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history of Germany in the English tongue, that
ranks above the elementary and the mediocre.
There ,s a masterly and scholarly histoiy of the
Holy Roman Empire by an Englishman, which no
student of Germany may neglect, but he who
would trace the beginnings of Germany from

!«!n TV:""
*^^ *™^ °^ *^« G^e^^t Elector,

1640 must be his own guide through the track-
less deserts, oftheformation into separate nations,
of modern Europe It is even with misgivings
that the student picks his way from the time of

oimaT*
**" Bismarck, and to modem

of TJ' tT'? "IJ^^^tP'^^l'-- 1648. marks the end
of the Thirty Years' War, and finds Germany
with a population reduced from sixteen millions
to four milhons. Famine which drove men andwomen to cannibalism, bands of them being
caught cooking human bodies in a caldron for
food; slaughter that drove men to make laws
authorizing every man to have two wives andpunijmg

^ ,„d women who became monks
andjins; lawlessness that bred roving bands of

2WZ' ^^^^"«^- --"bbed, and even ate their
v.cti!J|s, demanded a ruler of no little vigor tolead his people back to civic, moral, and material

frolpo, Hfrf ^'"*" ^'^'^'^^ -^t Prussia
fromPoland.hedefeatedand

droveoflf theSwedes
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