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The Address--Mr. Viau

move the adoption of the address in replY
Vo the speech fromn the threne; I am a
yeung Canadian makirig my firet steps in
this Bouse of Commons, this bonourable
bouse wbere many eminent and enlightened
men have, since confederation, discussed
and debated economical, social and political
questions which have helped Vo mould out
of Canada a nation true Vo the longings
cf our fathers of cenfederation. Numerous
valorous and unforgettable Canadians, of
British and French extraction, have cames
inte this bouse te flnd means of ensuring
a basting welf are for their generation and
our own.

The boneur wbich is bestowed upon me is
rather an hornage to the veterans whom I
represent in this bouse. -Although the war is
over many veterans ar.- stili returning from
overseas and I avail myself of this oppor-
tunity for thankmng the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) and the gevernment for
honouring the veterans in this lieuse by asking
me te speak on their behaif.

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, the fact that 1
have been chosen is also a mark cf respect
and gratitude to the population cf St. Boni-
face county which I represent here. St.
Boniface is net a historical county, from the
pelitical viewpoint, but it is representative
cf the growth cf the Canadian west. It was
at St. Boniface, at the confluence cf the Red
and Assiniboine rivers, that the first explorers
cf the Canadian west arrived over a century
ago. The flrst 'settlers and first missionaries
ianded on the shores cf the Red river, at the
very place where St. Boniface is new situated,
to establish the first post which was instru-
mental in the grewth of the Canadian west.

Today, St. Boniface is the bargest industrial
city in Manitoba. It is a cosmepolitan city,
where the great races cf this country live in
harmeny and I may add that the city itself
is setting an example cf good understanding
for Canada as.a whole.

The population is not verY large as yet. How-
ever, I would like to say a few werds li regard
-te my city and my constituency. Here, in
St. Boniface we have the two bargest slaughter-
bouses aind the two largest flour milîs in the
British empire in addition te a large number
of other industries. NoV only do those indus-
tries serve the rural sections of Maniitoba but
they serve the whole of western Canada. My
consbitiuency comprises two importatnt sec-
tione, one rural ami tihe other urbsn. In several
French-Canadian villages our farmere bave for
a great many years grewn wheat -te meet
Canada's needs as well as those of the wihole
woeld.

pu
If the Prime Minister bas kindly chosen -he

humble representative of that comsti.tuency to
move the adidress in reply to the speech from
-the. ýthrcoee it is in recognition of tihe fine work
done by ail the citizens of St. Boniface. and
-the place which, this city njow occupies in the
economic and social development of western
Canada.

On behaif of the citizens of St. Boniface, I
wish to tjhank tihe Prime Minaster for ithis
unforgettable gesture.

Mr. Speaker, I should like to discuss for a
moment a single question, namely, the loan
whieh the Canadian governmen-t has just made
Vto the British government to enable themn to
pullthrough the post-war transition period and
reach that enduring peace ao bighly desired by
ahi nations of the world.

Several Canadians wonder whether the gov-
ernmen-t bas acted wisely ini mak-ing to Eingland
n boan of $1,250,000,000, when it is considered
-that the Canadian government bas alresjdy
agreed -to boan $750,000,000 40, other allied
nations: France, Belgium and Rolland who
hiave already received a portion of tibis sum.

Mr. Speaker, in examining this boan toc
Engls>nd, every member of tii house muet
keep in mmid two things:

First, from -the stanidpoint of brotherhood. I
use this word because inasmuch as Canada is
a member of the British commonwealth of
nations, it must be admitted tihat Great Britain
deserves our esteem and our admiration. Let
us flot forget that ini 1940 when the nazi hordes
invaded the whole European conbinent and
vanquished France, that great Catholic nation,
Great Britain with the assistance of Canadien
troops stood flrm and almost single-handed
fought the enemy, thus enabling the other
nations of tihe commonwealth Vto arm them-
selves not for the defence of England but to
savethe world* from a tyranny bent on destroy-
ing the principles of Christianity and Vo guar-
antee 40 eacb and every one liberty, pence
and happiness. We must noV forget that
England, by her fortitude, her courage and her
tenacity, by ber seif-denial and ber sacrifices
bas enabled the Canadian armies 40 join the
armies of the other allied nations not only in
pushing back tyranny to the place where it
had, originated, bu-t Vo force âhe tyrant respon-
sible for that revlting doctrine to> destroy
himself with that samne sword which aie bran-
dished for so many years and withý which lie
intended to destroy the social order and the
pence of Christian nations.

In this grave hour, Mr. Speaker, I am sare
ýthat any Caniadian, who is a member of the
House of Commons, will be happy, wben tihe
bill dealing with the lban Vo England is intro-
duced, Vo give it his approval in order to


