
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

ing of the Civil Service, the Posta'

Savings Bank, the liberation of the news-

paper press from the paper duty, the

abolition of purchase in the army, the

reform of the Universities followed by

that of the endowed schools, the dis-

establishment of the Irish Church, and

the commercial treaty with France, make

up a mighty harvest of good work

;

even if we leave the re-settlcment of the

franchise open to question and carry

Home Rule to the wrong side of the

account. Very striking is the contrast,

in this respect, between Gladstone's

career and that of his principal rival,

who gave his mind little to practical

improvement, and almost entirely to

the game of party and the suuggle

for power. Moreover, Gladstone filled

the nation with a spirit of common
87


