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Mid'lli' and West Kivrrn Jiave «inall riiiiH of

trout, but, taKcH m a wholf, the rivtrs in this

vicinity hiivc litrn pretty wtll "fishtvl out"

Fine tnnit arc, however, taken at iimcs in

M.ipic iinti NkQuanic-'s Lakivs. Mr. I'm h.'ini,

of New ('•laxx'iA, is lishcry mrrseer, and will

he alijc ti> "p(i-.t" \i>itorsiisto the best places.

SiMiic >{<K)(1 .spurt piav 1)1- fmind in fishinx f'^r

mackerel, cdd, etc., nn the cuaht.

The founiry to the southwaril of Pictoii ha.<t

an .il)iitidanco «»f moose. Let one t.ike a trip,

with j^iiidc^, lr<>n> West Kiver, thmnvjli (ikn-

jjarry. Stewiaekc, Nelson's and Sundy Ilrae,

and over to Caledonia, or (niysboro, and he is

prctfy sure to have f.iir luck. Caribou i\u

louiid at times, but 'uoosc is the chief jjarne to

l)e relied on. Hears are j)lenty. and .so are

partridge. .Mnn.i; the shore, snipe, plover,

curlew, yi'isc and all kinds of ducks are found

in larye numbers.

ANNO MIR I
!• M.

Soniewh ;c around this part of Nova Scotia

the sirani;er may be fortunate enough to tiud

Miu of the very oldest inhabit.inls who was an

lye-wilness to those most extraordinary e\cnt.s

which happened in the \ - ar of the Mice. The
younger generation appear to know little about

it. though it \vaN a mernurable epocii in the

liistory of the country. It was, in fact, a

plague of mice, which visited Fictou, Colchester

md Anligonish, as well as Prince T.dward

Island. As long .igo as 1699, Dicrvillc wrote

that the latter place had a plague either of

mice or locusts every seven years, but in more

modern times the [ihenomenon has b.xn wit-

Hi-ssed but once. That once was enrugh.

It was in the year iBij that the micc^ook a

"Grand Tarewell Benefit," in the presence of

;i lari'.- biit far from ;t.(lmiring audience. They

began to show liiemsdvos at that period in the

year when the Spring Poet warbles and the

saj) runs from the maples. Hy jilanting time

their numbers had augmented to an extent

which struck terror to the hearts of the people

;

and the cry was, "Still they come!" They

were not little field mice, such as Burns has

iinmorrali/.ed, but were more nearly of the si/.c

'.f rats. If Burns had been there he would not

I'.'ive stopped to write poetry, but would have

got out a field nailer and crushed them by the

ihousimd. They ate everything that mice can

eai, ;uid nearly ate up the people, for when
molested they sat on their haunches and

stjuciled dctiance with their giistcnmg teeth

laid bare. As witli the rats at Hamelin Town
in Brimswick :

I III \ >ii|jht (he (io(;« and killeil the cats,

Made iivitii Inslile men''* '^unlay luiis,

\r»cl i'V«rn spoilrd thv wkuk'hN »;hnt.s,

Hy ^hril!kin;r and .sqtieiiUin|;

III fifty (iiU'crciil »har|m nnii (liils.''

It lo<pk a brave dnjj to f.n-e .a mob of them,

and ordinary lilts proved that gooil gcrieralsthip

is often shown by a timely .and skilful retreat.

Dr. Patterson, in his History of Pictou, is

authority for the st.itement ,1 f.irnur ;ittenipteil

to now oats al Merigomish, and w.'is disgusted

to tind th.'it the mice ate them as fast as he

sowed. Finding ih.at his labor simply amount-

ed ;o feeding part of a hungry horde, he tin. illy

got 'Ut of p;iticnce, threw all his oats at them

and wci'^ home in intense disgust. .Spreading

over th<* country as the season advanced, they

devoured all before them. Acres were strippefi

of growinff crops, and still tire mice grew and

their appetites iiu reased ,i|).'ice. Trenches were

dug. ;md all sorts of expedients resoi'ed to,

but in vain. The mice question bei. nie an

absorbing one, when all at once the intruders

made up their minds to get up and get. But,

like the army of .Napoleon in Russia, and the

f(jl!owi:rs of Ue Soto to the .Mississippi, deatli

marched in their midst. Thousands of those

that had achieved such brilli.uil coiKjuests lay

down ;iiul ilied. Thousands more re.u heil tlie

sea-shore, but only to die. All along the

coast their bodies lay piled up in masses like

lines of sea-weed, and for many \«ef.ks the tish

caught in the bays were found to have their

maws filled with the remains of the annihilated

army of mice.

For many years after this remarkable visi-

tation, it was the custom of many of the people

to reckfin births, marriages, deaths, etc., as

being such and such ii time after the year- of

the mice, .ln/ii- Miiriiiiii took the place of

Anno Domini : but as succeeding generations

grew up, this system of chronology became

obsolete ; .uid it has long sinie eeaseii to be

known, save to the ones who "were there and

helped kill 'em."
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If you want to fiiu! abic-ljodied men. t.ike

the H. iK: C. 15. Kailw.-iv and go to .\ntigonish.

Here you will find the descendants of lligh-

l.anders who look able for all comers. Si.x feet

;ind odd inches tall are they, and stout in pro-

portion.

Antigonish is called the prettiest village in

F.astern Nova Scotia. Its neat, tidy dwellings

stand amid beautiful shade trees on low ground,

wfiile the hills rise in graceful cones near at
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