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| ‘ever, 4t 1s intimated that this second

m before the French offensive

i Courtecon, for instance, which marks

" army,
| | banks of the Aisne now reaches slight-

'LAON SALIENT,

er tless -f?rgsgure Against Germans Results in Extension of|
ositions in the Dip Towards Rheims--Enemy Attempting
. Counter-Attacks is Hewn Down, Making Costly

~ Sacrifices Without Compensation.

e to The TthoHd;n mﬁd'[by ‘a_;. villages ' of Laffaux,

: tb:uwidle"' :!A‘I» ’,"'- : end Jouy, ""'#r?%“ the

s to Auberivé in the Cham- | - Sancy,
armies of Gen. Nivelle con-|mhich ‘ vay alo

» - | Pollowing the. ecapture ' of Fort-de-

'| Conde the Germans evidently executed

- hasty ‘retirement fiom the dangerous

Y %

In the ew: '8 th :
% ‘g M

repewed |

: thcaal Stozry" Tells HOW’ Victory of Vimy

up the defence of the north bank
the Aisne Cénde, occupied by
: yesterday, to Souplr. How"| o pyench guns have achieved distinct
superiority and the attacking masses
were mowed down without being able
to meach tie first Frenth redoubts.
Nivelle's gdins thig region menace.
Craonne and thé duel of the big guns
here is growing in intensity as the
French ‘drag their pieces up to the
heights.

Girmnn Trenches Carried.

Toward Coucy, .morth of Rheims,
French detachments carried several
lines of German trenches In close
fighting with hand grenades. 'East of
the neighboring Town of Toivre a
brilliant French dash established =
new front line and accounted for 25C
prisoners.

The French pressure in the Cham-
pagne sector has excited fhe Germans
to violent reaction. Last night Hin-
renburg again flung in strong coun-
ter-attaciks against ose of Ahe
wedge the French are- drving 4nru
the Moronvilliers hills and woods
Begun after a furious bombardment
and ecarried out with determined
energy’ these assaults all melted un-
dor the French barrage. In no single
instance since

 ‘Hindenburg retreat began a
mcod? The Siegfried positions,
‘Whici had been under construction
ﬁ March 16, were occupied today,

the efficial German bulletin, “and
/the enemy follows hesitatingly.” Pre-
sumably this second line of defence
Yuns east and west across the Craonne
znu somewhere between Laon and
the now famous Chemin Des Dames,
%he road which the French have al-
‘yeady crossed in several places. Near

approximately the half way point of
the front held by the first French
the territorial ‘gain from the

iy more than four miles in depth.

/ 600,000 French Troops.

Some idea of the masses of men en-
gaged in the present struggle may be
gleaned from the Berlin day state-
ment, which declares that the French
huve used up on the battlefleld ex-
tending into the Champagne from
Soissorls more than thirty divisions,
“carefully reformed after the battle of
the Somme,” This would mean over
600,000 troops.

But that the French have by mno
means reached the point of exhaustion
#t which reorganization becomes nec-
esvary was indicated by their consis-
tent progress today. The angle

Nivelle's offensive
started has a German counter-attack,
even tho pressed home with a full
army corps, been able to gain or
maintain a foot of ground recon-
quered by the French. The initiative
remains absolutely with Nivelle, and
the morale of Hindenburg’'s forces is
undoubtedly shaken bv their costly
sacrifices without compensation.
Progress in Champagne.

The repulse of the Germans in the
Champagne Jast night enabled the
French to record further progress there!

—

+ WAR SUMMARY .

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED

!

g
nothing of /interest. along . the -whalé
line held by.Field Marshal Haig: But’

commented on the growing big guns
fire east of Arras. And the Paris
night communique reports that’ ar-
tillary activity ha® been greaf in the

region of . e and Stee
O pathtr British Driv
_ Observers here expect an’ early

newal of the ‘“rhythmic warfare” in-
stituted by the allied ‘comma 6
Tho the French armies keep up their
progress’ at many points their ad-
vance has lost. the smomentum of the
first few ‘days, and the British, mean-
while, -have ‘had plenty; of time to
bring  their batteries up to the nesw
lines, - Probably the drive will ex-
tend “northw: toward Armentieres.
Almost ‘surely. it will be = renewed
toward Douai. Thig town and Laon
are thetwo supports -of the Hinden-
bure .line snd the two objectives of
the British and French legions,

WIDER GRAFT INQUIRY. - -
DEMANDED BY COWPER

lnvcﬁtigation of Several Charges
Against Attorney-General
Called For.

Special to The Toronto World.

Victoria, April 20—In order that
the whole question may bec inquired
into at one time, .J. 8.  Cowper, sixth
member for Vancouver, this afternoon
enlarged his charges against Hon.
M. A. Macdonald. A few days ago
Cowper alleged that $25,000 of Cana-
disn Northern 'Pacific campaign
funds had been accepted by the at-
torney-general, Premier Brewster has
announiced that an inquiry will
promptly be held. It is understood
Chief Justice MacDonald of  the
court of appeals will be .at the head
of the comymission.

In an amendment he presented this
afternoon, Cowper asked that ' three
other . indictments be investigated at
the same time. They refer to
amounts of $60,000, $15.000 and $1000
respectively, He alleges that all
these came from the Pacific Great

excellent progress yesterday on the front between Soissons and

Auberive. North of the Aisne they persevered in their advanee
towards the Chemin des Dames, occupied BSancy Village, and beat off a
German attack launched with large effectives in the region of Ailles and
Hurtebise. In the- Champagne they carried several points of support in
the Moronvilliers Grove. This was after the repulse of violent counter-
eitacks, which came under French curtains of artillery and machine gun
f}'re. In the Argonne the French launched an attack, reached the second
German defensive position and found many German dead in the trenches.
Since Monday last the French have taken in the fighting between Soissons
and Auberive more than 19,000 prisoners and more than 100 guns.

® L J { ] 2 k3

It seems definitdly established that the Germans during their recent
withdrawal found themselves unable to complete it as planned. The
object of their rearward movement was to straighten their line, and they
could only do this by evacuating the Noyon salient—the immense elbow
that projects into France between Lille and Verdun. Its base is a line|
drawn between Lille and Verdun. Its apex was Noyon and it took its
:la.me from this town., To straighten his line in the west the enemy would
\ua-re 10 evacuate all of this triangle and to occupy positions between the
.‘geuse and the North Sea, running in a straight line, covering Maubeuge,

.llenciennes and Lille. When the allied commanders saw what the object
©f the enemy was, they-produced & great force of cavalry znd artillery

—n—————"

FIGHTING in difficult wooded country, the French continued to make

[ PN .

Hmmbstackl o,

Eastern Rallway, which is now under
investigation by a committee of the
house.

sl &
St. Quentn-Cambrai road in the

w‘shbox% of Villiers-Guislain. ‘To- |ing
ritish  war office reporis”’ witha dépu

for two days the Berlin builetins have :

D

declined 40

Haase, president;of the central execu-
tivé commiittes ofithe new Independent
Socialist Democratic - Party, 20,000

workers in four factorfes in Greater
Berlin decided to continue thelr strike. |

b

Government . Will : Est'ablwh
Many Hospitals in Various
War Theatres:, ",

T By esh

o

TO AVOID ATROCITIES

German Campaign Against
Hospital Ships Causes '
7/~ Taking of Action-

London, April 20.—The war cabinet
decided today that every physician and
surgeon and every man -with medical
training of military age must be called
up for service immediately.

In reference to the calling up of the
physicians and surgeons the following
official explanation is given:

“The enemy, in. total disregard- of’
the accepted tenets of civilized war-
fare, has deliberately instituted a sub-
marine campaign against hospital
ships, and it has, therefore, become es-
sential that a large number of hospi-
tals should be established overseas in
the various theatres of war for the
treatment of sick and wounded. In
order to allow this to be done with
great rapidity it is essential to secure

possibly be spared from the United
Kingdom.” ;

Foster Will Leave Today
For Washington Conference

By a Staff Reporter,
Ottawa, April 20.—Sir George Foster

Sarah Bernhardt Likely
To Recover, Say Doctors

New York. April 20.—While Sarah
Bernhardt still is in a serious condl-
tion, her physicians said tonight that
there is every reason to hope for her
recovery. The doctors held. a consul-
tation . early tonight and announced
aftorwards that there had been no
change in her condition since the af-
ternoon, when some improvement was
noted.

Food Controller Has Power
To s E B il‘ l F l -

London, April 20.—The food control-
jer is empowered by an order-in-
counicil to take possession of any fac-

will leave tomorrow afternoon for
Washington to join the allied war con-
ference as the Canadian representa-
tive. He siated -tonight that he had
no idea how long he would be in the
American capital. 1
Asked a3 to the visit of Hon. A, J.
Balfour and Marshal Joffre 'to Ottawa
when the conferenee is over, Sir George
mid the details woilld be arranged at

going alone .to Washington, ' but one
of the other ministers may follow later.

SATURDAY AT DINEEN'S.

Todl?' will. be a big day at
Dineen’s.. ‘It is drawing to the last
days of the fire sale and the remain-
ing stock has been re-priced 1o
hurry forward the filnal absolute
clearance. Store open at 10 o’clock.
Come early and shop to advantage.
Furs, milinery, raincoats for ladies

(Continued on page 2. columns 1 and 2)
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tory or other premises where food is
manufact . :

and gentlemen, and men's hats.
Dineen’s, 140 Yonge street. . .. . .

- Baglearned sourees. . |
#ays The Beritn, Lokal An

the services of every  doctor that can|{troops

Washington. - The  acting  prémider is}

e
ng, “oth, e grea lack
jaunched . with .terrific_fire from f‘
massed ery and from ‘many field
in pidden  advanced positions.
Our +“heaviést” bombarded,
ns an-and beyond' the ridge amd
tren dugouts, emplacéments and
roads, which for long had been Kept
in .a. continual  state of disrepa
our fire, were now smasheéd to useless-
ness. - An intense barrage of shrapnel
B oot of L
the i : fire. O Ire of .mo.-
chine gutis; vas: lald°atong the front.
At . same moment, the Capadian
troops advanced in line in three waves
of attack. ~ ~ %
Flurries of

] snow drifted over the
battlefield as {he Canadians left their
jumping-off trenches. Behind the roll-
ing  batrage the light was sufficient
for manoeuyvring purposes, and yet ob-
peure -enough , ]
vhb&gmd ‘lessen the accuracy of fire
of tHé German rifiemen and machine
;u e first stage of the advance was
made over = ground ‘indescribably
tangled with obstacles of all sorts, with

) craters, -many of which
were impassable with thousands of
shell holes which had ‘churned the
whole field into a vast puddle of mud,
with ‘crumbled trenches, cotls ‘and
hedges of torn entanglements of barb-
ed wire. ' But over this difficult ground,
over and around gaping craters and
clawing tangles, into and under the
fire of the enemy, the long lines  of
heavy-laden infantry moved forward
steadily on the fringe of our rolling
curtain of shrapnel fire.

Trouble for Left Wing.

The troops on the extreme left made
a start under conditions as favorable
as those in the centre and right, but
they were soon confronted by a strong
and econstantly strengthening opposi-
tion, . The advance of these troops was
checked between its first and second
fines of objectives by heavy fighting,

formidable against
line than against the
in the ground caused a
rection, which swung the
off their central objectives.
reached their goals on the flanks
to find themselves subjected to
close range fire of machine
and rifies.
filaded from the cenire and
bad enough, but to add
on caves or a tunnel of
er which we had al-
ready advanced now disgorged Ger-
mans, who prompfly reoccupied their
old front line and opened fire on our
rear. .
The enemy at-these points fought
with -unusval vigor and . resoluiion.
The troops on the extreme left fought
all day and by 10 o'clock at nigh*
succeeded in disposing of the enemy
in their rear and capturing the major
portion of the enemy trenches in
their ' centre .

The: Pimple to the north still re-
mained to the enemy, but by then
snow was falling heavily, and it was

They

| Gecided to corsolidate the hard won

aind e for a counter-
attack rather than to undertake a
further assault that ~ night, The
Pimple would keep for the morrow,
Many Brisk Encounters.

In. the meantime the other froops
fought forward to ome linc after. an-
other - without serfous check, but
with many brisk encouniters and not
without castaities., Many eof thesc
were the result of shrapnel fire. Only
« -small percentage inre fatal, and

9
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Troops in

Ridge Was Won:— Germans,

Off Part of Stormin

the enemv| '

German third line:. ‘Here -again the
paused for a time, then advanced ag
behind the ever-ready and ;

ing barrage for a distance of
1200 yands. This advance incl
covered and ~captured
number of 1
woods, and several trenches and belts
of wire and still the/enemy surrender-
ed by hungdreds and scuttled rearward
to safety. Their resistance grew
feebler, their hands more eager to re-
kEnquish their weapons and ascend
high above their heads at each stage
of our advance. - %

At '10 o'clogk snow fell heavily. from
black clouds eweeping low across the
ridge. Half an “hour later the snow
ceased, the clouds” thinned and: the
sun shone fitfully over the shattered
Fand clamorous ‘battlefield,

Word. was: received y
headquarters that the British division
on our immediate right was enjoying
‘a-degree of success in its operations
equal to the Canaedian success. Events
continued to develop with rapidity and
precision. By one o'clock every point
in the enemy third lne had
reached and secured.

By this time the troops on the right
mad consolidated their gains and ad4
vanced strong patrols. From their new
positions they commanded a wide
view of enemy territory 1o the east-
ward, They reponted
Germans. on a road in their new field
of wision and our heavy guns im-
mediately dealt with the matter,

Three Counter-Attacks.

By noon one of our battalions-of this
division had received and dealt dras-
tically with three counter-attacks. Its
new front remained unshaken, Short-

this the Canadian corps was

tate that the prisoners al-
ready to hand numbered three batta-
lion commanders, fifteen other officers,
and more than 3,000 non-commissions
and men with plenty more in sight
making for-our cages as fast as their
legs could carry them.

The final stage of the attack of the
troops on the right was now made.
They passed thru the wide belts of
enemy wire which fringed the plateau

at. the advanced |

ctives in Few Hous. *

several vil- |
fortified

u‘@f - mnﬂm

Gesstiil mi.n' slorious close,
'NATIONAL SERVICE PLAN
Thirty-Five Thousand Women

Offer to Serve Behind Lines
in France.

“

a massing of

London,. April 20.—Thru Reuter's
Ottawa Agency.—An official report of
the national service scheme for March
shows that the number of volunteérs
errolled increased from 92,000 in Feb-
ruary to 288,000 last month. The agri-
cultural - section provided - sufficient
plowmen to meet all the ascertained
requiremepts of .the farmers; the trade
section ordered restrictions in the use
of labor in certain trades of least na-
tional importance; 35,000 women regis-
tered for service behind the lines in
France; 12450 enrolled . for the
women’s land army, that is, for r
in agricultural, dairying and v
rural industries. Good progress W
made with the work of substituting
national service volunteers for men
withdrawn from trades of national im-
portance for service in the army.

EXCEEDS

ENEMY CONCENTRATION -

Germans,

ALL IN PAST

Failing to Avoid Battle, Fight Stiffly and
Work Feverishly at Defences— ;
Morale Has Declined.

"The cardinal fact of the battle

e e . -~

tration of German troops exceeds anything known during the war,
concentration is being intensified mow that Field Marshel von Hinden-
burg’s effort to avoid a battle is known to have failed. ks e

The German morale perhaps has fallen since the reduction in rations,
There is great anger among the infaniry against the artillery, but the
enemy’ is fighting stiffly and working feverishly at his ge!eneel.

London, April 21.—One of the correspondents at British headquarters
in France in a despatch dated Friday says:

in France is that the intense concen-
That
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