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•l»n iH»ple, Hvi. |KT ™nt. III! thd I'Mt of «ipodii cDiiiinK fniin the fe>i-

.i((lier, including, of (-•ourw, tin- t'niwd 8tiile», for a defence fund,

witli tlie undcr»t«ndinB tlmt nil the other p«rt« of tlie Kmpire woul.l

ilo llic MHie, nnd there would tiiu« tie pn.vided a .on«iderttble ^unl

wliieh would lie from the outnel »pi.n>priiit.<l nnd deiiiKniite.l for the

niaintensnoe of the British Navy. It i» the coniniBrci of the Kuipiru

that we are interested in, all of uh, to a very Urge extent. Thin duly

of which I have spoken wouhl form the iiueleun of a defence fund, and

moreover, an it woulil have the effect of nivinR the Oolonie« a prefer-

ence of five JUT cent, in the Britinh market it wouhl mivt exactly the

i|Ue«tion that we want to have met an mion an you am ready for it.

That i> the most practical nolution of the problem of preferential

trade, I suhmit, that I have yet heard of, and, of course, it would

admit of discu»»ion before being acted u|K)n. The ark was not built

in a day, ami great nations ami great political i|ue«tion» are not

evolved in a day. We are Empire builders, and »e n>joice with you

in tbeiuccesn of the Empire, nnd are willing tii tiear our share <.f lt«

burden. We ought not Ui receive all this protection that we get

without contribnting something in .eturn. In various ways, and prac-

tical ways too, we do so already. Kvery dollar we s|iend on en igra

tion makes the Empire stnmger, every mile of railway we build makes

the anny 'nore mobile in case of invnaion, every man we train for

military • rvice adds to the strength of the Empire. These are mat-

ters by the way, and I only speak of them incid.ntally. but if another

measure can be found by which we can nee distinctly ..hat we are con-

tributing to the defence of the Empire without impoein'; undue bur-

dens on our people, and if it should be atlopted univ ally by the

Emoire, I am sure that the Canadians will offer n < ol jection to it, but

will' willingly bear their portion of the burden. I thank your lordslnp

for this patient hearing. (Cheers.)

The 1'm\ of Alierdeeii : I nin sure we all feel indebted to Mr. Hoss

for *,his extremely interesting, suggestive and eloijuently delivei-ed ad-

ilre.ss. (Hear, hear.) A full report will, no doubt, lie available of

what he has said, and thus his statements nnd thoughtful suggestions

will have uareful and proper consideration, and that is a great matter.

Now, before I move a v;ite of thanks formally, and we adjourn, may t

just make one or two remarks. Mr. Koss has I«.mi good enough to say

that I could testify to the state of feeling of loyalty in Canada, and .so

on. That is so, but not <inly that, for I am one of those who can testify

to the growth of that feeling. I was in Canada liefore I went there

officially, and I rememlier when walking along in Toronto with that

same good friend who has been mentioned, Colonel Denison, I said,

" What a curious looking flag that is there." It was a blend of the

surs nnd Stripes and the Union Jack. When I drew Colonel Deni-

son's attention he looked disgusted and said, " I do not like it. V, ell,

you do not sue it now. They do not havo theHtnrs and Stripes iiiixe<l


