

is oxdercd not to allow his train to be

is wrecked bLe is proved to
Jorgue

ggeration

imaginary di our

course
doubtful
ready to risk it

an e
wh or the train can reach safety, and yet

The real case is that of officers hav-

ing no doubt that they are safe and yet proving to be
wrong Such au error in judgment may be disobedience
if it res it did in the Nash's Creek case. Had
the train the distance to the siding one minute
quick ot the other been delayed half a minute, or
had there :ht agent with a warning at the

t passed just before the collision,
«wve been no wreck and no accident—and

station whicl: t
there
no dis

might

obedience

there was disobedience. But

that

the jurc stop there. They evidently did
not think tl in crew’'s obedience to orders cov-
ered the whole yonsibility, or that such violation of
orders covered the whole blame, So they declared
that thev bod no sympathy with the orders themselves,
and recommended that lives of passéngers be safe-

stations which
In short the

night  officer at
some trains pass.

keeping a

gumrded by

when

ar no closed

jurors fcund that if the train crew was to blame they
were not the only parties to blame. That unanimous
non partisar  opinion comemnds itself to this journai
@s strictly in accord with the facts and thé evidence.

himself

Yet
an occasion for eloquence, as when he closed
Moutreal Board of Trade banquet

for
railroad man than an orator,

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy would claim

that he is more a
he rosc
his speech at a
with thes
“] think at this stage of our history we can with a
forward to
our coun-

recent
words
look

at d and certainty

of propriety

not remote future, and view

“the L of ¢

“try will be, productive, prosperous and populous,

*“with the lines of transportation necessary to con-
*nect the provinces aud provide for their traffic; that
“our fields and forests and fisheries worked conservately
“and intelligently will yield handsome profits; with our
“minerals adding yearly to our national wealth; with our
“water powers harnessed and furuishing energy to our
“faciqries to t dle the country's products; with our

“waterways deepened and improved and our ocean ports
traffic that come to them;
of faster ships on the Pacific
Atlantic, and with the Dominion
amongst the intelligent, re-

Because while this vast
being carried on education

“equipped to meet

“with an increased fleet

any may

*“and faster ships on the
a foremost place

the world.

“oecupying
“fined peoples of

*progres: has

been and is
i5 not being neglected and literature and the arts have
“been encouraged We can look forward to see Canada

“as a grea! nation, a powerful influence in the councils

“of the British people, unfailing in her devotion and fealty

*t0 the mother land, with an attachment which grows
“with her growth and strengthened as she has strength-
“encd--a npation self-reliant and self-contained, honored
*and respected by all her fellow Dominions in the
“Empire, a mogt potent factor in Imperial affairs.”
THE HESTIA DISASTER.
Fo: ten months the beacon that was employed to

warn vesels against a dangerous ledge in the Bay of
At the end of that time the
Hestia steamed into the bay and went on to the rock,
with the result tnat she was lost and 39 people were
One of the survivors writes to the press:—
*1s there any way of describing such stupidity or incom-

Will the Canadian people allow such things
The Canadian people do allow such things to
Tt was only two years ago that a Liberal member

Fundy remained unlighted.

drowned.

“petence?
“to be?"

be.
from British Col d

d the 1, of Mr.

Brodeur's department in the management of Pacific coast
In this
cage the majority in Parliament remained unmoved. Mr.
Brodeur, instead of regretting the calamity, berated the
owners of the lost ship for not having wireless tele-
graphy; while another Ministerialist claimed that such
mmatters ought not to be discussed because they hurt the

affair: as criminal and nobody seemed to mind.

8t. John route!

_ {1t may strike some of them that a proclamation purport-

=lemptory order to

|nounced that owing to age and failing health he could
(no longer accept

jconuected with it,

UP TO THE CITIZE

Mr. Pugsley prevents the Dominion Government from
replying to the yuestion whether the Rallway Depart:
ment will operate the Valley Rallway if it should be
constructed with the help of a provincial guarantee.
The Minister of Public Works pleads that no answer
Ishould be given until the provincial legislature passes a
guarantee act, and specifies the grades and curves,
welght of rails, and all other details.

Then Mr. Pugsley writes a letter to Alderman Scully
to say that he is prepared to ask his colleagues to place
in the estinates an appropriation towands meeting one-
third of the cost of the Navy Island bridge provided he
is arsured tbat the city and the province will each
contritute a llke amount. Thereupon the Pugsley or-
gans say that it is “up to Mr. Hazen' to do something.”

Mr. Hazen might invite Mr. Pugsley to put his prop-
osition in the form of a statute, and to say to how long
and high and wide and heavy the bridge must be.

But it is not likely that the Attorney General will
take any such position. He will probably desire to
hear frem the city of St. John on a question which con-
cerns that municipality first and chiefly. As yet the
city council has not proposed to cqatribute one-third of
the cost of this bridge. A joint invitation from Ottawa
and Fredericton to the citizens to tax themselves an
indefinite amount from $250,000 up, being a minimum of
thirty dollars per family, may have a benevolent ap-
pearance, But since the suggested appropriations call
for & much larger proportionate sacrifice from the tax
payers of St. John than from either the province or the
dominion, the citizéns may naturally think that “it is “up
to them” to have something to say about this matter.

ing to come from Mr. Pugsley, followed by a kind of per-
Mr. Hazen to follow suit, looks like
an effort to stampede the city into a scheme, the cost
of which is as yet quite indefinite. If the city desires
to pay one-third of the cost of this enterprise, it-can say
S0. Unti” it does these conditional appropriations have
the appearance of an Indian gift.
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A MITIGATED RETIREMENT.

Some few years ago Professor Goldwin Smith an-

+
*
: oot

t
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“God enriche the tyme to come,
With smyling plentie and fair
prosperous daye.”"—Shakespeare.

A Christmas Card

from Tremaine Gard
“Christmas is Coming” this time sure
and to select a good, suitable pres-
ent that will not only be good i
appearance and style, but a se
vicealle article, and at a reaso!
able price, one must go to
reliable store before the rush
avold mistake
ine the articles and see for tl
selves what may_suit their
pose best, but
money out of the
you can spend it jul
here, and see what
personally, and kno'
before presenting.
been selecting, recet
now opening for ins
I consider the very chi
date line of goods I
seen; in Diamond Set articles as
Specialties, I am offering at very
low prices for such fine goods to
cash customers Watches, Clocks,
Jewelery, Silver ware, Toilet
Goods, Manicure Sets and pleces;
Opera Glasses, Fountain Pens, and
many other most useful articles
suitable for gifts to either ladies
or gentlemen and will prove satis-
factory to both giver and receiver.
All guaranteed by

W. TREMAINE GARD,

‘and half §

r strike as illustrated

We have the largest and best line of Clocks for
the Holiday trade, that we have ever offered.

Price $3.75

Telephone
or call and
ment.

. H. FLI
86?/. Prince

R.P. & W. F. Starr,

 Goldsmith & Jeweler, 72 Charlotte S.

Limited

invitations to public functions or to
banquets or address meetings. Shortly
afterward an interesting occasion arose and the speech
of Professor Goldwin Smith was the principal incident

take part in

A few weeks ago Professor Goldwin Smith announc
ed tha. he had retired from journalism, This declara-
tion was noticed with appropriate comment and many

expressions of regret that the Bystander would no
longer be heard from on current events. We are
pieased, however, to notice that during last month,

Ile:tvrs and articles signed “Goldwin Smith” dealing with
the gucstion of the Canadian navy have appeared in the
Toronto press and that he has contributed at least
one article to the London Spectator, one to the New York
Nation, and one letter to the New York Sun. Doubtless
there were other contributions which did not come to
the notice of The Standard.

Professor Goldwin Smith is not like Coleridge's be-
lated guest

“Who has outstayed his welcome while,

: “And tells the jest without the smile.”
|{His method of retirement is eminently satisfactory.

| A TIMID PREMIER.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier appears to be haunted with the
{awful fear of losing an Ottawa seat. He carried both
lin 1904 by majorities of 1,457 and 1,053. Yet in 1908
w'h(»- was afraid to risk the contest with the ticket that
‘h.uj been selected by the party in a regular convention.
{Both nominations were cancelled and Sir Wilfrid himself
|took the place of one candidate.  Still he was afraid, and
|though he ha¢: geclined to increase the salary of civil
ism\'unts while Parliament was in session, he promised
|in the middle of the election campaign a level increase
10!‘ fifteen per cent. on the salary of the whole inside
including some 1,600 Ottawa electors, and also
promised that the increase would be dated back from the
previous September. This undertaking, involving an
;inrn ase of $340,000 a year, was followed by the return of

Wiifrid and his colleague in Ottawa by majorities
Inl' G694 and 427. Sir Wilfrid was also elected in Quebec
his majority was 2,214, He does not wish
{to give up that riding and seems to fear the resignation
of Ottawa, The way for the latter has been partially
prepared by an increase in the federal appropriation for
{beautify'ng the city, and by estimates for going rapidly
;l’orumd with the $3,000,000 group of public bulldings.
But even then the mind of the Premier is clouded with
a doubt., Something in the state of Denmark must be
in an advarced stage of decomposition.

service

ll-jusl, where

“ON THE CONTRARY.”

The Telegraph charges that when the Sun demands
Intercolenial reforms it mrerely wants Intercolonial pat-
ronage. To which the Sun replies:—

“Before the Sun began to criticise the present sys.
“tem of Intercolomial management and to suggest re-
“forms, it had the Intercolonial patronage. By ceasing
“its criticismns and joming in the organized resistance
“to reform, the Sun can be restored to the patronage
“list tomorrow.

“Th¢ Sun has no objection to government business
‘but refuses to accept it as a gag. The present man-
“agement of the Intercolonial frankly places its printing
“business on this level; and on this level the Sun is not
“geeking it. ‘On the contrary,” as the sea-sick gentleman
“remarked when they asked him if he had dined.”
Between these two Libergl organs the truth about
the Intercoionial may be gradilally ascertained,

THE CIVIL SERVICE.
The civil service commissioners, now in this city, are
meking a tour of Government offices. As yet they have
little control of the outside service, but they have a

natural interest in the methods and in the or ion

Artistic and Novel Jewlry
ware for the table or toilgt,

GIFT PIECES INNUME
Call

Ferguso

There’s No Stonefleft Unturned

IN OUR EFFORTS TO MAKE A GREATSHOWING THIS CHRISTMASTIDE

Diamond Importers and Jewelers, -

all Descriptions. ~ Silver-
new and choice designs.

and Make Your Selections

& Page,
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Letters To
The Editor

To the Editor of The Standard:

Sir,—I cannot help but feel ‘that
your editorial of Thursday on the re-
cent disaster at Nash's Creek is

railway. It would seem almost a
necessity of modern journalism that

than that of a judge who will careful-
ly weigh the evidence and then pre-
sent it to the jury. It would seem to
be the case but the conditions are not
ideal.
There is now no question as to the
immedate cause of the disaster. It
can be written in one word and that
word ‘‘disobedience.” This, however,
is not satisfactory to all of us and
the plain reason must be amplified to
suit other ends.
From reading your editorial one
might imagine a conversation such as
this from a freight train crew at a
way station, figuring on meeting an
opposing train.
Conductor to driver—“Think you
can make Hilltop for 277"

Guess so!
we start out and don't, but that does-
not matter much.

trying.”

people believe the system generally

miss foundation as this.

there will be accidents.

do this,
ner you
tem generally, for it

erica.

that effect.
keep clear of the first.

exact time when

must be who know they im.

The reformation which has begun to take the inside
gervice out of politics will not be allowed to stop there.
When Mr. Borden made civil service reform and appoint-
ments by merit alone a 'plank in his platform, he did
not distinguish between the outside and inside service.
But perhaps it could not be expected that the politicians
weould let the whole patronage go at once. The patron-
age systém may perish by a lingering death, but it
must go

In Great Britain there will be for the next six weeks
a vigercus di jon of the q 1 hether the Lords
or the Commons best interpret the temper of the nation
on the questions now at issue. It is an interesting and
£ i lem and happily it is one to which an

|authoritative answer can be given. We shall hear that
volse mext month and then we shall know.

gets near the danger line.

to see fair play. M.
DEATHS. =

Mr. A.-i'._:!lrm.

Harned o¢curred
Wi at two o'clock Saturday.

warped in judgment and unfair to the

our papers take the position of a bar-
rister with his case to prove rather

We'll likely be killed if

All right! Let her go, nothing like
Surely you cannot make reasonable

prevailing on railways throughout this
continent is based on such a hit or
So long as
men obey their orders accidents such
as we have before us will not happen,
but so long as there is disregard of
rules no matter how good the system

I did not set out to defend the
pfesent system of despatching, It may
not be perfect, probably is far from
it, but in a vast country with limited
resources we have to do the best we
can with the money we have and to
railroads all over America
are managed in practically the man-
now condemn. If, however,
you are going to damn this method
do not confine your condemnation to
the one road, but let it cover the sys-
is practically.
universal on single track lines in Am-
The case is simply this, there
are two classes of trains, the passen-
ger class and the freight class. The
first has the right of way and is not
supposed to know of the existence of
the other unless specially notified to
The second must always
There are at
least five trained men with tested
watches on every train, three on the
head and two on the rear, who are
supplied with information as to the
the opposing train

peril their own lives and the lives of
others if they attempt to run on or
very close to that time and who also
know exactly what to do before their
train by any unforseen circumstance
If by bad
judgment or accident they are near
the time limit they can always protect
their train and the one they are to

meet.

Please do not think 1 have any in-
terest in the Intercolonial or any
other railway, I haven't, but I do like

The death of Mr. Alward Nelson
at his home, St. John
He | Rhona,
of age and came of an

the late Mr. Andrew Hamm, of Car-
leton, who survives. He leaves three
sons, Andrew, John and William, who
ate all residents of Carleton; also
three daughters, one of whom, Mrs,
Ffederlck Brownville, lives on the
West Side; Mrs. FElizabeth McLean
lives at Cumberland Bay, Kings, and
Mrs. Agnes Scott, at Moore's Mills,
Queens county. There are also seven-
teen grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. Mr. Harned last Christ-
mas had almost all of his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchild-
ren—four generations—around his
hoard. There will be much sympathy
with Mrs. Harned and the family in
their bereavement. The funeral will
take place today.

Mrs. Mabel Mahoney.

The death of Mrs. Mabel Mahoney
occurred on Saturday morning about
nine o'clock at the home of her father,
Mr. John Whorton, Main street. She
had been sick for some time with
bronchitis. She is survived by a hus-
band, father, two sisters and one bro-

FAGHION NOTES

Fashions in names, especlally fe-
minine come and go and come again,
sometimes for some traceable reason,
usually with none. Not many years
ago there was in the United States
a marked revival, generally thought
to be due to the recent activities in

research of genealogically inclined
“daughters” and “descendants,” of
the names popular among out fore-

mothers, which had previously for a
long while been considered common-
lace.

Nurseries and kindergartens showed
a crop of quaintly reminiscent little
Susans, Ruths , Eunices, Priscillas,
Judiths and Dorothys. This' fashion
fortunately still prevails but not
alone. A few years ago a fancy was
imported from England for “jewel
names,” and although it never became
g0 popular here as there, it found re-
sponse in a fairly frequent bestowal
of such names as Pearl, Ruby, Jacinth
Crystal, Garnet, Beryl, Emerald or
Esmeralda and even in an occasional
Diamond.

Flower Names.

For the last two years flower names
have caught the favor of young Eng-
lish mothers in fashionable society
and the chronicles of British “nobility
and gentry” show many christenings
by the names of Violet, Lily, Rose and
Myrtle, and not a few by flower names
less familiar, such as Iris, Ivy, Da-
phne, Laurel, Lavender, Fuchsia,
Heatherbell and Verbena.

The Duchess of Sutherland has a
daughter Lady Rosemary Millicent Le-
veson-Gower, and Lady Angela Forbes
named her little girl Marigold.

Not all these names, despite their
pleasantly flowerlike suggestion, can
be accounted successful, but the lit-
tle maids who bear them are luckier
than some of their elder sisters, nam-
ed when the fashion of odd names
from. the Welsh, Scotch or Saxon
chronicles or the poets or even par-
ental invention were popular.

Of Debutantes.

. 'The English society reporter for the
last two or three seasons hag had
to record the doings of debutantes
bearing distinguished surnames, pre-
faced by such disconcerting Christian
—rather un—Chrllthn—umr Ven-
rydd,

ctia, Aurea, Ela, Linnfe, Bl Dul-
cibélla, Ganfreda, ulln .m. Morwenna
Lelgarde.
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