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LETTER ELEVENTH.

{Written on the eve of sailing from Portsinoutb, on the expe-

dition against Louiabourg.]

Dear RIekson,—The title of Brigadier [Pitt bad conferred it on him],

which extends to America only, has no other adTantage than throwing

me into aervico in an easy manner for myself, and such as my constitu-

tion really requires ; our success alone will determine the more solid

favours, for it ' - possible to deserve very well, and to be extremely ill

received. The state of public afbirs is such that some measures must be

pursued which prudence or military knowledge, perhaps, might not

dictate. We shall have (if accident don't prevent it) a great force this

year in America, and the country has a right to expect some powerftal

efforts proportioned to the armaments. Success is in the hands of

Providence, but it is in every, man's own power to do his part hand-

somely • • •.

We embark in three or four days. Barr^ and I have the great apart-

ment of a three-decked ship to revel in ; but with all this space and this

fresh air, I am sick to death. Time, I suppose, will deliver me from

these suflferings ; though, in former trials I never could overcome it.

Portsmouth, 7th Feb., 1*758.

LETTER TWELFTH.

pfV^fitten after Wolfe's return to England, from the capture of

Louisbourg.]

My dear Friend,—Tour letter dated in September, as well as the

taut you did me the favour to write, are both received, and with the

greatest satirfaetioii. I do not reckon that we have been fortunate this

year in America. Our force was so superior to the enemy's that we
night hope for greater saecess ; buth pleased the Disposer of all Things

to check our presumption, by permitting Mr. Abercrombie to hnrry on

thai prwsipitate attaek of Ticonderago, in which he iUled with loss. By
the situation of that fort, by the superiority of our naval force there, and

by the strength of our army, which could bear to be weakened by

detachments, it seems to me to have been no very difficult matter to

have obliged the Marquis de Montcalm to have laid down his arms, and

consequently to have given up all Canada. In another cironmstanoe,

too, we may be reckoned unlucky. The squadron of men-of-war under

de Ohaflbrault failed in their attempt to get into the harbour of Louis-

bourg, where inevitably they would have shared the fate of those that


