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wliicli in America have often baffled the efforts of whole

cohimns of armed men. I am f^lad of this opportunity to

name these men as well worthy of Canada's regard—as sons

who have well maintained her name and fame. And, now

that you have had the patience to listen to me, and we have

crossed the continent together, let me advise you as soon

as possible to get up a branch house, situated amongst our

Hocky Mountains, where, during summer, 3-our members
may form themselves into an Alpine club and thoroughly

enjoy the beautiful peaks and passes of our Alps. In the

railway you will have a beautiful approach to the Pacific.

The line, after traversing for daj^s the plains, will come

upon the rivers, whose sheltering valleys have all much the

same character. The river-beds are like great moats in a

modern fortress—3'ou do not see them till close upon them.

As in the glacis and rampart of a fortress, the shot can

search across the smooth surfaces above the ditch, so any

winds that may arise may sweep across the twin levels above

the river fosses. The streams run coursing along the

sunken levels in these vast ditches, which are sometimes

miles in width. Sheltered by the undulating banks, knolls,

or cliffs which form the margin of their excavated bounds

are woods, generally of poplar, except in the northern and

western fir fringe. On apj)roachiDg tlie mountains their

snow caps look like lingo tents encamped along the rolling

prairie. Up to tliis great camp, of which a length of 200

miles is sometimes visible, the rivers vrind in trenches,

looking like the covered wa3^s by which siege works zig-

zag up to a besieged city. On a nearer view, the camp line

changes to ruined marble palaces, and through their


