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brother Fred aad I—with
borees and one packed with our provisions
and little kit of camp fixtures.

Just at sunset we climbed a slight eleva-
tion and before us lay the dreaded ferty-
mile desert, which must be crossed without
stopping and without grass or water. All
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On this sea of sand, on which we were | pagrle.

now entering, is where the most of the
suffering and the greatest loss occur, and
God pity the poor fellows who reach it
after the middle of the day. Sand, light,
ashy sand, as far as the eyes can see, atill
bot and crawling from yesterday's pitiess
sun. We bad seen much wreckage and
dead stock before arriving here, but now
we began to seq the desert at ita worst. The
outlines of our trail were no longer marked
with shadowy rocks, but with wreckage ot
dismantled wagons, abandoned tents, all
manner of camp equipage. and the car~
casses of dead animals. We bad no fur-
ther trouble in keeping the trail ; our route
was all too plainly marked. It was as
though a caravan bad been smitten bya
deadly simoom, and all bad perished where
they fell. Here is the desert's harvest of
death.

As we urged forward our panting horses
the sight which met our aching eyes was
one tever to be forgotten. Above us car-
rion birds were circling high in the tainted
air; around us blistering sand. ‘The only
landmarks were abandoned wagons and
dead animais as far as we could see west-
ward, and for rods on either side the bot
sand was thickly strewn with carcasses like

tuily st us. Here ie a bord of cattle, herees,
and mules, just abandoned,
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on the put of the Indian goverament.

them at once to extremities of bunger.
Inthe olidays the devices for famime
reliet in India were of the weeal Asiatic
sort. First, the shops of the gram dealers
were sacked and their owners
When that failed, the offices of the mative
governments were besieged, and whea the
reyel granarios ware sumptiod the
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FAMINES IN INDIA.
Records of Some .ﬁ: Most Destructive
ia Former Use.
Withan overcrowded population of 200,
000,000 of peasants whose annual supply
f food depends upoun a raintall subject to

decided irrogularitio, it is inevitable that | duvin
India ahould suffer from frequentand de" | Books

structive famines. Meteorological obeer-
vations bave disclosed no rule of periodi-
city in these failures of rainfall by which
seasons of drouth can be forcast with cer-
tainty. They have, on the other band,
established the tact that the fall is never
either defic.ent or excessive in any single
year throughout the whole of India. There
is thus always a reserve of food supply in
some part of its area, which may be drawn
upon for use in the needy districts.
It has been discovered, too, that
winters marked by an excessive snow-
fall in the Himalayas are always fal-
lowed by diminished summer rainfall, gen.
erally in northera India, but sometimes in
other portions of the great peninsula. A-
part trom these few facts, gathered within
the past quarter of the century, there is

little data from which seasons of drouth e

may be t st, though it is known that a

a veritable stream of destr id

ing and narrowing, but always continuing.
Here was a whole herd of cattle, scattered
over acres of sand, all dead and abandoned.
Here a single span of horses, or a single
yoke of oxen, still hitched to a little unpre-
tentious wagon, were stretched on the
hot sand, with yoke or harness on. Here
a team of six or eight horses or mules had
fallen together. Here were oxen with
their yokes etill on, five, six, or eight yoke
with the end of a stout wagon tongue still
in the yoke ring of the wheelers, while the
* forward teams were still in line, with chains
between. Here a young calt with its fam-
ishing mother had lain down and died to-
gether. Some were barely dead, perhaps
had dropped but eesterday. Others,
shrunken and sbrivelled, told plainly the
suffering of earlier years; all bad fallen
and died ot consuming thirst. Some pecu-
liar element in the desert air bad preserv-
od them. . Some were mutilated by wolves
and vultures, but with no indication of de-
cay. Here was a three years' harvest of
the desert since the great hegira for gold

drouth, once begun, generally extends over
two years or more. The approach ot
scarcity can be determined only ia the
year in which it actually occurs, and by a
system of observations beginning with the
June rainfall and continuing until the
autumn bas made certain and insuffient
supply for the winter crops.

Ot the extent of the suffaring trom
drouth and crop failore 1 the Asiatic
world Western people have but a faint
conception. In the great drouths in
Northern China in 1877 1878 no less than
4,500,000 persons perished ; and although
during the preseat century at least no sin-
gle famine in India has attained that mig-
nitude, it 18 estimated thatin the score or
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Many a boy or girl would
be glad to have such employ-
ment at good wages as | can
find for them —and do find it
too, when they are qualified.
Three to four months will give
st.rt  Write me about
it. Snel's Business College,
Truro N. S (

®»

five lines (about 35 words) cost 35 ceats
iasertion. Five conta extra for every

QUEEN VICTORIA: RE&N et
sells um thousands. Lord

We offer for sale our
COMPLETE MODERN
STUDIV OUTFIY, for
muking Photos aay
up to 8 10, a'most new and everything first clase.
A chanch for a Photozrapher or anyone wanting to
start in & good paylag business, to the latter we
ofn give complete practical instruction in Modern

: » by our methode; easv and e for
anvy _one. reas the ROSERTION PuOTO
gUiPLY COMPANY 94 Germain 8t, 8t.John,,

5

Old established wholesale House
BANTED e ot

» huatler about $12.00 & week to start mith. DRawzR
29, Brantford, Oat.

ih
' !IF each town to handle our
ater Paint. Five de sold
United States last year.
49 Francis Xavier, Montreal.
at Rothesay for sale or to rent
That

RESIDENGE »icbsursc st
P! tuated house kvown as the Titus
orty about one udu“:ltmm

Tl“dhm I“‘DI”‘NI.‘“D l:'l‘?ld‘-“lrnv
B st un o, Baiey Dellding. e

CITY OF MONCTON, N. l-.‘

Jan. 15th, 1897,
8. KERR, Eeq.

DzaR Bia,— * * * * I am pleased to add
my testimony, with that of many others, conceraing
the efficiency and thoroughness.

Mr. M. Ladge, accountaat W, and L. Dept., City
of Moncton, and Mr. L. 6. B, Lawson, my assistant
(old students of yours), are both fu this office.
They have spoken to me on different occasiors ln

“ | the highest terms of the training recelved at your

college, and their work certainly adds weightto
their testimony.

(3igned) J. C. PATTERSON, City Clerk,
Clty of Monacton.

mailed to any

S. KERR & SON,
8t, Johu Business Col'ege.

d O

and 8h
address.

One ‘
= Oue twarpocadl of Tetey's Snd cqued
o e ool of yanet wiher
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“reom ancrewr INDIA
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A New Pattern 0il Can....

By using the...c....
+ SLICK OIL CAN -

you avoid waste and o |
promote cleanliness. 5
In filling a lantern or lamp with the
ordinary can it is difficult to tell when
it is full With the SLICK OIL
CAN it is impossible to overflow. To
demonstrate it more fully you are
invited to call and see it working.
They are made of heavy galvanized
iron, and holds five gallons.

o TPRICE $1.40.

E=merson &F1sHER.

Merry Sleigh Bells

HAVE YOU GOT A NICE SLEIGH? it

If not, just look at this FAMILY GLADSTONE,
Neatest and Handsomest Turnout made.

And then on this SINGLE SLEIGH—just the thing for
comfort and for fast driving. Strong and Duratle,
For prices and all information apply to

JOHN EDGECOMBE & SONS,

Fredericton. NN. B.
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