
( 343 )

THE IDYLLS 0F THE KING.

AN- INT3Il>IE'JTA TION7.

BV MISS L. E. 4MAUDE REYNOLD)S, B.A.

0OR fifty years Tennyson
worked. on the Celtie

IF Saga of King Arthur
until it became, as he
himself says in lis
liues to the Queen, an
«cold imperfeet tac-
New-old, and shadowving

Sense at wvax mîith Soul,
Ideal nianliood, closed in

real nman,
Rather than the graly king,

whose name, a glo1st,
Streanis like a cloud.

The Arthur Saga dates back to
a period previous ,to the time of
Chaucer, for we find reference to it
in Dante. It was worked over by
mnany poets, and one of the first
books printed by Caxton wvas Mal-
lory's «Morte d'Arthuir.-" The Ar-
th-imrian land stretches from. Arthur's
Seat, near Edinburgh, to the Loire
in France, and several places dlaim,
th Arthur sleeps there an en-
chanted sleep, or still plays at chess
ivith his knighits.

The popularity of the saga umakes
us ivonder, " Is this Arthur real or
Mnthical ?"' Probably he is both
historical and mythical, for our his-
tories tel us that Arthur guar&led
the (oast af ter the Rlomans lef t
Britain. No doubt hie was a cul-
tured hero, who introduced new
ideas and bettcred society.

Tennyson makes Camelot the
capital, th-at is, the abode of the
spiritual conscience. Therefore he
says it is built to nmusic, and there-
fore not built at all, and therefore
buiît for ever. In other words, the
abode of conscience is built to
spiritual, harmony. Iu CC Gareth

*Based to, sonio extent on notes takien iii
lecrtures at. MecQxill University, 1899.

and Lynette " we rehd that the
faies corne from. out a sacred
mounitain CC cleft towards sunrise,"
and buit it, so it is not buit by
hurnan hands. In "Lancelot audl
Blaine,"- the city is described as
strange and dim, beneath it lying a
plain, the city itself being buit on
a siope, and the only entrance
thereto is a gate, which represents
the Church, ana the "Lady of thec
Lake" forms the gate, and so syni-
bolizes purity.

In contrast to Arthur'-- castli',
buiît by Merlin, is that of Pellaxu.
the false Arthur, described iii

<Balin and Balan."-
The hall

0f Pellain, lichen bearded, grayly draped
With streanhing grass, appearcd, lowv-built,

but strong;
The rminous donjon as a knoll of inoss,
The battiemnent overt.opt wvith ivytods,
A homne of bats, in every tower an owlI.

... Leaves
Laid their green faces flat against the panes,
Sprays grated, and the canker'd boughis

without
wVhined in the woods.

But let us turn now to the Idylis
in their natural order.

L.-Thte Coni-ng of Ai-tltt-r.

.Arthur loved at sight Guinevere,
the one fair daughter of Leodogran,
the king, but Leodogran's doubt
concerning Arthur's birth stands ini
the way of inarriage, so he questions
the messengers sent by Arthur,
concerning this <cslayer of the
hecathen " (that is, the passions
siain býy spiritual conscience) .

Sir ]3edivere describes the two
aspects in which Arthur is regarded
-by the fles7t with hate, by th-3
spiritual as more than human. He
relates the common story believed


