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•'Tp H E prefent fituatlon of the affairs

^ of this once great and glorious nation

is fo peculiar, fo critical, and fo truly alarm-

ing, that if it be not a tafk of duty, it can^

not be a cenfurable attempt in any man
among us, who hath made it in any degree

the objed: of his attention, to deliver his

thoughts upon it. So material a change as

a little fpace of time, yet fhort of the fifth

part of a century, hath wrought in our

empire, cannot be afcribed to mere accident
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