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justice. The whole seheme bath of the British
ançi of the Canadian regulations is ta prevent
a man af evil character and evil recard, ance
yau fix him with thase qualities, fram being
at large sa that it is passible far him ta blaw
up the Welland canal ar the Revelstake
tunnel in war time. That is the spirit af the
regulation, and that is why we must, ask
farbearance and understanding from peaple
if the cammittee this year shauld see fit ta
continue that principle rather than da away
with it.

I think it is praper at this stage ta paint
aut why we shauld nat abandan either af thase
principles. In this war bath Britain and
Canada have been singularly free fram any
seriaus acts af sabatage crippling aur war
effart. The haon. member far Rasetawn-
Biggar (Mr. Caldwell) and myseif, with same
af aur calleagues, a few manths aga had the
privilege af discussing this subject with Mr.
Herbert Marrisan, the British Secretary af
State, wha under the British Defence af the
Realm Act administers the duties that here
we place upan the Minister af Justice. I
regret far this reasan, if far na ather, that the
haon. member far Rasetawn-Biggar is nat ta
be an the cammittee this year. Mr. Marrisan
in a very few minutes gave us his view as ta
why during war time it was necessary and
desirable ta cantinue ta veat in ane man the
power of final decisian, rather than ta leave it
ta be determined by a trial in the caurts,
as ta whether a man was sa, dangeraus that
hie aught ta be interned. Mr. Marrisan tald
us that he wished ha had neyer had ta perfoaim
that duty, that practically every week same-
bady in the press ar fram the public platfarm
attacked him viciausly and persanally in
respect ta, what was cantended ta be a case
af inj ustice. But while regretting that hie was
charged with the duty, hie made it very clear
ta us that hie thaught the success af the police
in preventing all acts af sabatage ar destructian
in Britain was due largely ta the defence af
the realm regulations just in the form in
which they stoad. Han. members will recaîl
that there bas been na single case af sabatage
af any consequence in Canada, after nearly
three years af war, and that these regulatians
have been in effect practically fram the first
week of the war. Hon. members will nat
farget that in the last war, when we had na
such highly arganized internal secret service
farce as the maunted palice were at the
beginning af this war, in the first year very
seriaus acts af sabatage were attempted, and
some carried aut-all engineered with the
help af Cerman *maney fram New Yark; far
instance, the attempt ta blaw up the Vance-
bara bridge; ta blaw up the Welland canal;

the attempt-which succeeded-ta blaw up
the overail factary at Walkerville; the at-
tempt ta blaw up the Windsar armouries, ta
blaw up the Revelstake tunnel. Ail these
were attempts which nearly succeeded,
whereas under aur present system the defence
of Canada regulations and the alertness af
the splendid farce under the Minister af
Justice have saved us fram any of these
possible disasters in the conduct af this war.

I have spoken far langer than I had
intended. 1 believe that as things change
sa fast we cauld well spend same time an
the problem af the banning af the cammuniat
party. In approaching that subi ect the hause
may feed that the committee should bear
in mind that the cammunist party as such
and aur ally Russia are not just one and the
saine thing. There is a fallacinus belief that
such is the fact, but it is nat.

The hon. member for Témiscouata (Mr.
Pouliot) said that in the administration af
these regulations we must neyer abandon the
principle that a man is presumed ta be
innacent until hie is proven guilty. I arn
afraid my hon. friand has neyer studied the
regulations. Bath the British regulations and
aura do not recognize that well-established
principle of British law which is observed
in the administration af the criminal courts.
Instead we go upon the theory that with
responsible officiais and a minister af high
standing charged with the duty, a man wha
bas not been proven guilty befare any court
may be and ought ta lie put behind the
palisades hefare hie gets a chance ta da a
wrong the cansequences of which may be
irreparable and may go to the very root af
the success of the country in winning the war

Mr. J. R. MacNICOL (Davenport): Mr-.
Speaker, since there is in my canstituency in
Toronto a very considerable Italian coim-
munity, and since I have known soine af
those peope6 for the last twenty-five years I
shouid like ta say a word or two with respect
ta the committee naw ta be set up. Perhaps
I ought not ta say anything, because this
may be a matter upon which lawyers are
more able ta pas judgment than would be a
layman. But since Italy entered the war ta
fight against us I have seen a great deal of
distress in my part af the city. 1 do not
know whether any af the acta cammitted
against the Italian citizens'have been deserved,
but 1 arn sure that quite a number have
suffered through no fault of their awn.

In the last war the Italian cammunity in
Toronto sent a considerable number of soi-
diers overseas ta fight alongside Canadian
soldiers. Many af those Italians came back


