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striking triumph. But the main credit must be given 
to General Byng, who well sustained his previous 
military reputation in laying down the outline of 
the plan which brought success, and in supervising 
its preparation.

It had been agreed that, in the event of a check 
taking place anywhere, flares should be sent up to 
indicate the position stormed by the assailants, and 
for this purpose the objectives were divided into 
four successive lines. It would, perhaps, be unwise 
to give further details of these arrangements, and 
one may be content to remark that they worked 
admirably. Finally, when the 3rd Battalion arrived 
at Mount Sorrel on the right, the 16th at Hill 62 in 
the centre, and the 13th to the old lines to the north 
of this, a red flare from each section would be the 
signal that the whole position was taken.

June The weather throughout the attack was of the 
i3th, vilest description, the rain coming down in torrents; 

w/jfA/.but it was not, as subsequent events will show, alto­
gether unfavourable to the successful prosecution 
of the adventure. The new wire which had been 
placed along the front by the 2nd Division was 
removed early in the night of the 12th, for to do so 
before would have been to evoke suspicion; and 
planks were placed across the trenches to allow the 
supports to cross them quickly. 

junt Then at 12.45 the guns began. For three- 
jy*. quarters of an hour the air was full of the pre- 
a.m paration. An enormous force of heavy artillery 

had Leen assembled, against which no ordinary 
parapet ir traverse would stand for an instant. The 
iS-pouncers reached an astonishing total, with 
several Belgian field guns in addition. It is true


