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«reea, in November, 1810, and the consequent revival) ii 1811, «i^

•ur rcHtrictive 8y«teiii against Great Britain.
11* ever a body of men were pledged to any thing, the American

cabinet, its friends, and supporters, were pledged for the trudi of.

this tact, that the French decrees of Berlin ana Milan were defin-

itively repealed, a* it resipects tlie United States, on the first of
November, 1810. If ever any body of men staked their nholo
stock of reputation upon any point, our cabinet did it on this.

They and their partizans asserted, and raved. They denounced
every man as a British partizan, who denied it. They declared
the restrictive systen was revived, by the mereeflectof the proela^

mation. But, lest the courts of law should not be as aubservient

to their policy, as might be wished, (hey passed the law of th»
Sd March, 181 1, upon Uie basis of this repeal, and of its being de-
finitive. The British government refused, however, to recogniae
the validity of this repeal ; and denied, Uiut the Berlin and Milan
deci'ees were repealed on the i^st Novenibcr, ItilO, as our cabinet

asserted. Thus, then, stoo<l the argument between the British

Ministry and our cabinet. The British Ministry admitted, thit,

-if the Berlin and Milan decrees were repealed on the 1st No-
Tcniber, 1810, they ucre bound to revoke their orders in council.

But they denied that repeal to exist. Our cabinet, on the other

.liand, admitted, that, if the Berlin and Milan decrees were not re-

pealed on the Ist November, 1810, the restrictive system ought
not to have Ijcen revived against Great Britain. But they asserted

that repeal to exist. This was, virtually, the state of the question,

between the two countries, on this point. And it is agreed, on all

hands, that tliis refusal of the Britisli govenment to repeal their

orders in council, after <he existence of the repeal of the Berlin and
Milan decrees, as asserted bvl: he American cabinet, was the cause
of the declaration of war between the two countries. So that, in

iruth, the question of the right of war depended upon iheexistenct

of that fact ; fur if that fact did not exist, even the American cab-

inet did not pretend that, in the position in which things then

atuod, they ha!d a right to declare war, on account of the continu-

ance of the British orders in council.

Now , what is the trtith iu relation to this all-important fact,

the definitive rqieal of the Berlin and Milan decrees, on the 1st

November, 1810 ; the piVot upon which turned the revival of the

restrictive system, and our declaration of war ? Why, sir.tlie event

has proved, that, in relation to that fa(ft, the American ealiri>et was,

to say the least, in an error. Bonaparte hhmelf^ in a decree^ dated

the 28th of ^yril 1811, fcwi not promulgated, till n year (fftericcmhy

distinctly declares tftnt the Berlin and Milan decrees were not defini-

tively repented, as relates to the United-States, on the irn. J\'ftf. 1810.

^e, also, declares tlutt they are then, on that 28th of Jpril, for the

Ijirst time repealed. Jtnd he founds the issuing of this decree on the

i,.i of the Jlmerican Coni^ress,of the 2d of March 1811 ; that very

'•act, which was passed upon the ^roimd of the definitive repeal of the

ifierlin and Milan dei-rees^Qn the, ist JiTovemher. 1810 ; and wJiich^


