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One of these, Nicholas de Visfnau by name, had wintered

with the Algonquins in the upper waters of iho Oitawa, and^

meeting with Champlain in France in 1612, told him that he

had penetrated by that route as far as Hadson's Bay, which

had just been discovered by the English, and had witnessed

the wreck of an English vessel there, and the capture of its

crew by the Indians^ Champlain himself spent the whole

of that year in France, engaged in procuring an influential

protector for his infant colony, in consequence of the death

of the Count de Soissons, who had hitherto patronized it.

The Prince of Conde having obtained a commission as

Lieut.-General of New France, Champlain, in 1613, fitted out

a new expedition, and immediately on his arrival proceeded

to ascend the Ottawa, with the expectation of reaching the

Northern Sea. In his account of this expedition he gives a

clear description of the Chaudi^re and Rideau Falls, and

of the siie of the present capital of the country he founded ;

but we must look upon De Vignau as the first white man
who had ever set foot upon it. Champlain only went up the

river as far as Allumette Island, where the Indians convinced

him that De Vignau had deceived him, and that there was

no means of reaching Hudson's Bay by that route ; so he

returned once more to France, disappointed, and has handed

De Vignau down to posterity as the greatest liar he sver

met with.

Anpiher year was now spent in France, getting up a

company of merchants at St. Malo, Rouen, and La Rochelle,

to raise the means for a new expedition ; lor, though Cond6

gave his patronage, he was very chary of his money. A
matter of equal importance for the colony also engaged

Champlain's attention. He entered into negotiations with

the Recollets, a branch of the Franciscan order, to undertake

the spiritual charge of his young settlement. In 1615 he

brougtit out with him four of the friars, and built the first

chapel on the site of what is now Champlain market, whilst

the Franciscans established their convent where the Marine


