
MARCH 29, 1916

Bill No. 32, An Act rempecting the 'Toronto le
Hamnilton and Buffalo Railway Company.- ce
Hon. Mr. Taylor. Ml

Thé Senate adjourned until three o'clock P
to-morrow.a

THE SENÂTE.

:Wednesday, March 29, 1916.

'The SPEAKER took the ChaiT et Threec
o'clock *.

Frayera and routine proceedings. t

DESIGN OF THREE CENT POSTAGE s
STAMP. t

Hon. Mr. POWER rose te t

Cali attention te the puzzllflg and sn'alead- <

lng design of the three-cent postage starnp re-
cently Issued. and asic If lt la the. Intention ef
tii. Government to ne alter the. saine as te malete
it eamily nndersteed and recogiiized.

He said: The matter te wh.ich 1 oeil at-
tention is, perhapu, net on the surface a
very important one, but it is really anc of
nme practical consequence. Hon. gentle-
men wiil rerneiner that when the letter
rate of postage wam raised in the session et
1914 fromn 2 cents te 3 cents, a somewhat
unusual and uinexpected course was adopted
by the Governrnent. One would bave
thought it natural, if the rate et postage
was te be three cents in future, instead et
twe cents, that the Goverunett would issue
a three cent postage stamp, te take the
place ef the old two cent starnp. Instead
of that the Gevernment, although their at-

tention wam called te the inconvenience
that would arise fromn having two different
stampa on a letter, decided that the old
twe cent stamp should be continued, anid
that an additional one cent stamp should
be used. As .1 say, their attention was
called te the inconvenience that this would
entail upon correspondents, but the Gev-
ernment, showing a sert et combinatien et
incapacity and want ef frankaiesa, *which
has characterized their action in a good
many things, did net seem te see the ob-
jection te having the twe stampa put on
each letter, and teok the greund that the
-revenue fromi the one cent stemp was really
a war tax, and censequently was net te be
put into the saine treamury with the rev-
enue from the twe cent stamp, which was
a postage stamp. I think that theory has
melted away and disappeared in the clouda

ng inice, and that at the time when the
iange was made, the Pest Office DepàTt-
ent which, under the predecesmors of the
rement Government, had been bringing in
handsome revenue, was beginning to bring

a handsome deficit; se that really the
ne cent war ts.x had te go to meet the de-
cit ini the iPost Office Déepartait. 'Within
he, pamt two wee4ts the Goveraiment, 1 pre-
urne paying attention to the protesta that
~ust bave corne lrom people ail over tfhe
ountry against thi6 coxnpulsory puttiaig of
wo staznpe on an envelope, have decided
hat inin fture onie etamp wiIl be sulficiemt,
mi that ona stamp la to be a three cent
tamp. There ia no doubt, that is a etep in
lie right direction. It is less troubla te put
>n one astamp than two, and then- you are
eot likely te mix up your stamps, but the
hing te wWich 1 call attention is the terni
>f the new stamp, if you cari cail it a new
stanip. Postage stamps, as every hion. geai.
lemam is iperfectly aware, are used by al
cl&sses of people, the educated and un-

educated, th- poor anid the ricli, and people
with defective eyemeght, and theriefore, 1
thin-k every hbon. geatleman wiIl agree
with me tuai the postage stamp should
tell ite story cleariy and distinctly on
its face, a-ad leave no room for imistake.
Now I think th-at is a fair descriptioni
of 'what a postage stamp sheuldi be.
What it the postage st.m!p we are using at
the prement tixneP It is the old two cent
starnp, with the figure 2 in each of the lower
corners; it is the sme celour as the old two
cent etamp; the Kiné's head je thé sme
King's head; it is in every way identical
with the old two cent staanp. exept there
is împosed or surcharged below the Kings'

head a large T and two other letters which
I think would require a microscope te make
out correctly. The resuits is that already
-i.umbers: of rfeople have nmade rnistakes.
They have put this three cent stanip on
cheques; they have put on the three cent
stamp and one cent stanap in addition on
letters because the average man, looking
at the present three cent stamp would net
distinguish iA frem the two cent stamp;
consequently thia three cent stamp is net
the kind of stamp which should be used for
general postal purposes. While I lhink that
the Government are te blame in this mat-
ter, I do not wish te attribute any special
blame te the Postmaster General. The hon.

gentleman -Who now fills that position is,
se f ar as I know, a man of common. sense
and ef much more than ordinary ability,


