12 An Anecdotal Life of

pected to sail, Mr. Macdonald drifted with many others down
to Glasgow, and engaged in business as a cotton broker, deal-
ing in cotton purchased from the Southern States. Inex-
perience in this line soon brought about a failure, but the
creditors were so well satisfied of his honesty (and it must be
remembered that business failure at that period was a far more
serious business for the debtor than it is now) that they pre-
sented him with a librairy of books, nearly all of which are
in Sir John’s family to this day. Hearing that he was about to
try his fortune in Canada, whither many of the people of
Sutherlandshire, including some of his old friends and neigh-
bors, had preceded him, the creditors also gave him letters of
commendation to certain merchants at 1{ontreal.

It was while they lived in one of a row of stone tenement
houses near the ferry landing, justacross from Glasgow, on the
Clyde, that John Alexander Macdonald was born. His father
was then thirty-three years and his mother thirty-seven.

1859, in Quebec city. He was then Attorney-General of Canada. We
had an interesting conversation regarding our native land and birthplace.
I next met him some years later in Prince Edward Island, where
he spent a summer away from public business for the benefit of his health.
He at once recognized me, our meeting being under rather peculiar circum-
stances. I experienced the utmost kindness and attention from himself and
his excellent wife, Lady Macdonald.

“ Whoever penned the paragraph you refer to must be very ignorant of
the masonic tie existing between Sir John and myself. The first I knew
of his being a member of the ancient order was on his return from a tour
to Europe, when he was invested with authority to represent the Grand
Lodge of England in Canada ; the Dalhousie Lodge of Ottawa (of which I
was, and still have the honor of being, a life member) was at that time
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England. Soon Sir John was
elected honorary or life member of Dalhousie Lodge.

¢ On my visit to my native place in 1856, not a vestige of the residences
of our forefathers was to be seen, Lairg being now a populous village or
town.”
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