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cannon, at Fort Montgomery," which must have made a

tremendous uproar among the echoes of the Dunderberg.

Aware of the real point of danger, he immediately detached

five hundred men to re-enforce the garrison. They had six

miles to march along the eastern shore, and then to cross

the river ; before they could do so the fate of the forts was

decided.

British historians acknowledge that the valor and resolu-

tion displayed by the Americans in the defense of these forts

were in no instance exceeded during the war; their loss in

killed, wounded, and missing was stated at two hundred and

fifty, a large proportion of the number engaged. Their gal-

lant defense awakened no generous sentiment in the victors.

*'As the soldiers," observes the British writer, "were much
irritated, as well by the fatigue they had undergone and the

opposition they met, as by the loss of some brave and favorite

officers, the slaughter of the enemy was considerable." *

Among the officers thus deplored, and bloodily revenged,

was Colonel Campbell, who commanded the detachment.

At his fall the command devolved on Colonel BeveHy Rob-

inson of the American loyalists. Another officer slain was

Major Grant, of the New York volunteers. Count Ga-

brouski, the Polish aid-de-camp of Sir Henry Clinton, had

gallantly signalized himself by the side of his friend. Lord

Rawdon, who led the grenadiers in storming Fort Montgom-

ery. The count received his death wound at the foot of the

ramparts. Giving his sword to a grenadier: "Take this

sword to Lord Rawdon," said he, "and tell him the owner

died like a soldier." f

* Civil War in America, vol. i., p. 311.

t Stedman, vol. i., p. 364.


