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\' Force, to have made a fuccefsful Attempt at 1756.

; /eafi againft Niagara, if not againft Fort Fron^^
'~

tenac :—One of the moft elTential Points in

the Plan concerted by Mr. Shirley at New
Tork for carrying on one Expedition againft

the French upon Lake Ontario^ and another
againft Crown Point in 1756 was, that both

Attempts {hould be made at the fame Time :

And Experience feems to have evinced how
right fuch a Proceeding would have been in

this Cafe.

The Defedion of the Indians of the Five

Nations^ thofe of the Mohawks only excepted,

who nowmake but make an inconfiderable Part

of their Number, followed the Misfortune at

Ofwego fo clofely, that it has been looked up-

on as the neceflary Confcquence of it j and
imputed to Mr. Shirley by thofe, who have

endeavoured to fix the Blame of the Lofs of

Ofwego upon him : It is therefore neceflary

for his Vindication in this Point to ftate the

Meafures, by which thefe Cantons or Tribes

of Indians were loft.

After the Lofs of Ofwego the Oneida Carry-

ing-place was, from its Situation, the principal

Pafs below it, not only for covering the Eng-

lifh Settlements upon the Mohawks River^ and

even the City of * Albany itfelf, but for keep-

* The City of Jlbany is fo commanded by circumja-

cent Hills in that Part of it, which lies next to the mo-
hawks River and Indian Country^ that it cannot be made

defenfible againft the Inctirfions of the Enemy from that,
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