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MMllf beM aidrllMd to fli«iii,t»» i^iplled itoliim foir flM>

gMMittdedliteobMrVAtloA, attd here «al4olB his Mply: ~>

OD which be

Omawbu OouMW, Nvir ¥mk, Feb. 8S, ISM.

DBAS StB : In complhuiee with yotir reqaest, I hare to communleato Rome facta

In relation to the height of the RodqrMountains, and tho sourceswhence I obtained

the information.

In conTersation with Sittion M^GilllTnty, Esq., a partner of the 'KorOiwest Com-
pany, he stated to me his impression, that the mountains in the Tidnity of the

route pursued by the traders of that company were nearly as.high as the Himalay-

as. Re had himself crossed by this route, seen the snowy summits of the pealcs,

and experienced a degree of coldwhich required a spirit thermometer to indicate it.

His authority for the e<imate of the heights was a gentleman ^6 hikl been em-

ployed for several years as surveyor of that company. This conversation oc-

curred about sixteen years since.

A year or two after I had the pleasure of dining at Major Delaftelj^*s with Mr.

^ompson, the gentleman referred to by Mr. M*GilIivray. I Inquired of him in

relation to the circumstances medticmed by Mr. M*Glllivray, and he stated that, by

the joint means of the barometric and trigonometric measurement, he had ascer-

tained the height of one of the peiUcs to be about twenty-five thousand fe^t, tsA

there wore others of nearly the same height in the violhiQr.

, lam, dear sir, yours truly,

JAME8 BENWiOi..

To W. Irviko, Esq.

gS'.-v

Siiggettiona'with reapect to <fte Indian THhe$, and ike ProtecUan qf onr Trade.

In the course of this work, a f^w general remarks have been haaarded respecting

the Indian tribes of the prairiee, and the dangers to be apprehended from them in

fixture times to our trade beyond the Rocky Mountains and with the Spanish fron-

tifiT*. Since writing those remarks, we have met with some exoellent observations

•aid suggestions, in manuscript, on the same subject, written by Captajq Bonneville,

o( the United States army, who baa lately returned from a long residence among^ tribesof the Rocky Mountains. C^tain B. aiqproves highly of theplan recently

adopted by the United States government for ^e organization of a regiment of

<9ragoons for the protection of our western front^r,"and the trade acroBS the prai-

ries, "No othw species of military force,** he observes, "is at all competent to

cope with these restless and wandering hordes, who require to be opposed with

ildftness quite as much as with strength; and the consciousness that a troop, uni-

ttag these qualiflcatlons, is always on the alert' to avenge their outrages upon the

settlers and tradl^rs, willgo very far toward restraininjg thein from thejperpetration

of those thefts and murders which they have heretofore committed With impunity,

irhSnevear sl^nitagem or superiority Of force has given them the advantage. Their

„ interest alr^y has dond sotnething "^toward their pa^catibn with our country-

I neitl VVom the tfaders amofigthem, they receive thefr supplfos i|;i the greatest

abundance, and upon very equitable tsrms; andwhen It is remembered that a very

oontfd4rat)le amount of property is yearly distributed among them bjr the grovem-

medt, OS presents, itwHl readily be perceived that they are greatly dependent upon

1^ for their most valued resources. If, superadded to this Inducement, a frequent

display of military power be made In their territories, there can be little doubt that

the desired seOurity and peace will be speedily afforded to Our own people. But

ttiei^d^of establishtng a permanent amity and concord among the various east

aikd tifiMt tribes themselves, seems to mie, if hot wholly Impracticable, at least infln-

flidj^tfioredtineultthaniDiany tifc^^eiit phUanthroplrts hav6 hoped and believed.

Vhdie nations which have so lately emigrated from the midst of our (Mttlements to

il*Ni tq(Km 4^ western borders, and have madesome progresf In agricultureand the


