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While CN’s net worth is considerably short of the Crow 
obligation, it could be a start toward providing a means of 
connecting farm fields with sea ports in a way that satisfies both 
Canadian needs and international obligations under the GATT.

Such a proposal leaves farm people with some control over 
export costs since it allows them real choices in striking a 
balance between viable railways and viable farms, something 
the minister has not considered so far.

Education is the key to freedom. Let us continue to work 
together to eliminate illiteracy.

• (1410) 

[English]

GUN CONTROL
Ms. Mary Clancy (Halifax, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on February 

4 the Ottawa Citizen reported that some hunters savagely killed 
their hunting dogs by slashing their throats or shooting them at 
point blank range because the dogs were no longer useful at the 
end of the hunting season.

Recently the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
responded to this article saying that the federation has advo­
cated mandatory identification of hunting dogs for many years. 
The federation takes this position so that hunters would be 
discouraged from abandoning their responsibilities as dog own­
ers and to ensure that lost dogs are returned to the owners.

As we begin the debate on gun control in the House of 
Commons, I call on the hunters who oppose any firearm regis­
tration to help us create a safer Canada and not only support 
registration of dogs but the registration of guns because, like 
dog owners, gun owners sometimes abandon their responsibili­
ties, resulting in the loss of life. It is our responsibility as 
lawmakers to discourage this.

[Translation]

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF CANADIAN FLAG
Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is my 

great honour to speak on behalf of my fellow Quebecers on this 
occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the Canadian flag. 
Internationally, the Maple Leaf is a symbol of generosity, 
democracy and freedom. At home, it symbolizes strength, unity 
and pride.

The past thirty years have seen profound changes in Canada. 
Rather than passively submit to these changes, our country has 
shaped and adapted them to the principles and values of toler­
ance, justice and fairness that we hold dear.

Canadians from coast to coast proudly display our majestic 
red and white flag. Businesses spend thousands of dollars to 
develop a trademark, but Canada has the finest trademark in the 
world, the Maple Leaf.

Long may it fly! Long live Canada! [Translation]

JOB CREATION
Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on 

February 6, the Minister of Finance boasted that more than 
438,000 jobs had been created in Canada and that this was the 
best performance in a decade. Unfortunately for Canadians and 
Quebecers, Statistics Canada’s annual figures are nowhere near 
this level. In fact, 261,000 jobs were created in 1994.

If we compare these figures with those recorded at the end of 
the early 1980s recession, last year’s 261,000 jobs should be 
compared with an average of 347,000 jobs created annually 
between 1985 and 1988. The minister has nothing to brag about.

* * *

[English]

LITERACY ACTION DAY
Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, 

today is Literacy Action Day. Since 1990, the Year of Interna­
tional Literacy, government, business, labour and voluntary 
sectors have been working together to find ways to solve this 
problem.

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO’s International Lit­
eracy Year’s objective is to eradicate illiteracy by the year 2000.

Despite ongoing struggles as many as 963 million people, 
26.9 per cent of the world’s people, remain illiterate. Thirty- 
eight per cent of Canadian adults have some difficulty dealing 
with the reading requirements of everyday life.
[Translation]

I would like to pay tribute to three organizations in my riding 
who are fighting relentlessly against illiteracy. They are the 
Haitian community action and social affairs centre, the Villeray 
literacy centre known as La Jamigoine, and the new immigrants’ 
centre known as Le Centre N-A Rivé.

Especially since, with the increase in population, 825,000 
jobs would have to be created to return to prerecession employ­
ment levels.

* * *

[English]

AIRBORNE REGIMENT
Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands, Ref.): Mr. Speak­

er, most Canadians’ sense of fair play was offended when the 
airborne regiment was ordered disbanded. They saw this action,


