
4052 COMMONS
The War-hIternationol Situation

culated to serve Germnan interests. To pre-
serve order, and to prevent ber own position
from being undermined, the British govern-
ment has been obliged to take quick and
decisive action in ail these countries.

Trouble came first ini Iraq. Open revoit
was followed by the establishment of a rebel
government friendly to the axis. In accord-
ance witb their treaty rights British forces
intervened and suppressed the revoit. The
legitimate government was restored.

It will be recalied that, during the ram-
paign in May whicb ended in the crushing of
the axis-inspired revoit in Iraq, the nazis
were permitted to use the air fields of the
French mandates of Syria and Lebanon in
order to, facilitate the sending of aid to the
Iraqi rebeis. This axis penetration of Syria
constituted a grave threiit te the wboie aliied
position in th~e eastern Mediterranean.

It was accordingiy decided that a nazi
occupation of this vital strategie arca must
be forestaiied. On June 9 the British and Free
French forces invaded the mandatcd ter-
ritory. The samne day, Generai Catroux, the
leader of the Free French forces in the middle
east, prociaimed the independence of Syria
and Lebanon. Aithough the aliied invasion
was resisted by the French troops in Syria.
the governiment at Vichy refrained from des-
cribing the hostilities as actuai warfare. An
open breach between Britain and France was
thus averted. The aliied occupation was romn-
pleted n montb Inter and an armistice arranged,
wbicbi was ratifled by the government at Vichy
on Juiy 15.

Since the ailied occupation of Syria and
Lebanon the most significant deveiopment in
the middle east lias heen the intervention by
Britain and soviet Russia in Iran. During
August, both the British and Russian govern-
ments became increasingiy apprehiensive of
the effects of a German "tourist" invasion of
that country. Diiulomatic action at the Iranian
capital had no effcct, consequently, on August
25, British and soviet forces cntered Iran tu
proteet the oul filds and safeguard com-
munications. They met littie resistance, and
after four days of desultory fighting the
Iranian forces werc ordered by their govera-
ment to, cease ail resistance. By September
10 a settiement had been reached by wbich the
government of Iran agreed to tom eover the
axis nationals in that country to the allies,
and to expal the cnemy legations.

More recentiy, the government of Afghanis-
tan bas agreed, in response to aiied, diploïmatie
representations, to expel the axis nationais.

In ail four countries Britain bas made it
perfectiy clear that in no way bas she in view
the expansion of ber own empire by the
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acquisition of additional territories. Assur-
ances bave bee-n given that, at the close of
war, the fuilest measure of restoration of the
sovereignties of tbese ceiratries will be made.

The strategie importance of sel egua¶'ding
communications between the British and Rus-
sian forces in the middle east can bardiy he,
overestimated. Prompt action is being takea
to improve transport facilities on the Iranian
raiiways. In this vital ta.sk Canada bas under-
taken to sbare.

Now a word as to the far east. As with the
couintries bordering on. the waters cf the
Mediterranean, se witb tbe Asiatie countries
bordering on the waters of the western Pacifie,
and with the far east generaliy, the situation
bas remained, until quite reeentiy, pretty
much wvbat it was 'before the beginning cf the
Russian rampaiga. Tbe effeet of the latter,
howevcr, bas been greatly to intensify the
tension whieli previousiy existcd, and wbieb
arose from the politicai and miiitary activities
of Japan and ber dlaims to the establisbment
of a "iiew order" in east Asia. The Japanese
leaders bave net disguised the fart tbat Japan
was giving consideration te the furtiier use cf
force te expand lier influence in this area. At
the samne tixue Japan lias cleariy been uneasy
at the prospect of taking miiitary initiative
in the face cf the firm attitude dispiayed hy
the United States, Britain and tbe Netherlands
Indie,ý.

At the moment when parliament adjourned,
trade negotiatiens between Japan and the
Nethcriands Iadies lîad broken down. A
Japanese drive seutbwards seemed imminent.
Befere action came, tbe nazis attaeked soviet
Russia. Tiiere is ne longer any doubt that
the' nazi attack was a compiete surprise te the
Japanese geverrament and te the Japanese
people. Tbese soviet-Japanese parts cf non-
a.cgression liad bren nicant hy tue Japanese
to 'ho tue rouniterpart in Asia cf the nazi-
soviiet part in Europe. Both agreemnents were
i)eing made use of as evidence on tbe part cf
Gerruany and Japan cf tbeir (lesire te limit
the arena of hostiiitiiis. By Germany and
Japan alike tlîey were doîîbticss intendcd to
serure the ncutrality cf iRussia in a way wbicb
wouid frce their own liands in any action
wbich migýht he taken by either or bath of
tbemn against the anti-axis powers. Germany's
iîerfidious art seemed te require, if the axis
front was te be maintained, a similar volte-
face on the part cf Japan. This neeessary
change cf fr-ont feund its expression, net
immediateiy, 'but by the middle cf Juiy, in a
change cf government in Japan. Mr.
Matsuokia, wiio as foreign minister cf Japan
bad negotiated the Japanese-seviet part, was
nct included in the new governiment. Ii"


