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when i saw the vessel under way. It was soon out

of sight. When I went home, I threw myself on my
knees and poured out my soul to God, to carry that

ship and its precious cargo safely and swiftly on to a

free haven, and to guard and guide me soon to a free

liome with my beloved family. And so I kept on,

praying, working, hoping, pi
> ng, for iiearly three

weeks, when I received the happy mows that my dear

ones were safe with a true-hearted friend in Brooklyn.

1 had notified him beforehand that they were coming;
and now the good and glorious news came that they

were safe with Robert H. Cousins, where the slave-

holder could trouble them no more. I had arranged

v/ith Mary when she left, to come on myself as scon
as I could get the money for my houses and land.

She was to write to me as though she had gone to

New York on a visit, intending to come back, and she

Avas to speak of New York as if she did not like it at

all. I knew my mast'^r would be very angry when
he heard she had goi.e unbeknown to him, and I

thought he would demand to see the letters my wife

should ^et friends in New York to write to me for her;

and so I made ready to meet and quiet his suspicions,

while I was plotting my own escape. For more than
three m nths 1 tried to get the money or part of it, for

my houses ; but was pui oft' and deceived till I found
I must come oft' without a cent of the property I had
tried so hard to accumulate. I was required to call

and see my master every day, because he suspected

me of a design to run away. He was taken suddenly
sick, and then I started for my wife and children. Be-
fore I give a narrative of my escape, I will give copies

of the letters which passed between me and my wife
while I remained in the land of bondage after her
escape. These letters, with their post marks, are all

in my possession, and can be examined by any one
who may doubt their authenticity, or the fidelity with
which they are here given. The kind friend who has
written this narrative for me nas corrected some mis-
takes in the construction and spelling of these letters,

and some he has left uncorrected. He has also omit-


