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H. Howson Gives Interesting Descrip- |
“'tion ‘of the Vast Rictness of
Northern British Columbia

Harry. Howson, the manager of the
Telkwa, Mining, Milling & Development
Company, representing Chicago -and
Butte ‘capital, has reached the ‘city,
after spending the summer in superln-
tending work on the vast interests
sawhich his company has in the northern
part of British Columbia. Mr, How-
son, who'is ‘well known here, was one
of the pioneers of the Telkwa mining
country, and organized the company of
which he is the manager. After spend-
lng' three :seasons there he pronounces
it'as the most promising camp in Bri-
tish Columbia, and says that the indi-
cations are that it will ‘rival even the
famous Butte district, and will become
one of the greatest mining centres in
the world.

He will not remain long in the city,
leaving in a day or two for New York
on business connected with his north-
ern investments. :

The Telkwa Milling, Mining & De-
veldpment Company has vast areas of
coal lands, many copper properties,
and also has laid out a townsite.

In spite of all the difficulties in the
way of transportation the company has
done considerable work during the
season. There have been from 30 to
40 on the pay roll all summer engaged
in building trails to the prospects and
opening up the .copper and coal de-
posits.

The district in which the claims are
located is at the headwaters of the
south fork of the Telkwa river, The
greatest difficulty with which the com-
pany has to contend at present is the
lack of transportation facilities. The
means of reaching the district is the
round about one by way of the Skeena
river to Hazelton, thence up the Bulk-
ley valley 60 miles to Aldermere on the
an~t gidn of the Bulkley. From the
weet xlde of the Bulkley opposite
'Aldermere the company has been forced
to build 30 miles of trail to the camp.
£ll lue supplies have to be got across
Loe ouinisy ITOm Aldermere by swim-
ming pack horses as no bridge exists
nor is a ferry provided.

As the higher waters of the Skeena
from XKitsilas canyon to Hazelton are
navigable only. a small- part of the

"year the season for getting supplies in

by this circuitous route is very-short.

Mr. Howson in common with others
interested in that district and in the
Bulkley valley has been hoping to see
a wagon road. built from the mouth .of
the Copper river to the interior.

The distance from where the Cop-
per river empties into the Skeena to
the ‘Telkwa Mining, Milling & De-
velopment Company’s properties is, ac-
cording to the route suggested, only
60 miles. The Skeena from Essington
to the mouth of the Copper river, a
distance of only 76 miles, is open for at
least nine months in the year to navi-
gation. With a wagon road from that
point into the interior communication
could be kept up practically the whole
Year round. By way of Hazelton as at
present ‘the season for transportation
is limited to a'few months in the sum-
mer, and calls for 180 miles of travel
with frequent changes instead of 60
miles of direct roadway. The wagon
road thus built would not alone be one
for the use of this company, and the
other interests in the immediate vic-
inity of these operations. It would
afford the mearis for ingress and
egress to the Bulkley valley with its
rich agricultural lands. The Bulkley
would be only about 80 miles from the
mouth of the Copper river by this
route. A

All summer those interested in that
part of the province have been waiting
impatiently to see work begun on this
roadway, but so far nothing has been
done.” The completion of such a road

+would be followed by increased ex-
penditure by various companies and
individuals with interests in the coun-
try to be opened up by this artery of
trade.

Mr. Howson in an interview to-day
outlined the work which his company
had in hand and the prospects of the
district. He says that his company
has undoubtedly the largest coal area
discovered in British Columbia. During
the work on the properties this season
one seam,of 5 feet was opened which
iz apparently anthracite. The com-
pany has traced the coal veins for a
mile and a half with veins 24 feet in
thickness. ' The coal lies near the sur-
face, and may be mined by tunnelling.

A townsite has been surveyed on the
shores of a beautiful lake one and a
hailf miles long by about half a mile in
width called Jefferson lake. This
body of water abounds with trout. The
company is not boosting the townsite
as no lots are on sale at the present
time. The coal measures under the
control of the corporation are about 4
miles east of the townsite.

The copper claims begin at the town-
site and run west and northwest for a
distance of about twelve miles. Mr.
Howson’s compan)) has 10 groups em-
bracing 41 claims in this district. On
all the properties’ enough work has
been done to show up on the surface.
In some of the groups more extensive
work has been done, On the Evening
Group the continuity of the vein for 3
miles has been proved. The vein in
fact has been opened practically all
that way.

Speaking of the formation Mr, How-
son says there are vast bodies of low
grade copper ore in sight. The forma-
tion is a basalt rock with porphory
dykes cutting it, in which lies the .ore.
The dykes are from 10 feet to 400 feet
in width.

In the Mayflower Group the ledge is
70 feet in width. An open cut hasbeen
put acdross the entire vein, and the ore
averages about 5 per cent. in copper.

There are rich veins running through
the low grade ore. Very high values
have been got on some of ithese veins,

ounces or 500 ounces in silver. N
"o “Wherever work has heen done,” said
Mr.  Hawson, “‘the * dykes :have. been’
‘shown to be well mineralized and of

| paying quality, and@ T think we have

the largest copper belt in the world to-

| day.” 2

The properties held by his company i
lie about 2 miles south of the Hankins
and Fleming properties on Copper
river, 7 4

Speaking of -other promising proper-

{tles in the same district Mr. Howson

Says Col, Topping, who has had long-
experience in the interior of the provs
ince and in, the United States, has a
Splendid- showing: on - hig: clalms, - It-is
the ‘intention of Col, Topping’ 1o spénd
@& good amount on further develop-
ment, ;

Carr Bros., of Hazelton, have a prop-

| erty #i the same. district which has

been bonded .to New York capitalists

| with Mr: Ward at-the head of the com-

pany. *'The ‘first " paymeént ' has been
made, and the company - will ‘“spend
$60,000 on development next summer.

With T. E. Jefferson, of Vancouver,
at the head of the syndicate another
group of claimes were located this
summer, and a company is.-now being
formed to take it” 6ver ‘and ‘provide
money to fully develop it.* :

Mr. Howson sags his own company
will spend at legst $50,000 next season
if they get a show to take machinery,
ete., "in.

At the present time the Telkwa
‘an ‘assay
office and a number of cabins. The
intention next summer is to put<in a
sawmill. This would have been done
this year had the transportation facili-
ties been at all adequate to the needs
of the disirict. If connection by a
wagon road could be got with the
Skeena at the mouth of “the Copper
river Mr, Howson says theré can be
little doubt that half a million dollars
would be spent in the ‘district in the
next twelve months. i i

600D PROGRESS ON
- THE NEW HOTEL

MRS. REED PROPOSES
PRETTY GRILL ROOM

She Is Considering Question of Finish-
ing it in Chinese Black
Wood.

The Empress hotel, now well ad-
vanced in so far as the outside walls
and roof are concerned,' will within a
short time begin to assume a home-
like appearance inside. According to
the information available there is to
be nothing spared in the way of inside
finishings, furniture and appointments
which will make:it an ideal tourist re-
sort. §

In this connection Mrs. Hayter Reed,
who is to have a very free hand in the
furnishihg of the hotel, stated on her
recent visit to the city that she had in
contemplation an elaborate scheme for
the grill room. She was eonsidering at
that time the furnishing of that room
in the Chinese black teak wood with
the elaborate carving for which the
Chinese have been famous for so long.
If that design is finally agreed upon
by Mrs. Reed the effect will be most
striking.

At present work is going steadily
along on the plastering preparatory to
putting in the wood work and laying
the finished floors.- The contracts for
the wood work were let some months
ago, Lemon & Gonnason securing the
mill work and Weiler Bros. the hard-
wood finishings. As previously men-
tioned in the Times this calls for a
large quantity of imported woods, con-
siderable coming from Australia, and
in order that there might be no delay
work was commenced on this in the
factory of Weiler Bros. some time ago.
It is expected that in about a
month’s time the wood work may be
commenced on the lower floors, where
the plastering is well advanced.

The roof will be completed in a few
weeks, after which the work on the

hotel will be largely confined to the
inside.

THE WATER QUESTION.

Public Meeting on Wednesday Evening
—Ald. Stewart Has New
Proposal.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

Mayor Morley intends letting no op-
portunity pass in which to remove ail
confusion and misapprehension = with
regard to the merits of the different
water schemes which have recently
been discussed by the council. On
Wednesday next he intends holding a
public meeting in the City Hall, not for
the purpose of advancing his own
scheme more than other propositions,
he says, but for setting forth in the
clearest possible manner all the dif-
ferent proposals. He believes that he
has the data necessary for making all
very plain and may use a blachboard
for illustrating. The meeting on Wed-
nesday he hopes to see packed and if
it is found that is insufficient in which
to have a complete discussion of the
matter he will hold a series of meet-
ings. He had intended holding the
meeting on Tuesday, but learning that
this would conflict with a concert to
be given in aid of charity changed the
date.

Another move is promised in con-
nection with the water question at the
next sitting of the City Council. Ald.
Stewart gives notice that he will move
“that the city solicitor be instructed to
prepare a by-law to borrow the sum of
$25,000 on the security of the water
rates of the city, the said sum to be
expended in cleaning and fencing Elk
and Beaver Lakes and in installing a
pump on the 12 inch main.”

If action is taken on this motion by
the council there will be ne necessity
to submit the proposition to the prop-
erty owners as the amount named -is
within the limit allowed by the council
to pass upon without the authority of

Mining, Milling & Development Com- |
{ pany has a hotel, a store,

‘The attitude the

@ vote of the peuple. ;
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RATEPAYERS REJECT
" SCHEME SUBMITTED

Overwhelming Majority Against Pmo-
sal Laid Before Voters—Re-open=
ing of Question Monday.

(From Friday’s Daily.)

The by-law providing for a loan for
the improvement of the Victeria Wa-
ter Works system was voted down by
an overwhelming majority yesterday.
Instead of receiving the three-fifths
vote {n its favor necessary for its
adoption, one hundred and sixty rate-
payers more disapproved than ap-
proved of it. Thus the project father-
ed by the water committee of the city
council was given' its quietus. * Inci-
dentally the possibjlity’ of arriving at
an immediate solution of the vexed
question has been rendered highly im-
probable, for although Mayor Morley’s
scheme stands, and doubtless will be
plhced before the aldermen again, it is
not likely. to receive the endorsement
required to put it in the form of a by-
law without - some radical amend-
ments. And so the water question
may be considered in, much the same
place as jt was before the civic fath-
ers held their first stormy debate over
its intricacies.

When the polls were closet. at the
market building last evening by Re-
turning Officer Northcott = quite a
trowd gathered arouhd to watch the
counting. From the first it was ap-
parent that the .trend of public feel-
ing was against the committee’s pro-
posal: The first hundred ballots had
not been counted before many ven-
tured the opinion that it was question-
able whether the three-fifths majority
would be obtained. Just then the nega-
tive votes began to come iIn with
monotonous regularity until it became
quite apparent that not only would the
necessary surplus be wanting, but the
balance would be heavily against the
project. This proved correct. The offi-
cial figures, as announced by Returning
Officer Northcott, are as follows:

For

Majority against

Within a few minutes after the finals
had been issued they were buletined
upon the Times windows, and soon
everyone interested was aware of the
downfall of the water committee’s pet
scheme.

This morning a Times Treporter en-
deavored to obtain an interview with
His Worship Mayor Morley in respect
to his policy now that the project which
he has all along opposed had received
an emphatic veto from the electorate.
It was found, however, that he had
left early in the forenoon for Elk lake,
accompanied by the water commis-
sioner.. Inquiry elicited. the informa-

tion that one of the filter beds is un- |

covered for cleaning purposes and His
Wotship has taken advantage of the
opportunity to make an inspection.
However it is safe to say that he will
move for a reconsideration of his re-
port which was so uncermoniously
shelved by the aldermen some weeks
ago at the next regular meeting of the
city council. At the public meeting on
Tuesday evening the Mayor stated that
he would take that step if the citizens
defeated the by-law, and, no doubt, he
will lose no time in carrying out his
promise.

Ald. Stewart, chairman of the water
committee, was seen and proved very
willing to talk over the situation. He
was sorry the by-law had been defeat-
ed because he honestly believed.that it
was in the best interests of the city
and that the ratepayers, had they un-
derstood everything, would have real-
ized it and voted accordingly. What
would be done now? He couldn’t say,
exactly. Probably the Mayor’s project
would come up again. He wasn’t in a
position to predict that it would not
receive the ratification of the council.
ratepavers had as-
sumed, however, wouldn’ alter his
stand. Personally he was unalterably
opposed to Mayor Morley’s proposal.

Several reasons were given by Ald.
Stewart explaining his objection to the
latter. Taking up the 24-inch main,
he remarked that the idea looked well
on the face of it and, on doubt, the
people favored it. But the total daily
capacity of Elk lake, as had been point-
ed out time after time, was 2,400,000
gallons daily. That limit had almost
been reached now. Supposing the new
main were laid and the volume of water
flowing into Victoria enormously in-
creased. Was it reasonable to believe

that only what was required would be |

used? He thought not. The water
would be wasted and he ventured to
say that in two years the lake would
have fallen to such an extent that the
water would have to be pumped into
the filter beds before being allowed to
enter the pipe or it would have to be

sent’ in for drinking or other domestic |
Nor was |

uses without being cleansed.

that all. It had been stated by the

Mayor that Elk lake was a much abus- |

ed body of water, and in support of his
argument he had said that-it was “ten
or twelce inches ahead of the game.”
Ald.. Stewart affirmed that if this were
so, if the lake went down to its orig-
inal level, the water .would be flowing
into Beaver lake, which after all was
merely a swamp thirteen feet deep at
its highest. Under such circumstances
what would be the condition of the wa-
ter? There would be received from the
taps vegetable matter and other ob-
jectionable aquatic -growths. Then
might be expected a vigorous and no
doubt effective protest from the general
public,

Pressed for a reply as to what should
be done now that the by-law had been
snowed under, Ald. Stewart expressed
the personal belief ‘that tnere was cnly
one course to pursue—wait for the out-
come of the Highland distri~t nprepcesi-
tion. He acknowledged that that
would mean allowing Victorians to
suffer the inconveniences of the past
two summers in respect to scarcity of

\
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ould:seée. . He was of the opin-
ion that the Millstream scheme would
prove practicable. . JHe ‘then'w ,
explain it in detail, drawing a rough
diagram showing the relative positions
of Goldstream, the Highlands and Elk
lake. It was reasonable to believe, he
contended, that the waterfall in the
second mentioned district would easily
reach a figure between %hat at Gold-
stream and Elk lake. Providing that
was found to be true there was noth-
ing to prevent -the -eemstruction of a
most satisfactory system. However the
measurements to be taken- this- winter
would prove or disprove his bellef.
Now he thought the' only thing pos-
sible was to adopt a waiting policy.
Whatever is the ultimate outcome of
the difference of opinion between the
two sections of the ¢lty~council, which
promises to be revived as a result of
the vdte on the by-law; the indlcations
are that an interesting and important
debate will be preeipitated on Monday
evening. O . &

that he could:see

REINFORCEMENT FOR :
~WORK POINT BARRACKS
Forty, Members ‘of the Royal Cariadian
- Artillery- Expected  to -Arrivp: -
Here Shorfly, . - 5. = -
i 3 i e

The Cangdian garrison stationed at
Work Point barracks will 'be materially
augmented in-the course of a. fortnight
at the outside,  This information has
been received by the :authorities, and
may be relied upon, although-it'is not
absolutely official, y

A company of forty soldiers, bélong-
ing to the Royal Canadian. Artillery,
with. two lieutenants of that branch. of
the servidée and one officer of the same
rank belonging to the Royal Engineers,
will be the extent of the reinforce-
ments, :

The force in chargeé of the Esquimalt
defences now ig -not full strength. It
does not reach the total number main-
tained by the Imperial government by
a rather large margin. But the addi~
tion referred to will effect a marked
improvement. However, it is not like-
ly that the Federal A authorities will
allow their contributions to stop with
the detachment that will be sent West
in the near future. Originally it was
thought that a number ‘of ' recruits
could beé secured in British Columbia.
Now that it is realized that there are
few young -men .in these parts ambiti-
ous to take up the duties of Tommy
Atkins, doubtless Esquimalt - will be
remembered in further distributions of
recruits.

GROWTH OF TRAFFIC
OF CANADIAN PACIFIC

Company Finds if Almost Impossible to
Supply Sufficent Locomotives
and Cars.

g3¢
»ias -

Montreal, Oct. 4«In moving the adop-
tion of the report ‘at‘yesterday’s annual
meeting of the C. P. R., Sir T, Shaugh-
nessy, the president, said: _

Tt 48 ‘scarcely necessary to dwell on
the twenty-fifth annual report now
submitted for your approval and adop-
tion. No doubt the result of your oper-
ations is as gratifying to you as it is
to your directors. The increase of more
than eleven million dollars in gross
earnings marks the progress and de-
velopment of the territory served by
your lines, and a. very satisfactory net
revenue remains after a liberal allow-
ance in your working expenses for the
maintenance of your property. Thus
far in the present year, your revenueg(d
from traffic shows a large increase
over the corresponding period in the
iprevious year, and while it is entirely
probable that later on the weekly com-
parisons will not be so striking, there
is every reason to anticipate continued
improvements. Indeed, although nei-
ther effort nor money is spared, we find
it almost impossible to provide cars
and locomotives rdpidly enough to meet
the requirements of the business de-
velopment along your lines, in such a
manner as to satisfy, with desirable
promptness, the demands of your pat-
rons.

“At the special general meeting held
on March 19th last, it was decided to
supplement the proceeds of the issue
of ordinary capital stock then author-
ized, by an appropriation from surplus
earnings of five million dollars. No
portion of this appropriation had been
expended prior to June 30th, but your
directors have cauSed the amount to
be set aside in the accounts of the cur-
| rent year, to be employed from time to
time as circumstances may warrant in
additions and improvements to your
property.

“Barly in July the balance required
ito redeem your three and a half' per
cent. land grant bonds was deposited
with the government, and the requisite
instrument has been executed, reliev-
ing the company for ever from any lia-
bility in respect of the principal or in-
terest of the bonds, so that all your
}lands are now’ free from any incum-
| brance whatever. Since June 30th, 1901,
you have redeemed the funds to the
amount of $17,831,000 out of the pro-
| ceeds of land sales’' and during
| same period the balance due the com-
| pany on account of land sold has in-
[creased from $3,467,000 to $16,382,000, on
which you are receiving, interest at the
rate of six per cent. per annum. The
principal sum realized from the sale of
your-lands should, in the opinion of
your directors, be permitted to accu-
mulate, and be invested so as to give
you the best interest return consistent
with safety, until such time as a de-
finite plan cam be evolved for its util-
ization, but the interest on both the
cash receipts and deferred payments,

|
|
|

is available revenue to be dealt with as
you may think best.

“It is evident now that the receipts
from this source will during this year
be about equivalent to one per cent. on
the ordinary share capital. In the
rresent yvear, your directors propose to
distribute this one per cent.” to the
shareholders in semi-annual - instal-
ments or half of one per cent. each,
rayable on April 1st and October 1st,

the |
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TARIVING SETTLEMENTS -
IN GULF OF GEORGIA

' Fruit, Growing Becoming . an_ Important

Source of 'Revenue to the
Islanders.

(Staff Correspondence of the ‘Times.)’

“The situation' of Gabriola Island is
one that is most advantageously adapt-
ed for all kinds of marine and commer-
cial enterprises, having along its coast
line innumerable harbors, many of
which will accommodate the largest
ocean going ships, while within itself
it- contains .all- tbe natural elements
that are required for a prosperous and
populous community.  In addition to
this Gabriola poggesses a great many
historical and social associations of
great interest. and :a climate: that is
claimed by:the inhabitants to be equal
if not superior:te any in the world. To
a stranger making ‘a casual visit to
thesge shores it is not very easy to ex-
actly determine the. basis -of this last
claim as nearly -all the islands in the
Gulf of Georgia are blessed with*-

An ‘"Almost ‘Perfect Climate

due to their situation lying in_ the lee
of Vancouver Island and covered by
its protecting bulk from the flerce
storms of the Pacific and cold winds
from the northwest. Thus the warm
summer sun has an. opportunity to ac-
complish its perfect work, and on any
of these islands may be grown luscious
grapes, incomparable ‘tomatoes and an
almost burdensome crop of all kinds of
fruit from the hardy Northern Spy
apple to-the delicate and always. mar-
ketable peach. Gabriola is no exceptioh
to this rule, but in addition to this the
residents of this island point with
pride to the fact that their climate is
particularly . conducive to longevity;
and the facts seem to bear out. this
contention, for in nineteen families
that inhabit Gabriola there are eleven
pérsons of seventy years or over, all of
whom have resided there from twenty-
five to forty years. Whether thé. cli-
mate has anything to do with this ex-
traordinary condition of affairs or not,
it is nevertheless a fact that the oldest
of the bunch speaks amiably of t"e rest
as ‘“‘these young fellows.” ~He is a
veteran of almost ninety years, and
looks good to make the century mark
without difficulty.

Malaspina Gallery is the interesting
spot par excellence to visit on Gab-
riola igland, interesting not only on ac-
count of its historical associations,
which are of a

Most Engrossing Character

but also because of the geological for-
mation ‘which is one of ‘the goal indica-
tions that abound in the neighborhood.
The gallery .itself -is an unusual- piece
of Nature’s handiwork, being formed
by the action of sea water and air on
the ‘soft and crumbling sandstone. For
countless ages the elements have beat-
en up against this wall of stratified
sand and the result to-day is a long
gallery from twelve to fifteen feet in
depth and extending to a distance of
over a hundred feet, the overhanging
roof of this gallery extends out many

| feet past the edge of the floor and mak-

ing in all a natural phenomenon that
has attracted the attention of thous-
ands of sightseers from the days of
Malaspina down to the present time.
The slow action of Nature in the for-
mation of her results is shown here in
the fact that there is

No Appreciable Chénge.

in this gallery from the time it was
first discovered, over a hundred years
ago, and at the present time. Malas-
pina, the man who first took effective
notice of the gallery that bears his
name, was one of the earliest and
most intrepid of the Spanish explorers
who in the eighteenth century were the
greatest sea rovers the world has ever
seen. He was commissioned by the
Spanish court to make voyages of dis-
covery in various parts of the world,
and about 1790 was along the Pacific
coast of North America, and it was
during this voyage that he came across
this cave or grotto, and he ordered a
drawing of it to be made, which draw-
ing, after many vicissitudes of fortune,
finally appeared, accompanied by a
brief description, in the pages of a
Spanish book giving an account of the

Voyages of Malaspina.

This picture led to an investigation a
few years ago, the result of which was
to determine its exact location at the
north end of Gabriola. The exact iden-
tity of the gallery was made clear by
a note with the sketch referring to a
formation about the middle of the gal-
iery resembling an Indian’s head. This
is clearly seen in the gallery as it is to-
day, and serves to prove not only the
location of the spot but alzo the per-
manency of the formations even in
crumbling and disintegrating sand-
stone. It is also fitting that this dar-
ing and successful navigater who was

imprisoned on his return to Spain and-

lhis name erased from the court records
to satisfy the malignant envy of a
court favorite, should find a wider and
more imperishable fame on the tongues
of the young nations of the west, of
whom he was one of the earliest and
bravest pioneers.

Industrially, the backbone of Gabri-
ola is, of course, its farms, which have
for nearly fifty years provided an or-
dinary but thoroughly efficient liveli-
hood for a population of a hundred to
one hundred and twenty-five persons.
The chief source of income is

Sheep and Cattle,

| principally the former,which has natu-
which are increasing month by month, |

rally appealed to farmers”as providing
a stock cheaply raised, always market-
able and easily transported by rowboat
which for many years was the only
means the settlers had of ecarrying
their produce to market. Some dairy-
ing, however, has always been carried
on, and poultry farming and sporadic
attempts have been made at fruit rais-
ing, which have invariably proved im-
mensely successful up te the limit of
the market, which has, however, al-
ways: been: restrieted owing ‘partly to

r cliding the post office at Victoria), and

"painted iron are covered with the. stain:

means ‘of transportation .in,

ut chiefly to lack of organiza+

tion among the farmers. themselves and |
the difficulty of packing properiy and
grading in_a uniform manner so:as té
be always acceptable in a city market.
These difficulties are, however,

being:

gradually overcome, partly by governs |

ment regulation and . farmers’ insti-
tutes, and partly by the
' Enterprise of the Settlers

themselves,swhich has during the padt
few years provided them with three |
small steamers, each of which makes
regular weekly trips to Nanaimo, and
there is already fn course of projection
another steam ferry which will prob-
ably be realized by next spring, when
there will be no less than four ferries
plying between Gabriola and Nanaimo,

besides the four weekly calls of the’ :

steamer Iroquois as it passes up_and
down between Nanaimo and Sidney.
This ease of communication is already
having its effect in more diversified
farming, as is also the present activity
of the logging industry on the island,
which is making quite a large home
market for the farmers, which is very
profitable besides making additional
trade for the ferries. A few years more
by gradual adaptation the farms of this

Unusually Fert}le Island

will be put to their full productiveness
by an unlimited and easily accessible
market, and the farming -population
will be doubled and its wealth trebled
or quadrupled. ¥ & b

Mention has already been made of
the unusual meve in the logging on the
island, which is the natural fesuit of
the exceptionally high ptice of logs ih
the market, and here in common with
every other section of farming country
on the coast the . farmers have sold
their. timber to ‘independent loggers
who are taking it out, or are hiring
men and operating their own

Logging Camps

and thus getting the full benefit of the
high prices' that prevail. "At present
theré are three camps at work employ-
ing between’ twenty and thirty men,
and next spring it is altogeéether likely
this nmumber will be doubled, &% ‘the
successg, of their neighbors has stimu-

lated the ambition of others ‘to ‘make: :

money in the same line.,” This of itself
is producing a Mvely air of activity and-
prosperity, and with the ever-increas-
‘ing demand for logs’ it i not unlikely
that the next few*years will'sée Gab-
riola/practically strippéd!’éf its timber
to the Inestimable advantage both of
the farms and the farmers’ pockets.

Stoqé quarrying is another industry
that has been carriedi'on by Messré
Armstrong & Morrison, of Vancouver,
for“the past ten or twelve years on
Gabriela with uniform and satisfac-
tory ‘success, and as there is an un-
limited amount of

“** Marketable Sandstone

in different parts of the island it would
seem. as if the proportions. of this in-
dustry will only be limited by the re-
quiréments of the trade. The quarries
of Messrs. Armstrong & Morrison are
situated at the north end of the island
and have steadily shipped from the
time they opened from three to four.
hundred tons of rock. .every month.
This rock is of splendid quality and has
been used in the construction of sev-
“ergl large buildings in'thé pro¥ince (in-

is always in demand for sills and.trim-
mings all over the cpast.. This sand-
stone is found all over the island, and
as the demand for building stone in-
creases it is not unlikely that other
quarries will be opened.

For the future Gabriola has one asset
the value of which it is almost impos-
sible to over-estimate, and that is ‘the
coal beds that lie under her surface.
All geological indications wunite . in
pointing out that the basin of the Na-
naimo coal flelds lies directly under
Gabriola, and it is in the basin that
the thickest and best coal is invariably
found. Practical results also indicate
that the basin lies here, for the present
workings of the Nanaimo collieries are
going in the direction of Gabriola, and
the settlers of this bright little, tight
little, isle are confldent that before long
there must be a shaft sunk to tap this
coal, and with the increasing prosperity
of the settlers there is a movement be-
ing initiated to interest capitalists to
test and exploit the great coal field
they are confident is their natural her-
itage. Let us hope that this will be a
guccess and that all their bright pros-
pects for Gabriola will be fully real-
ized.

MYSTERIOUS EARTHQUAKE.

Seismograph in Local Meterological
Station Has Re&ord of it.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

In connection with  the dispatches
relative to a record of an earthquake
supposed to have occured- in the Indian
Ocean, it is interesting to note that
the seismograph at the local metérol-
ogical office recorded the disturbance.
The record taken here shows a maxi-
mum movement of about one eighth of
an inch, According to the record it
commenced at 6.17 p. m. on October 1st
and it continued for 1 hour and 20 min-
utes.

From the appearance of the record
the scene of the disturbance was a.long
distance away. *

MAY BE'BROKEN UP.

‘““‘Steamship Mariechen, the German
freighter which: sailled from Seattle last
December bound for Vladivostock and
was wrecked in False bay, Alaska,  is
now back in the harbor tied up. at one of
the buoys,” says the Seattle Post-Intelli-
gencer. “The vessel was bought up
Schubach & Hamilton after bids for her
parchase had been called for and none
had been made. ;
“““Albert Schubach states that he does
not know as yet what is to be dene Wwith
the steamship. She may ‘be repairggwa
she may ‘be broken up.- Inh arder to -bréalk.
her up special perniission’ has to be segiir-
ed from the government. = In order:ito
secure an ‘American registry for the,ubs
sel it would require a special aet of“ton-"
gress and svould, in the opinion .of ship-
ping men, establish a bad precedent The"
old stéamship lies 4n’‘the bay  with -aj
heavy list to port, and plainly shows that‘J
she has passed through sfréndous times
since last leaving. Seattle. Rust and meild,
cover her, and the once clean decks and,

of the sea. The engines are good and will-
probably be taken out and sold, for what
they are worth, if permission is secured
to break her up. The vessel was built in
1883, and has been used mostly on the
Atlantic.” -

{'little fortune in agricultural

‘a, néw'’ Jineé ' of

ACTIVITY AMONG THE

Manitoban, Pleased With Outlook, Mak g
Heavy Inyestment—Fruit Lands

-Em ~Purchased,

AN e ———
7

(From Saturday’s Daily.)

There has been more activity thar
usual among the real estate agencic.
during the past week. Quite a numbe
of !esidential_ properties within the
limits of the municipality have changeq
hands and there also has been Some
movement in nearby farming sectione
As has been the case ever since th.

recent improvement in values beg:

the purchasers, for the most part, .
outsiders and principally Northwe.
settlers who, having madé a moge.

Pursguits
have come to Victoria, with its beay,
ful cHmate and surroundings, to n
& home: = $

Pérhaps the ‘most important sal-
ported ‘is-that of fifteen acres of 1a;
nears the city to a Winnipeger.
transfer was -effected through
"Dominion Real Estate Exchange, T
same man ‘todk twelve acres on H
side ‘awve. and thirty-four lots on (oo
street. - This “‘purchaser came her.
Simply on ‘pleasure bent, but beca:
so mmuch ‘impresséd, not only with 1.
attractions of ‘the place from a reci.
dential standpoint but its prospects a<
a comimercial centre, that he could no:
refrain from making the above m-
tioned -investments,

It is“announced also'that the proper
‘at Gordon Head, one of the boundar
‘of which is Tyndall Ave., which
‘purchased recently with the object
view . of subdividing it, has almost
been bespoken. This tract has been
pronounced by the fruit growing ex-
perts: of - Vancouver Island to be the
best obtainable for the culture of av
variety,.. Those who have secured sect-

| ions are-Manitobans having decided to

“come- West-and,engage in farming upon
a’ compartively small scale. The inten-
tion !s to impreve the land acc ording to
madern methods. Tyndall Ave., will ba
extanded southwards.

Grant & Conyers report having sold
twe iots on. the corner of Rithat and
South Turner Streets, as well as a Cot
tage on:Oswego street. Five acres with
a handsome residence in the neighboe-
hood of Oak. Bay has been sold, tha
consideration . being a sum approxi-
mating $5,000. Two lots between Skin-
ner and Langford on Catherine street,
Victoria West, have been taken up and
plans are heing prepared for the con-
struction of two pretty’'cottages.

In addition to those mentjoned, prop-
erty.in the vicinjty of ,Elk ILake. haw
been sold.for $5,000. It has been secured
by an, outsider, attracted here by. the
glowing reportg’ ot\ Vancouver Island’s
agricultural possibilities.

STREET. CARS COLLIDE,

Number of Persons Injured in Accident
at New Westminster,

New Westminster, Oct. 5.—Two cit
cars en route for the exhibition met
a rear-end collision this afternoon and
a number of passengers sustained
slight dnjurtes.. Both cars were crowd-
ed to- the:steps, and the first was
the heavyi!grade at Leopold Place »
the current was suddenly cut off f
minute, Before the brakes could
the car commenced going back. When
they were applied, the strain broke the
brake-chain, and the car continued
its way down the hill. A panic resuli-
ed among. the passengers, who com-
menced jumping off in all directions

Motorman No. 15, on the second ca
seeing the ‘danger ahead, reversed !
power and started back in order
allow"the first car time to regain c
trol. His passengers, however, !
seen the runaway and became panick..
The conductor tried to pacify them, b
was thrown off the car, the passeng:
following pell-mell.

Motorman No. 15 had to stop his

. to avoid injury to his passengers, ¢

then started slowly forward to !
and stop the runaway. In the colli
both cars-were badly damaged, an
though - the : vestibule of the rear
was smashed right in,.the pluck:
Aorman. escaped almest withou
scratch. The passengers who re:
ed on the cars alsg escaped injur:
several -who either jumped or fe
sustained more or less painful cuts
bruises. " ok

Mrs,: Wi C. Morgan, of Belling
wife of. the manager of the Bel
ham ball team, sustained serious i
to the thigh, and, in the confusio:
followed her husband’s grip was st
but rwithin-an hour the police had
prehended ‘the thief. J. Holbrook
Edmenton, had two ribs broken.
F. Charles, of Vancouver, was slig
injured, and ‘several others were
and bruised. The railway company
hacks and doctors quickly on the sI
‘Within half“an hour the service
running on schedule.

Mr.. Morgan, whose wife was
most: seriously injured, speaks in !
praisé of the way in which the ¢

:pany’s ‘officials handled the accider

NEW' JAPANESE LINE.

News comes from Japan that the T
Kisen Kaisha has formally inaugurd

! > steamships connectl!
Japan with Heonolulu and Valpar
Some’ ceremony attended the departu
from Yokohama a few days ago of !
first regular, steamer of this line,
Kasado, which was formerly 'the Ru<"
sian volunteer steamer Kazan. She w#4
sunk by the Japanese at Port Arthu’
and subsequently raised and refitted, 4"
after being used as a troopship by !
captors, was sold to the Toyo Kisf
Kaisha.

inspector ©

e8!

P. M. Bredt, of Regina, r
agencies and foreign colonies in the \“ 44
accompanied by Mrs. Bredt, has ramx“‘
ed to the cily after visiting various ‘h\
hibitions. and a CBast trip made in 7/
interests of the latter's health. They ar°
at the Driard.

\
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22 T'he quarterly md
Columbia Fruit
was held in the bd
in New Westminstd
ing, when matters
% the industry in thig
+/ cussed, The mem!
in having- present

the fruit division o
agriculture, Ottawa
dress, thréew out so
the growers.

2 In opening, Mr. 3
ed..the West on th
man was needed ij
the art of packing
down there, he w
West. The speakd
say that the packi
i8 now better tha
before. g

- Reviewing the
market, Mr. Neill
Columbia would al
uous competitor i
Browers, who were
effort to capture tt
hitherto gone to th
heard of: a case in
tish Columbia frui
down for Ontario f;
tained a little insid
eonvinced him tha
more on account o
the fruit was pack
Heé prophesied that
tween British Col
for the:Northwest
keener as time goe
pleased to say that
Yet big enough for
aware that the N(
at the present time
1 fruit, and he was|
ter how much the
dustry expands in
and Ontario, the
would not be ove
tén years yet.

Turning his atte
Market act, the s
hearers to6 conform
in shipping their
fancy fruit as bein
particular, No. 1 as
with not more than
blemished. He hintd
-ers accept the latte:
cuse to get in-10 pe
which he ' considerg
HERpedtd getta 4

" in ‘the near tHthre
the clause, allowing]

imperfect fruit. N{

fined as being fruit

perfect condition.

The speaker then
to say regarding be
fruit crates. During
the meeting several
their views on this
of them complained
présent in use. T
to it was to its si
for four-fifths of 4
Neill urged the grg
berry crate questior
this year, and next
adopting a uniform
ot Canada might
advantage.

The speaker then
the co-operation id
adopted it in a fe
tario. He stated t
ago the fruit grower
munity formed ther
Sociation, and late
ciations were organ
the local associatio
one co-operative
speaker believed thg
the fruit industry
Wrapped up in co-org
take up no further t
the co-operative ideg
lateness of the hou
the suggestion with

- ation.

Mr. McNeill had
of his  address in tt
on the top floor of t
8uddenly gone out
When he had finishe
Journed to the coun
stairs,

A general discussi(
the berry package in
Mr. Brandrith asked
thought it was likely
throughout Canada ¢
uniform crate, to w|
replied that the frui
tish Columbia and C
doubtedly meet mord
Mmarket, and he was
form crate was greg
but he did not think
€rs would change t
use for the one wantg

Martin Burrell, ¢
bointed out that in
Browers were receiv
tion- from the growd
State, and that the
line were using a s
Burrell wished to knd
recourse, or- if the
ta say. regarding t
fruit in standard Cj
Mr. McNeill thoug
could be done to re
In that respect. He
that the American s
be got at in any wasy
discussion.

Among the comm
reply ‘from Hon. Sy{
ister of agriculture,
Teceipt of the assoc
favoring the -establig
fon experimental ord
Columbia, ang pro

I:Ittehtion. The reso,

8s. passed atthe la
of the association, w
thlt experimental o
lished, one in the Ko
Okanagan and one (
the purpose of asce

v_'t»‘ G




