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to industrial prosperity; we can be said to be a different kind of Amnericari

nation. We have sometimes won from other peoples a vague feeling of go od

will, or even admiration, which Je flot alwaye hard-earned or fully-deserved.

I think you may well find in this country much that will puzzle and

surprise you, or which mnay lead'you to jump, to falige c onclusjons. There

are thinge -- perhape flot particularly striklng or sefleational -- whjch are

peculiarly Canadian. They require somne effort to know. 'And they muet be

taken into account, if a misunderstanding of this couftry Je to be avoided

and hence in part a mieunderetanding of the deper problemeî with which

we are all concerned at thie Conference. So if thoee Of you Who kno ,w Canada

well will bear with me, I shall try to point Out what 1 think are certain ee een-

tial and peculiar features of our Canadian Society. I do 80 not by way of

excuse -- in the senne that to understa'nd ali is to Pardon ah - no r o n t >he

other hand shail 1 try to list our shortcomings by way 'of penance. 1 do sa,

rather, in order that you may see a little more objectiveîy the community

in which you will be living for the next few weeke.

In the firet place, Canada ie a northern ýc-ountry. It je the large et

nation in the world whoee economic and social rhyt1hms are guid ed by a

northern geography. Thie ie sucli an obvjous fact tiat it jen often d ieco unted.

.It cannot be ignored. The effect of temperat *ures below the freezlng point,

and often eubzero, for mnany long months of the yerlas had a crucial effect

on the sort of buildings and roade we muet create, the kinds and amnounts of
f ood we muet grow and consumne, on our cîothing and other necessities, and

ultimateh :y, on the sort of people we are, To give Borne rather trivial but

perliape tehing examples, I doubt if there Je any large metropolis în the wor1d


