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course to up-to-date methods, adopt a new
"1modus operandi" to keep up with the needs
of the day, and this with the aim of govern-
ing the country for the greatest welf are of the
majority.

An arbitrary deed committed years ago,
threw nations into disastrous conflicts. Two
plenipotentiaries thrown out of a window was
the cause of the thirty years war, and England
unsheated the sword against Spain because
some Iberians took a fancy to cut off the
ears of the captain of a sea trading vessel.
Things have changed since then. Countries,
to-day, are more sensitive to the attacks
launched against tht'ir foreign trade than to
the affronts which caused great coniliets in
the past. Turning to more contemporary
times, let us note that one of the causes of
the Great War was the promulgation of a
tariff on hogs. And what is happening now?
Are not the Souith American republies and
Europe leagued together in unanmous protest
againat the new tariff of the United States.

It is useless, sir to suppose for an instant
the withdraïwa.1 of Canada from the economie
world. It would be idie works to maintain
that we cou'ld escape from the changes whtich
have taken place everywvhere. It would be
but vain boasting, to say that our country
coulil prosper, without adapting our economie
life to those conditions forced upon us
by an almost general confusion of international
affairs.

By its resolution of Septemnber, 24, 1925,
the Council of the Leal-ue of Nations asserted
its conviction "that economie peace wili
greatiy contribute to maintaining the security
of nations". The desire of ail good Canadians
is that this peace may corne as soon as pos-
sible to promote the healthy state of the
economic world and the conditions which,
would help the em'spansion of civilization. Any
national policy which is narrow in its outlook
is detrimental, not oniy to the nation-, whî.ch
endorsze it, but also to the others as a whole.
The economic conference bas furtiher noted,
that the after-war expcrience prove that the
prohibition of imiports and eeports, arbitrary
regimes, disguised discriminations which result,
sudden changes in customs duties and the
high tariffs prevai.ling in many countries have
fatal resuits on production and trade.

The United States are, at present, paýsing
through a crisis of upivard revision of their
customs duties. Certain countries have been
fretful of this recourse te, autarchv hy the
United States in order to make surP of their
eeonomie independence. It is the Argentine
Tiepublie, the country of the teachings of
Garvo and Calvo, that voices the most serious
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threats of tariff retaliation and boycotting of
United States products. The New YÎork
World on February 24, 1930, published the
following articles..

Antagonizing a Neighhour
Offhand it may aeemn a snmaîl matter to most

Amierican protectionists that Argentina is
sFeriouaiy disturbed and offended hy the
inmpending upm-ard revision of our tariff. The
newspaper La Razon is interviewing erninent
citi7ens; many of themn are tieciaring for
retaiiatory mieasures; the Rural Society repre-
senting 4.000 r anch om-nera, is caiiing for a
boycott on Arnerican gooda and the purehiase
of British imports, and a majority of the
Agrarian Fedex-ition, composed of samali
farniers, favours increased duties on our farmi
niachinerY. automobiles and household appli-

ane. But w-bat of it? Argentina is a
reinote, thiniy populateti and imperfectly
deveioped counotry, isn't it? The population is
stili under eleven millions. isn't it? It is ail
v-ery weli to taik of the great markets offered
iw it anti hy Canada, another country so
seriousiy diaturbed iy our tariff plans that the
Conserv atives are taiking of a party campaign
for high counter duties. But cannot the
120,000,000 American people shape their own
economie poiicy without hothering to consult
these minor nations?

This article shows without further com-
mcnts, that high protection tariff does not
receive unanimous approvai in the noighbour-
ing republie.

The United Statos. contend the partisans of
its high tariff, must have recourse to this up-
ward revision of customs duties for the follow-
ing reasons: thae dumping of gonds coming
frona countries having a depreciated currency.
t he desire to maintain oid or recently created
industrios to a certain level. If stîch a stand
was not taken they could not survive, or
proteet invested capital. They are masters
in their own country, and we have nothing
to say against this attitude of our neigýhbour-
ing l egisiators.

Canada must conclude, sir, that it is in-
dispensable to its securitv to develop in an
ever increasing way the meîana ta support it-
self. Without going into the respective merits
of the theories of free trade and protection,
without going back to ponder over the con-
tentions ojf Gladstone, Blaine, Milîs, Cart-
w-right, Carnegie, Lloyd George, Balfour,
Chamberlain, Beaverbrook, Baldwin. Scullin.
and ail] the economists vhose works embcliish
the sholves of the library of pariili-iment, may
1 state that the budget introdtîced h1"w the hon.
M inister of Finance (Mr. Dt:nning) is a con-

(ePption of otîr times and foi- etr epoch. It
c-ontains rio threats and its sîibject mattnr
anse ets ta our present ivants.


