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Defence and be regarded as one of its permanent mem-
hcT'i. No important slej) in forei^'ii pulicy would be

undertaken without consultation with such represent-

ative of Canada. This means a very marked advance

l)oth from our standpoint and from that of the United

Kingdom. It would give us the opportunity of con-

sultation and therefore influence which hitherto we
have not possessed. The conclusions and declarations

of Great Britain in respect of foreign relations could

not fail to be strengthened by the knowledge that

such consultation and cooperation with the Overseas

Dominions liad become an accomplished fact.

No thoughtful man can fail to realize the very com-

plex and difficult questions that confront those who
believe that we must find a basis for permanent coop-

eration in naval defence and that any such basis must

afford the Overseas Dominions an adequate voice in

the moulding and control of foreign policy. It would

have been idle to expect, and indeed we did not expect,

to reach in the few weeks at our disposal during the

past summer a final solution of that problem, which is

not less interesting than difficult, which touches most
closely the future destiny of the Empire, and which is

fraught with even graver significance for the British

Islands than for Canada. But I conceive that its solu-

tion is not impossible, and however diflScult the task

may be it is not the part of wisdom or statesmanship

to evade it. So we invite the statesmen of Great Britain

to study with us this real problem of Imperial existence.

The next ten or twenty years will be pregnant with

great results for this Empire, and it is of infinite import-

ance that questions of purely domestic concern, how-

ever urgent, shall not prevent any of us from rising "to

the height of this great argument." But to-day, while
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