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been intimate witb Mr. Mackenzie and Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, I have known personally, and
have had intimate relations with every Prime
Minister of Canada since the British North
Amierica Act was .passed. I stated one day, I
believe, that althoyugb but a cbild at the time
I could remember the procession during the
celebration of the first Dominion day in
Canada. I sat many years ago in the press
gallery when Sir John Macdonald led the gov-
ernment and Mr. Blake and his ýcolleagues led
the opposition. I do not think that in the
whole history of goveroýment in Canada there
hias been a Prime Minister who bias conqulted
more elosely, readily and assiduously with bis
colleagues than bas the present Prime Minister
since hie assumed office.

I have sat in this bouse nigbt after nigbt
since the hion. member for Labelle (Mr.
Bourassa) denounced the colleagues of tbe
Prime Minister and I have heard one bon.
member after another almost spit forth the
most opprobions epitliets with 'respect to tbe
members of the cabhine t; 1 hav e hxd experi-
ence for some ¶ity ycars on the boards of
companies and corporations, I have mingled
with other men in my professional and busi-
ness career and I sav without a sbadow of
hesitation that I bülieve the Prime Minister
lias consulted with bis colleagues in the gos'-
eroment and witb bis part ' in the bouse
more eloselv than any Prime Minister wbo bas
preceded him. That consultation bas not
been for the purpose of imposing bis vicws
upon bis colleagues, because I do not believe
LIat even tl)e right hon. the leader of the
opposition (Mr. Mackenzie Ring) when hie
aýas Prime Minister of this country was more
considerate of the opinions of bis colleagues
gr wvas more open to reasonable argument
mid discussion.

M'bat is the basis of eonstitutional govero-
rient in this country? It is that the govero-
ment sball bie respensible to parliament and
that parliament shaîl be responsible te the
people. In no act of this goveroment bas it
assumed any responsibility wbatever except
to carry out. by xvay of administration the
autbority whichi pýarliament bias vested ini
tbe goveroment.

If My rigbt hion. friend seeks a comparison
hetween bis régime and tbe régime cf the
present government, let bim direct bis atten-
tion to this fact. Since I bave been in parlia-
ment I bave protested time and time again
against the powers taken by bis goveroment
wbereby tbey were enabled by order in coun-
cil to make rudes and regulations, to end the
franchises cf every dominion trust company
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in this counitry, to prevent any insurance com-
pany from carryiog on its erdinary business
at. iill, and against tbe bundred other ways
in whicb bis goverriment usurped wbat bie now
calls the legislative functions of parliament.
If hie will come witb me to the office of tbe
privy ceuncil-the records are as open to bim
as they are ýte me-for every order in council
whicb this government bas passed wbicb par-
takes of the nature of legisiation, I will show
him one bundred similar orders wbicb bis own
government passed Iegislatinig upon the most
important and intimate matters of car politi-
cal, social and commercial life.

The right bon. gentleman now assumes a
position whicb will not hie bis te occupy for
a long time. Ho once occupied the position
cf Prime Minister of this dominion, and
amoîng those who watcbed bis career on many
occasions none were more sympathetie than
I. I saw the stress and strain under wbich
hie at times a(lministered the affairs of this
country without a ma.jority in the bouse te
support bima in ineasures in wbich bis own
policies were involved in direct controversy.
Trh0 right lion, gentleman bias forgotten en-
tirelv that hoe is no longer the Prime Minister
of this country. Ire bas forgotten entirely
that this country bias repudiated bim, bis
policics and býis party and that hoe no longer
exercîses authority in this bouse. It appears
to me that durirîg the last tbýree weeks the
righit hon, gentleman bas been attempting, by
the exercise of force, to dominato this parlia-
ment in wbich hoe represents a minority only.
The force wbicb hoe bas used is just as physical
and brutal as that wbich bas been used to
lî.surp 'constitutionail goveroment at any
stage cf Britih history, only hoe is confined to
the use of bis own physical force, to bis powver
of speech and bis ability to sustain tbat
speech tbrougbout mýany hours of debate.
Hie returos to the samne debate tbree or four
times and repeats and reiterates the same
arguments until the bouse cao ne longer re-
frain from exbibiting its--wbat shahl I say?

An bon. MEMBER: Disgust.

Mr. CAHAN: -its disgust. Perhaps that
may not be ccnsidered parliamentary.

The rigbt hion, gentleman spcaks about
parliament, the constitutional practice in par-
liament, the supreme contraI cf parliament
and the contrel by a majority of parliament,
and thon about the supreme control of the
House cf Commens, assuming that that
supreme control is vested solely in himself
and the gentlemen who sit about hiim. The
control cf parliament bas passed from the
right ben. gentleman.


