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utmost, is from the ()7lli to the 71st parallels, or [four degrees of
latitude.

Two small schooners of 80 or 100 tons, imder the command of
a skilful Naval Officer, with a couple of Greenl'ind fishermen to

act as pilots through the ice, would be sufficient for the purpose.

They should proceed at once up the very middle of Davis's Strait,

kee;^>ing to the westward so as not to raise their latitude higher

than 72°, and having cleared Cumberlagd Island, edge away to the

southward. Hitherto most of our adventurers have worked their

way through Hudson's Strait, which is generally choked up with ice

;

then standing to the northward ihey have had to contend with ice

drifting to the southward, with contrary winds and currents ; these

inconveniences would be obviated bv standing Hrst to the latitudes

of 7 1'^ or 7'i° and from thence southerly and westerly till they either

reached Hudson's Bay, which would decide the question in the nega-

tive, or till they saw the north coast of America, which would go far

to complete the discoveiy.

Disappointment is generally ferflle in apologies for failures; we
need not therefore be surprized if we lind some assert that no
such passage exists, and others pronounce iis i.mtilily if it should

be discovered, from the uncertainty of its being free iVoni ice any one
year, and perhaps practicable only ofice in three or four years.

Such an apology for our present ignorance of every thing that re-

gards the geography, the hydrography, and meteorology of the

tiorth-eastern shores of America, might be pleaded by mercantile

speculators, but can have little weight with those who have the

interests of science at heart, or the national honour and fame, which

are intimately connected with those interests. When the govern-

ment offered a reward of =£"20,000 for the discovery of the North-
west Passage, and o£'5000 to him who should approach within one

degree of the North Pole, it was not with a view to any immediate

commercial advantages that this liberal encouragement was held

out, but with the same expanded object that sent Cook in

search of a ' Southern Conthient.' If, however, the con-

tinent of America shall be found to tei minate, as is most likely,

about the 70th degree of latitude, or even below it, we have little

doubt of a free and practicable passage round it for seven or eight

months in every year ; and we are much mistaken if the North-west

Company would not derive immediate and incalculable advantages

from a passage of three months to their establishment in Columbia
River, instead of the circuitous voyage of six or seven months round
Cape Horn ; to say nothing of the benefit which might be derived

from taking in their cargoes of furs and peltry for the China market

at the mouths of Mackenzie and Copper-mine rivers, to which the

northern Indians would be too happy to bring them, if protected


