Proceedings of the Quebec City Summit

Plan of Action

To strengthen democracy, create prosperity and realize buman potential, our Governments will:

|. Making Democracy Work Better

Electoral Processes and Procedures

Recognizing the relationship among democracy, sustainable development, the separa-
tion of powers, as well as effective and efficient government institutions, and noting
that the transparency and accountability of electoral systems and the independence of
bodies responsible for the conduct and verification of free, fair and regular elections
are essential elements in ensuring support for and involvement in national democratic
institutions:

Share best practices and technologies with respect to increasing citizen
participation in electoral processes, including voter education, the modern-
ization and simplification of voter registration and the voting and counting
process, while taking into account the need to safeguard the integrity of the
electoral process and promoting the full participation and integration of all
persons eligible to exercise the right to vote, without discrimination;

Continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, using information and commu-
nications technologies where possible, to effectively guarantee the impartial-
ity, promptness and independent action of agencies, tribunals or other bodies
responsible for the conduct, supervision and verification of elections at
national and sub-national levels, and strengthen and facilitate, with the
support of the Organization of American States (OAS) and other regional and
international organizations, hemispheric cooperation and exchange of
legislative and technological experiences in these areas, and the deployment
of election observers when so requested;

Convene under the auspices of the OAS, and with the collaboration of the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), meetings of experts to examine in
more depth issues such as: political party registration, access of political
parties to funding and to the media, campaign financing, oversight and
dissemination of election results and relations of political parties with other
sectors of society;

Transparency and Good Governance

Recognizing that good governance requires effective, representative, transparent and
accountable government institutions at all levels, public participation, effective
checks and balances, and the separation of powers, as well as noting the role of infor-
mation and communications technologies in achieving these aims:

Promote cooperation among national agencies in the Hemisphere charged
with the development and maintenance of procedures and practices for the
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