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fona mafons and ftone-c\itters. On this occafion he was honoured with a ptlr

ot brogues and a bonnet. The apiirenrue-tee paid to the Mtcpheifons, who.

were elteemed excellent in their prolclli )n, was 50I. Scotch ; that is, 4I. ^5.4^.

fterling. He was bound for feven ye?rs. His own family was tofurniUi him

clothes : the Macpherfons with bed and board in their own houfe. He was an

apt and diligent apprentice, learned his trade with great facility, and pleafed

his maftrrs well. Both here, and when he was at the Ichool of Bracadill, hit /
fpare hours, like thole ot other boys, were wholly employed in training up him- :

Iclf, by cudgel-playing, to the ufc and manai^ementof the broad-fword and target. .

The only article ot food that he had, either here or in his giand-tatherV

houfe in abundance, w«s milk and fidi. Bread waS dealt lut with a veryfpar-

ing hand ; the porridge, or other wu^ei -gruel, was ^re;it!y too ihin ; and as to

the foup-meagre, made of oatmeal and a fma;! nandiul ot greens, (which, witk

a little barley-bread, was his moll conmion dinner), it di'l notdefeive the name

of foup, orbrot!,. To mucn as that of water tinged wiih thofe mgredients.

With regprd to HQi, although even the common' pro. le v.ere, on many occa-

fions, plentifully fuppUed with this delicate food, it was neither found |)ala-

table'tor anv great length ot time, nor yet nutricious, unlefsdidy leafoned with

fait, and mixed, in ufing it, with fomrthing of tho mealy or farinaceous kind ;

articles of provifion in which the norchern coinnties of Scotland were, at that

time, miferably deficient. So t.'iat, on the whole, our hero confefles, that he

very feldom had a fuli and fatisfadory meal ; or role from table without a de-

gree of appetite—if he (lieathed hisYword, it was for lack of argument. He
is convinced that, by this penury of living, his ftomach was contracted, at

lead not dilated to the ufual fize of men's brought up in the midft ot pienty.

For at no period of his life did he ever defire or ufc near fo much food, of any

kind, asthebulkvof thofe around him in any country. At this moment he

cats Sparingly, and next to nothing at all, tho' he takes a chearful and even

plentiful glals without the fmalleft inconveniency. A gentleman juft turned of

forty, after drinking a hearty glafs with Macleod to an hour much later thaa

ufual, and who felt the etFeds thereof next morning, was happy to be called

up from bed, in London, by the arrival of Mr. Macleod, in good fpirits and
health, fromChelfea.

While Macleod remained in his grandfather's family in the Ifleof Skye, fcan-

tinefs of more folid provifion was, in lome mealure, compenfated by libera-1

fupplics of milk: and, now and then, on holidays, they were treated with an

egg. But, with the ftone-cutters he found not one egg, and of milk very little.

He felt the pinching pain of want. His fituation became infupportable. Ex-
treme hunger induced him to harbour thoughts of breaking loofe from his maf-

ter, and try to fatisfy the cravings of nature in lomeotherpart of the kingdom.
If all this preflure of hunger and want (liould appear extraordinary, the fur-

prize of the reader will wholly vanifti, when he recollefts, that the firft years of
Macleod's apprenticefliip rell within the period of that deplorable famine which
afflicted Scotland, not yet taught to provide againft fcarchy of grain by means
of navigation, ror the laft feven years of the feventeenth century, which was
lonw remembered under the name of the Jearyears ; and of which tradition has
yet preferved in the minds of men a melancholy recollection. It was this dread-
ful faniine that occafioned the noted propofal of Mr. Fletcher of Saltoun, tore-
deem the begging poor of his country from the fangs of want, by binding them
in the chains of flavery. This idea appears ftiocking to a modern ear. Mr.
Fletcher's mind was tutored inthe Grecian and Roman School ; nor was it much
more than a hundred years fince the Parliament of Scotland had pafi^ed an aft,

by which the cnildren of beggars fhould be taken away fi"om their unhappy pa-
rents, and be brought up in flavery for a certain term of years. And it was a
hundred precifely fiuce the Scottifli Parliament, in 1 597, extended that limited
term to life. Mr. Fletcher tells us, that, in the year 1698, there were, befides
a gfeat many poor families pining in fecret want, others very meanly provided
^r out of this church bo;.'es, and others who had fallen into various difeafes by


