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Family Allowances Act, 1973

The Government knows full well that all it does is print
money; it does not generate money. It has forgotten that a
form of social care, aid to individuals and aid to families, is
required. The family unit is not changing as drastically as is
the Family Allowances Act. The family unit is still the most
integral and important part of Canadian society.

I cannot understand the Minister or her Parliamentary
Secretary supporting a program that would cause hardship to
the most important unit in our population, the family.

Mr. Schroder: That’s right.

Mr. McKnight: | hear the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister say that it is right, that it is not going to cause a
hardship. Why are we having this debate if not to save money
for the Government? If the people in this income range are not
to receive any more or any less funds from the federal Govern-
ment, why is this legislation necessary? If the Parliamentary
Secretary has the time, I should like him to tell the House why
we are going through this exercise, if it does not make any
difference.

I ask Members of the Government to consider the motion
proposed by the Hon. Member for Calgary West. If they
believe the Government is doing the right thing for Canada
and that this will help the economy grow, then why do we not
just suspend this Bill for six months and consider it then?
Nothing is going to change in that time. If they do not have
faith in the Government and its programs, then I will expect
them to vote against the amendment. If they have faith in the
Government and the Minister, then they will believe the
rhetoric. They will believe the statements of the Prime Minis-
ter (Mr. Trudeau) and they will know that six months from
now it will not be necessary to take income away from families
with children under 18.

I hope Members of the Government will support this
motion. I conclude my remarks, Mr. Speaker, by asking for
the question.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some Hon. Members: Question.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some Hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: All those opposed to the motion will
please say nay.

Some Hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
And more than five Members having risen:

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Call in the Members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Hawkes) which was
negatived on the following division:
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