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Uivntmtof th* aopbitmt with wtticb its ttlvoc«tM

Nrround it^ the booni for boon it wouIJ bp« is the

free admission of our r-tw |(io(f«etJo»i9 into lh»

markel» which the people oi the IJimtd .Stall's, by

tiieif protecuve tariif', have cf/atcft tor themselves,

•ml thai without siibjeciin^ our^elrtt lo any por-

liort of the burlhetiN by wh.'cli Ui««.^ tuarkcls were

«u8tai«»etJ—a most ttisjulercslt'd a«tl .^eiiejous pro-

.

position en txiv jiiut certainty, anc! its rejection

loudly calls (or vjijiiictivi? mcasrijes ! This con-

tinual whiiiiria ht rt;cij>ro(;ity upon «u»' bended

kn«ea was utt«»riy <*«fitcmptihlf. HaJ not \he

people of the Unitod States .» perJ«:et ri<^ht to ro:»(i«

lafe their comnr-ice as th^y If-pmeti most Tor their

advautage, wit'imit our heiii^ offend»iJ at il? Are

ve so blinJ as not fo %ee. that graiitinj; what we
^t$ir« would be contrary to their riatioDal policy 1

Oidnat we, all of us, perfectly timk'f.staiwl the a;;-

granilizing spirit that pervades! the great mass of

that people, who fondly believe that Canada's he-

coming a portion of their republit: was only a

:

question of time ; who anticipated we should drop,

'

like a ripe plum, into their bosomt With such a

view, is it not their interest and wisdom to keep

jiTominently before the eyes of our people the siip-

pnsed disadvantages arisin^j from our colonial posi-

tion 1 If we could chan<^e places with the people

of the United States, to-niorio\v, would not that be

«ur policy? The hon Inspector General had re-

peated, for the nine hundred and jiinety-ninth

time, that Reciprocity had never been negatived

by Congress; that it had received the sanction of

the House of Representatives, rind only failed in

the Senate, from iiavinsr been delayed by unlbrseen

circumstances; and it \\as sure to i;a obtained

Bome time or other, eitlior by diplomacy or in some

other way. Now, the particular way in wliicli

the hon gentleman thought it was to be obtained

was by shewin!^ the Americans, w'o, he said,

were noted for their dose dealing, and would part

with nothing without an equivalent, the value of
j

our trade, by imj)osing restrictions ; that was the

course to pursue witii them; and thus the hon

gentleman woulii get his heart's desire at last.

He reminded him of a spoiled child crying for the

moon. He (Mr G) felt it his duty to oppose this

favourite measure of the hon gentleman's, not only

hycaiisehe was not prepared to sacrilice the whole

commercial interest of Canada West, to build up
Montreal,—an interchl the hon gentleman had

thought fit to designate, as moved by the mod
pnltry and selfn^h motives ; a designation for

whicii the IJpper Canadi merchants would

doubtless feel grateful to the hon gentleman, who,

they well knew never was governed by paltry or

selfish motives himself; but he was opposed to

the measure upon provincial grounds; it was un-

wise in a national point of view. It was a matter

of notoriety, that onr people engaged in the fish-

eries were decidedly placed in a less advantageous

position than those of like occupation in the Uni-

ted States, arising liom the system of bounties ex-

tended by their government to the latter; that

fact had been freely admitted this session from all

sides of the House. The hon Inspector General

had thai night himself admitted that our I'^irmers

<md mechanics w-''n» in .•» s'vii'- -vitx^n, iis coin-

Mred witb the asrteuUumt* wid mfcbanica ofih*

Union—and that, because of their prt>tec»t»e Utid.

Now, we all knew that the large majority of com-

mercial men in Montreal had openly de«lar«l» «
few year* ago, in Javour of ..nnexaiioii. Was it

then wi*e, ivith these facts Iteibre our eyes, to

adopt a policy highly injurious to the interest* of

the commercial classes in Canada West, and to

c.iiise them to feel that tbeif material interest*

would be benefitted by joining the Uuioni He de-

clared that if he was an annexationist, that would

just be the policy he should desire to see carried

out. If if accomplished anything, if would ac-

complish that; it was a miserable fallacy lo sup-

nose it would obtain the object for which the hon

Inspector General advoctaedit: on the contrary,

the lirst effect would be to stimulate the Americana

to proceed with the enlargement of the Erie Canal.

The people of Buffalo, he was told, were in eita-

cies at the announcement of the hon gentleman's

pohey ; and the only rational conclusion that he

' ;ould arrive at WJis the probability of the loss of

that portion of the American trade we now enjoy,

should that hon gentleman's views be adopted by

the House.

The resolution h« was about to propose in

amendment liad a definite object, an end to lie

attained; that object was nothin* less than
' to make the veiy revenue we were compelled to

raise lor the exigencies of the State foster and en*

.courage our native industry: if* operation is not

proi)osed to be confined to goods impoited from the

United States, or from any other country singly,

but to apply to alt in Tts, come from where they

may. or whutever I. .:ir place of origin, with the

:
single exception of our gister Colonies in America,

' That was the course thai naturally suggested it-

sell as proper and wise whenever the interests of

i

Canada, irrcspecrive of those of any other country,
' were consulted as a paramount consideration. The

vote on the amandmeut would show the sense of

the House and would be a test whether lliey were

lavouiable to juih a revision of our present tariff

as would tend to foster and encourage our native

industry—and whether they were prepared to

adopt such a permament policy as would slimcf

late industry and encucrage manufactures, lirit-

ish and Canadian tariffs had never made that a

primaiy object. Our first commercial regulations

were imposed by the Imperial Parliament shortly

alter the Conquest; the Mth G'jorge the third was

the fiifct legislation upon the subject after Canada

became Bihish; a reference to that statute would

show that its spirit and object was to promote

British interests, not Canadian ; it imposed the

first diflerential duties tor that purpose, and all

subsequent British legislation was animated by the

name spirit ;— all articles not the production or

growth of the United States were prohibited from

entering Canada from that country. All produc-

tions of the United States that could compete with

British productions were subjected to higri duties,

oil and the produce of the fisheries, for instance.

Not satisfied with allowing the people ot Great

Britain thus lo take care of themselves at our ex-

pense) wo aided them as far as we could by our

own legislation, British good* then entered


