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in a diffbrent school from his contemporaries. Manv ofthem had produced highly beautiful and imaSive
Jn^f h'

^"'- "T" ^^^ ^^''^^^d «° classical a juCnLnone had aspired to so regular a perfection. It poSessesan elevation, a purity, a sort of severity of sentimem whichno one m that age could have given but Milton." iThasbeen supposed, with a good deal of plausibility, that Comushas a purpose aside from the ostensible oni-that it is

SlT.of
*2,^"^^°"^e the Romanizing tendencies of the

i;f? «
^' ^^ can readily understand how Milton, whose

rlL^^fffvff"^^'
Poetry, and whom Duty had not yet

thlnJ '^ %Tu^^^ \"»^^ ^^""^f delightful studies "to

fni?-^"^,?*^ ^*H'^y»
"^^"^^ h^^« chosen at this perioda poetical allegory for the expression of his feelings. But

9^IiLr*^°' ""i ^i'^^'i
^^ Arcades, of the lines On'Shakespeare and th. ^^«^ on May Morning, we seeMilton as yet removed Tn sympathy from the stern

J^uritans, to whom plays and play actors were an abomi-

^t\T* ^r
the. games round the May-pole an unholy

tftmg. Comus, in particular, is a poetical pro-
test against the bigotry of the extremists, of Begins to
whom Prynne*s Histriom^ystix^ was the natural toJSJsttaoutcome. In Lycidas, nowever, we have the Sc*"
tirst unmistakable indication that Milton, the
poet, was alive to the signs of the time : =

" The hungpr sheep» look up, and are not fed,gu^ SMToHen with wind and the rank raist* they dravrKot inwardly, and foul contagion spread ;Besides what the grim wolf* with privy pavr
IJaily devours apace, and nothing said.
But that two-handed engine at the door

^^^ Stands ready to smite once, and smite no more."—LI. 125-131

«ffairt.
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} "The Histriomastix of Prynne, a lawyer distineuisheH fnr h:<, ^^
stitutional knowledge, but the most obstinatflnd Sw minSd o^^marked the deepening of Puritan bigotry under the Serine wa?mt"CfLauds persecution. This attack on the stage wasTs offcnsTve to

G^^r """^ "'"'*' *™°"« '^* ^""**" ^*«y ^ '° "^^ Court 1tsdf"~

"Hampden's resistance had roused England to a sense of the danirer toher freedom, and forced into light the reaf character of the RoyalSfai^How stern and outer the temper even of the noblest PuritLfS h^^l

« The English People.
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J^J^l^^^i/'^"*,'^''^^'^ **^*° ^"^ "^^Y ^ '"d' 'n which case iAfwursapace refers to the rehgious persecutions of tHe time ; iw/A//^ wLTtothe


