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Canada have been clesned up-I do not mention the
United States as they are such a amail factor that
they cau be overlooked-sa that to-day practicaUrY
ail markets are i excellent shape with prices 25
per cent abave thone rulint a year ega.

It must be admîtted that the demoralisation of
the £ash trade during the pont three yaars has had a
mont serions affect i the Maritime provinces, as
ovwing to the price obtainable by the fisherman St did
not provide hum with sufficient to, psy his buil and
a large number af fishermen mnigrated to the United
States. In the province of Quebec, where we are large-
]y intereeted. the fishermen sought other occupations
i Canada. Twenty-five per cent advance in prie

mme that tibm year every avaiable boat on the Gaspé
cost will ha put into operation. Il in astimated that
the number of men fishing will ha again back to
normal. The improved position alec manse that the
Luneburg: fleet, mnstead of being only 40 ta 50 vessais
s predicted laut autumn, wili prohably be between

60 and 70 vessea
Thera ia anc untortunate situation I regard ta,

fiehing oparations which particularly xartains ta the
province of Nova Scotia, i that while the prie of
dry fish hau materially advanced, the prion of piekle
cured, codfish as prnduced for the bouclons fish trade
in the United States has gone down i value about
50 per cent par 100 pounds. This came of fieh has
in recent years beau sald at high prions iu the United
States; in iact at prices that; gave returns at leait
ona-third more than if the fish haed bau drlad. Owing
ta Gloucester sud othar operatars in boudole. lobh
haviug written Nova Scotia p-dLeemr tiat bey «il,
hava ta lawer their pries this yar, many Nova
Scntia, fisharmn hava bacomne diacouraged and it loaks
very much as if there would ha a furthar exodus ta
the United States. Wa have racently haed advle irom
Cape islaud, which wau the centra af the production
of pickle curad cOflsh, that very tae boate will h.
fishig thia year. The cause ai the decrase i the
valua of tbis cure of 9Mel in apparently due ta, the
American public lurning away from the use of mîlt
codflsh as a regular food article, We are in a poei-
tion ta aise up the situation sa we have been carry-
ing on large operations in Portland, Maine, during
thea past six yaars, operating chiafly in bonalasa fish.
Our autput lent year was very disappaintig-aunly
a little aver hait ai aur axpactalians. On a racant
visit ta, Gloucester th. hoad of the Gartan-Pew Comn-
pany and other heada of Gloucester hanses, itormad
me that their experiane had beau 1he nme. The
recuit is heavy over-supplies of this quality af fish

at 1he present tima. While this business sariously
affects the south shore oi Nova Scotia where 75
per cent oft1he flsh caught during 1he pant tae
yaars has basa pickle cured for the honeless flsh
trade, the internas involvad ara ual nearly so im-
portant as thon concerued iu the dry flsh export trada,
n tisaI on the whola il would appear ta, me that
conditions geuerally partainmng ta, th. flsh trada are
ln spuch botter shape than at any lima during the
Ist four years. During the past yaar tisa great
difficulty was not in marketing dry flsh with a profit,
but the tact that supplies in Canada and Newiound-
land were vary short. Thos owing ta decresse in the
number of men flshing, estisnated at 25 per cent in
Newfoundland and 80 par cent ta, 40 par cent in 1he
Maritime provinces and the Gaspé peninsula.

W. can assure you that the dry fieh exporting
bouses are daing Iheir utmost ta encourage 1h. fisher-
men and sinaîl dealers thronghoul casteru Canada ta
as much as passible get back ta ardiuary fiching
aperations, which have always meant n much for
1h. praserity oft1h. Atlantic coaet. Thara in no
datsbt whatever thal 1he production af bath dry cnd-
fish and pickle cured herring, mackerel sud alewivas
has seriously daclinad duriug 1h. lest twenty-five

years. W. would may ta, the citent ai about 25 par
cent as regards dry fish and 50 per cent as regards
pickled fish. W. cou pretty well judge ai this by
aur ami operatins. Whereas iu th. five years praviaus
ta 1914 w. handled au averaga ai 200,000 quintals ai
dry fish par year, aur average for 1h. lant three
years has only beau 150.000 quintaIs. While campeti-
tion froin th. United States is negligibla, there in no
daubt whatever Ihat aur export fish trade in up
against very savere, campetition tram European colin-
tries, particularly Narway and Ioeland. Il wauld ap-
pear that production cante are leus than with us. In
regard, hawevar, ta at leaat part ai th. Canadien
production, w. have the advantage ot praducing a
superiar article which out-selis thse Norwegian cure
i Brazil and Mediterranean parts.

A movement has recantly been made ta, atart a
campaigu of education in cannection with th. varions,
branches ai the fisharies, suais se 1h. best methods of
handliug tresh flsh, smoking fieh, cannig af varions
finit products and the introduction af the very hast
possible methode among tise fishermen iu the varions
fishing districts. This educalianal campaigu is ta
ha carried on umder the direction oi th. Biological
Board ot Canada. Steps are uaw i progresa te,
eetablish a station at Halifax, whieh, aithoug il la
being directed by the Biologicai Board, will ha dis,.
tinctly along educatioaIl hues, lu addition ta, 1he
proposais as net torts ahave, steps will ha taken ta
adaquately investigate the movemants of flsh sud the
puttiug betore our fishermen 1h. recuits obtainad, jas
wefl s up-ta-date iformuation ai 1h. vary boat

ntioaihar are being used in Europesn countriea.

Mr. Speaker, we have every reason to
beliéve that conditions wil1 ixnprove, and thât,
as a resuit aur fishermen will return from the
United States, and we hope ulti.mately ta havYýe
sucli a devhlopment Of the industry as wilU
equal ïf flot exceed its past greatneoe.

There is just one ather matter that I want
ta place befare the House. 1 refer to the
efforta of Sir Henry ThorntOn in behailf * f
the port of Halifax. The resuita obtained by
*him are due ta three causes. The steamship
business at Halifax lias gregtly increased
That lias been due, first, ta the f act thàt tlic
10 per cent reduction in the differential ap-
plying aniy tixraugh Qanadian parts hma
brought. freiglit from the Old Country and
from foreign countries ta Haifax for trang-
partation throughout Canada; second, the
differential having been remnoved. putting
Halifax en the same basis as St. John and ail
ather Atlantic porta, is bringing a greater
tannage of freiglit ta Haifax; and, third,
Sir Henry T-hontan on taking over the
presidency of the Canadian National Railway
aystem aaw ta: it at ance that hie traffi
officers went ta, the Old L.and and there went
amanpt thase who, intended *ta came out and
settie in our country, aaw that they were
transported acraow the acean by eteanshoip
lines that were working in conjunction with
the Canadian National Railways, namely, the
Cunard and White Star, and that that traffie
which went ta American parts in other yearg
was brouglit into Halifax. During the year


