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This bill is similar to Bill C-313 which was debated in this 
House on May 19.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

(Bill withdrawn.)

[English]

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I have 
three petitions before me. The first is signed by 236 members of 
my riding. It calls for Parliament to oppose any attempt to 
include sexual orientation in the human rights act or the charter 
of rights and freedoms. The petitioners feel such inclusion 
would infringe on the historical rights of Canadians and I share 
their views.

DANGEROUS OFFENDERS

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): The second peti
tion, Mr. Speaker, is signed by 342 people from my riding. It 
concerns the subject of high risk offenders who commit personal 
injury crimes.

The petitioners call on Parliament to enact Bill C-240 and 
future legislation that permits detention of high risk offenders 
after the completion of their sentence. This measure is sug
gested by the petitioners to lower the occurrence of personal 
injury crimes committed by these individuals. I agree with the 
petitioners.

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of 
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak
er, with leave of the House, I move that the 79th report of the 
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, which 
was presented to the House today, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)
GUN CONTROL

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the 
third petition I have before me is signed by 670 members of my 
riding. It has to do with firearms control.

These individuals ask Parliament to support legislation that 
severely punishes all criminals who use firearms and commit 
criminal act, supports the Criminal Code provisions that protect 
the rights of law-abiding citizens to own and use recreational 
firearms, and supports the repeal of legislation regarding fire
arms that has not lowered crime, has not been cost effective or is 
overly complex, making it inefficient or unenforceable.

DANGEROUS OFFENDERS

Mrs. Jan Brown (Calgary Southeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I 
rise again to present another petition in this course of action 
undertaken on behalf of constituents who wish to halt the early 
release from prison of Robert Paul Thompson.

These petitioners urge the government to enact legislation in 
order to make our streets safer for law-abiding citizens and the 
families of victims of convicted murderers.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
the House today to present two petitions. One has been sent to 
me from Frankfort, Ontario and the other is from constituents of 
mine.

These petitions come from two different provinces yet they 
request the very same thing, that Parliament refrain from 
implementing a more restrictive control of firearms that will 
affect only law-abiding citizens.
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They request that more effective prosecution and tougher 
sentencing of criminals be carried out. The target for gun control

[English]

PETITIONS

YOUNG OFFENDERS

Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in 
accordance with Standing Order 36,1 wish to present a petition 
signed by over 3,000 people from Halifax West and other areas 
of Nova Scotia. The petitioners believe that all those who 
commit crimes of a serious nature regardless of age should be 
tried before the adult court system.

TOBACCO

Mr. Ronald J. Duhamel (St. Boniface, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 
this petition on the negative effects of tobacco was commenced 
during national non-smoking week 1995. Over 25,000 young 
people and 40 youth organizations from across the country have 
signed on.

Four representatives of this group are in the gallery today I am 
told. They have met with leaders and representatives of all 
federal parties, including the Deputy Prime Minister. These 
young people recognize that the tobacco industry is targeting 
young people. They are calling on all legislators to begin to 
target this industry as its product continues to addict and 
ultimately kill thousands of young Canadians.
[Translation]

This petition will have a profound effect on the welfare of our 
young people.


