
European specialists pointed out that by 1980's civil society in Eastern Europe has been as

oppressed and atomised as Cuban society. lI many countries, change came from above. It is

possible that the Cuban state is flot as strong as it appears. The possibility exists of the regime

falling down like a house of cards.

The necessity for individual initiative to cope with constant shortages has made some

segments of society more independent. lncreasingly, people are no longer dependent on the su~

for employment. It may be that a space for possible opposition is growing in the ranks of the s

employed. Meanwhile, food riots may serve as the necessary catalyst for change. Contrary to

Eastern Europe, the role of intellectuals seems to have rapidly diminished since 1996. Howevc
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