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Hf complete a fuuntlation asi I cmilU have wislied, fur those measures oT vast

and permanent importance wliich Parliament will find it necesxiny to

adopt. But it will include the whole range of those subjects which it iii

essenlial should be l)raugiit under Ycur ftlrijesty's view, and will prov«
that I have not rested content without fully developing the evils wl ich lie

at the root of the disorders of the North American Provinces—and at the

same time suggesting remedies which, to the best of my judgment, will

provide an effectual cure.

The same reasons, and the same obstacles, have prevented me from
annexing a greater amount of detail and illustration, which, under more
favourable circunistancus, it would have been incumbent on me to collect,

for the purpose of rendering clear and familiar to every mind, every par-

ticular of a state of things on which little correct, and much false infor-

mation, has hitherto been current in this country. I cannot, therefore, but

deeply regret that such a druwbucU on its efficacy should have been a

necessary consequence of the circumstances under which the Report has

been prepared. I still hope that tlie materials collected by me, though
not as ample as I could have desired, will, nevertheless, he found suflicient

for enabling the Imperial Legislature to form a sound decision on the

important interests which are involved in the result of its deliberations.

These interestsare, indeed, of great magnitude; and on the course which
Your Majesty, and Your Parliament may adopt, with respect to the North
American Colonies, will depend the future destinies, not only of the mil-

lion and a half of Your Majesty's Subjects, who at present inhabit those

Provinces, but of that vast population which those ample and fertile terri-

tories iire fit and destined hereafter to support. No portion of the Ame-
rican Continent possesses greater natural resources for the maintenance
of large and flourishing communities. An almost boundless range of the

richest soil still remains unsettled, and may be rendered available for the

purposes of agriculture. The wealth of inexhaustible forests of the best

timber In America, and of extensive regions of the most valuable minerals,

have as yet been scarcely touched. Along the whole line of sea-coast,

around each island, and in every river, are to be found the greatest and
richest fisheries in the world. The best fuel, and the most abundant water-

power, are available for the courser manufactures, for which an easy and
certain market will be found. Tradf: with other Continents is favoured
by the possession of a large number of safe and spacious harbours ; long,

deep, and numerous rivers, and vast inland seas, supply the means of easy

intercourse; and the structure of the country generally atlbrds the utmost
facility for every species of communication by land. Unbounded mate-
rials of agricultural, commercial, and mant'facturing industry are there:

it depends upon the present decision of the Imperial Legislature to deter-

mine for whose benefit they are to be rendered available. The Country
which has founded and maintained these Colonies, at a vast expense of
blood and treasure, may justly expect its compensation in turning their

unappropriated resources to the account of its own redunda.n population
;

they ire the rightful patrimony of the English people—the ample apanage
which God and nature have set aside in the New World, for those whose
lot has assigned them but insufficient portions in the Old. Under wise and
and free institutions, these great advantages may yet be secured to Your
Majesty's Subjects—and a connection, secured by the link of kindred

origin, and mutual benefits, may continue to bind to the British Empire
the ample territories of its North American Provinces, and the large and
nourishing population by which they will assuredly be filled.


