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one's intcrost is imiiassiunt'il. and rvcn idlers arc pre-

occupied.

The yuimtr ilandy was so niiieh absorbed in Iiis anxious

quest tlial lie did not observe liis own success; he did not

hear, lie did not see the ironical evclaiiiations of admiration,

the jzenuine appreciation, the hitin^' ^ihes, the .soft invita-

tions (d' >oiiu' of the Mia^ks. 'l'iiou;rli lie was so handsome
us to rank anioni: tlio>e exceptional persons who conic to

an opera hall in >carch of an adventure, and who e.xpect it

as eonlidcnily as men looked for a lucky cnui) at roulette

in Frascati's day, he seemed (piitc philosopliicaliy sure of his

evenin;:; he must he the hero of one of those my>t<'ries with

three actors which constitute an <ipiTa hall, and are known
only to those who play a part in them ; for, to youn;.' wives who
conu' merely to say, "I have seen it," to country people,

to inex)ierience(I youths, and to foreiurtiers, the opera house

must on those nijzhts he the palace of fatigue and dulness.

To these, that hiack swarm, .-low and serried—comin<r, going,

windini:. turninir, returnim:. mounting, descending, com-

parahlo only to ants on a pile of wood—is no more intelligible

than the P.ourse to a Unton pea-ant who has never heard of

the (Jran'l lirrc

With a few rare exceptions, men wear no masks in Paris;

a man in a domino is tliouirlii ridiculous. In this the spirit

of the nation betrays itself. .Men who want to hide their

good fortune can ( iijoy the opera ball without going there;

and masks who are ali>olntely lompelled to go in come out

again at once. One (d" the mo,-t amusing scenes is the crush

at the doors produced as soon as the daiu-ing begins, by the

rush of per.-oiis getting auay and struggling with those who
are j)usliing in. So the men who wear masks are either jeal-

ous husbands who come to watch their wives, or husbands
on the loosi' who do not wish to be watched by them—two
situations e(pially ridiculous.

Xow, o,ir young man was followed, though he knew it

not, hy a man in a mask, dogging his steps, short and stout,

with a rolling gait, like a barrel. To every one familiar with


